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THE  BEATITUDES 


And  seeing  the  multitudes,  he  went  up  into  the  mountain: 
and  when  he  had  sat  down,  his  disciples  came  unto  him :  and 
he  opened  his  mouth  and  taught  them,  saying, 

Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit :  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

Blessed  are  they  that  mourn:  for  they  shall  be  comforted. 

Blessed  are  the  meek :  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth. 

Blessed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness : 
for  they  shall  be  filled. 

Blessed  are  the  merciful :  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy. 

Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see  God. 

Blessed  are  the  peacemakers:  for  they  shall  be  called  the 
children  of  God. 

Blessed  are  they  that  have  been  persecuted  for  righteous- 
ness' sake:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Blessed  are  ye  when  men  shall  reproach  you,  and  persecute 
you,  and  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  falsely,  for  my 
sake.  Rejoice,  and  be  exceeding  glad:  for  great  is  your  re- 
ward in  heaven :  for  so  persecuted  they  the  prophets  that  were 
before  you. 

Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth:  but  if  the  salt  have  lost  its 
savor,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?  It  is  thenceforth  good  for 
nothing  but  to  be  cast  out  and  trodden  under  foot  of  men. 

Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city  set  on  a  hill  cannot 
be  hid. 

Neither  do  men  light  a  lamp,  and  put  it  under  the  bushel, 
but  on  the  stand ;  and  it  shineth  unto  all  that  are  in  the  house. 
Even  so  let  your  light  shine  before  men;  that  they  may  see 
your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven. — 
Matt.  5:  1- 16. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  greatest  sermon  ever  preached  in  this  old 
world  of  ours  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  Son  of  God  on 
a  mountain,  or  hilltop,  overlooking  the  beautiful  Sea 
of  Galilee  and  the  Plains  of  Hattin.  The  audience 
was  made  up  of  a  multitude  of  the  common  people 
from  the  surrounding  country,  including  his  disciples 
and  followers.  The  place  is  visited  annually  by  thou- 
sands of  devout  Christian  tourists,  and  will  never 
lose  its  absorbing  interest  to  those  who  love  the 
Master. 

"  The  Sermon  on  the  Mount,"  or  the  "  Sermon  of 
Beatitudes,"  as  it  is  often  called,  taught  the  world 
many  new  and  startling  truths  and  doctrines.  It 
was  a  heart  and  soul-searching  discourse,  laying  bare 
the  birth  chamber  of  motives  which  prompt  action. 
The  teaching  was  contrary  to  the  accepted  thought 
and  practice  of  the  age.  Men  were  then  giving  ad- 
herence to  a  different  code  of  laws  and  rules  of  action. 
The  teaching  of  the  Master  that  poverty  of  spirit, 
mourning,  meekness,  hungering  and  thirsting  after 
righteousness,  mercy,  personal  purity,  peacemaking, 
being  persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake,  were  the 
things  worth  while  in  this  world  for,  upon  these, 
great  blessings  were  pronounced,  was  so  contrary  to 
the  accepted  philosophy  and  the  way  of  doing  things 
at  the  time  that  men  were  ill-disposed  to  accept  them. 


And  then  when  the  Master  followed  the  teachings 
of  the  Beatitudes  with  the  doctrines  of  the  necessity 
of  brother  being  reconciled  to  brother  before  gift 
offering  at  the  altar,  of  the  danger  of  committing 
adultery  in  the  heart,  of  plucking  out  and  cutting  off 
offending  members  of  the  body,  of  the  indissolubility 
of  the  marriage  vow,  of  non-swearing,  non-resistance, 
love  for  one's  enemies,  not  making  a  show  of  fasting 
and  almsgiving,  of  laying  up  treasures  in  heaven  and 
not  on  the  earth,  of  the  impossibility  of  serving  two 
masters,  of  taking  no  anxious  thought  for  the  morrow, 
of  judging  not,  and  a  score  of  other  great  truths  con- 
tained in  this  wonderful  sermon,  the  leaders  of  his 
day  refused  to  accept  teachings  so  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  rabbis. 

And  the  teachings  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
are  not  in  harmony  with  the  accepted  notions  of  many 
people  of  our  day.  Because  of  this  the  author  of 
this  book  has  wrought  a  good  work  in  preparing  these 
pages  for  the  public.  He  has  done  well  in  giving  us 
in  plain,  comprehensive  language  a  study  of  the  Be- 
atitudes. It  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  the  book 
will  find  a  hearty  welcome  among  all  who  care  for 
the  teachings  of  the  Master.  What  a  revolution 
would  take  place  in  the  world  today  if  the  teachings 
of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  were  made  manifest  in 
the  life  of  every  follower  of  Christ !  It  surely  would 
make  the  world  a  heavenly  place  in  Christ  Jesus. 
God  bless  the  book  to  this  end! 


D.  L.  Miller. 


PREFACE 


For  many  years  the  Beatitudes  have  been  used  as 
texts  for  sermons  in  my  preaching.  Their  study  has 
been  an  ever-increasing  subject  of  delight.  In  my 
study  I  have  consulted  commentaries  and  such  other 
helps  as  opportunity  gave  me. 

Sister  Rebecca  Bowman,  of  the  Art  Department  of 
Bridgewater  College,  kindly  helped  me  in  selecting  the 
pictures  for  illustration  of  the  several  subjects. 

Dr.  John  S.  Flory  kindly  read  my  manuscript  and 
made  some  valuable  corrections  and  encouraged  me 
to  have  it  printed. 

In  submitting  this  little  volume  to  the  public  we 
trust  that  those  who  read  may  be  put  in  closer  touch 
with  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  our  Savior  and  Re- 
deemer. If  the  reader  can,  in  some  measure,  be 
helped  to  breath  out  in  his  everyday  life,  in  his  con- 
tact with  men,  the  spirit  that  runs  through  and  per- 
meates the  Beatitudes,  then  this  little  work  is  not  in 
vain. 

S.  N.  McCann. 
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THE  BEATITUDES 


BLESSED. 

The  little  descriptive  adjective,  "blessed,"  intro 
during  each  one  of  the  Beatitudes,  means  more  than 
a  mere  benediction.  They  who  are  poor  in  spirit 
are  blessed  or  happy  ones ;  they  who  mourn  are 
blessed  ones ;  they  who  are  meek  are  blessed  ones ; 
they  who  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness  are 
blessed  ones,  and  so  of  the  merciful,  the  pure  in 
heart,  the  peacemakers  and  the  persecuted  for 
righteousness'  sake.  Blessed  or  happy  because  of 
their  nature,  because  of  what  they  are.  The  prom- 
ised blessings  of  the  kingdom,  of  comfort,  of  inher- 
itance and  the  like  belong  to  those  in  whom  the 
qualities  of  the  kingdom  inhere.  Their  works  are 
the  natural  outgrowth  of  their  real  inbred  natures. 
Not  from  the  old,  but  from  the  new,  Adam.  They 
work  not  in  order  to  be  good,  but  because  they  are 
good. 

The  qualities  named  in  the  Beatitudes  belong  to 
the  blessed,  to  the  happy.  Can  there  be  any  real, 
any  lasting  happiness  where  these  qualities  are  not 
found?  To  lack  in  any  one  of  these  great  qualities 
is  to  fail  of  the  blessedness,  the  happiness  that  be- 
longs to  one  in  whom  the  essentials  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  dwell. 
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Blessedness  being  an  inherent,  an  abiding  quality 
of  the  inner  man,  adversity  cannot  take  it  nor 
worldly  prosperity  give  it.  Prosperity  may  give 
what  the  world  calls  blessed,  but  it  cannot  give  any- 
thing lasting.  Riches  may  indicate  prosperity,  but 
they  do  not  indicate  blessedness.  Riches,  honor  and 
power  are  much  sought  for  by  the  world,  but  they 
cannot  give  blessedness.  A  man  who  is  truly 
blessed  may  possess  riches,  but  money,  stocks, 
bonds  will  never  possess  him.  Too  many  profess- 
ing Christians  allow  their  worldly  goods,  their  pro- 
fessions or  callings,  to  possess  and  control  them  in- 
stead of  possessing  their  goods  and  controlling 
them,  as  a  real  Christian  must  do.  Adversity  takes 
away  all  the  joy  of  riches,  honor,  and  worldly 
power,  but  it  can  never  take  joy,  peace,  and  happi- 
ness from  the  blessed.  Adversity  takes  away  the 
joys  of  the  world,  its  fashions,  its  games,  its  places 
of  amusement,  its  sensuality ;  all  vanish  and  become 
.remorseless  enemies  gnawing  at  a  grieved  and 
dying  conscience.  Adversity  adds  to  the  joys  of 
the  blessed.  Adversity  only  helps  them  to  lose  sight 
of  the  unreal,  the  foolish,  the  worldly,  the  perishing, 
and  to  lay  hold  in  a  more  sure  way  of  the  real,  the 
heavenly,  the  eternal.  Adversity  will  and  must 
come  into  every  life,  but  its  mission  is  death  to  all 
but  the  blessed.  To  the  blessed  adversity  brings 
new  and  richer  joys,  life  more  abundantly.  Adver- 
sity is  a  savor  of  life  to  life  or  of  death  to  death,  de- 
pending upon  the  nature  of  the  one  upon  whom  it 
falls.  Visit  the  bedside  of  the  blessed,  though  a 
widow  afflicted,  suffering,  nothing  to  give  joy  or 
peace  from  a  worldly  point  of  view,  yet  full  of  peace 
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and  joy,  a  miracle  of  grace.  The  blessed  can  say 
with  Paul,  "  Our  light  affliction,  which  is  for  the  mo- 
ment, worketh  for  us  more  and  more  exceedingly 
an  eternal  weight  of  glory."   2  Cor.  4 :  17. 

To  be  blessed  is  not  outward  ornament,  but  it  is  in- 
ward adornment,  soul  ornament,  the  mark  of  God's 
own  child.  Blessedness  is  not  a  borrowed  quality, 
but  is  a  man's  own,  for  God  has  given  it.  It  is  in 
the  heart,  spiritual,  holy,  Godlike.  The  heart  qual- 
ities of  the  blessed  reach  out  into  their  every-day 
life  and  become  a  conforming  power,  moulding 
thoughts,  words  and  acts  into  unselfish,  Christlike 
examples  to  a  sinful  world.  The  heart  qualities  of 
the  blessed  make  their  character.  They  are  men  of 
sterling  qualities.  They  bear  the  image  of  their 
Lord  and  Master.  "As  is  the  heavenly,  such  are 
they  also  that  are  heavenly."  1.  Cor.  15:  48.  The 
fruit  of  the  Spirit,  "  Love,  joy,  peace,  longsufrering, 
kindness,  meekness,  self-control,"  is  theirs.  This 
fruit  is  not  feigned  or  put  on ;  it  only  shows  the 
kind  or  quality  of  nature  from  which  it  grows.  "  If 
any  man  is  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature,  the  old 
things  are  passed  away."  1  Cor.  5 :  17.  Every 
blessed  one  belongs  to  the  new  creation  in  Christ 
Jesus. 
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QUOTATIONS  ON  POOR  IN  SPIRIT. 

Blessed  are  the  humble  souls  that  see 

Their  emptiness  and  poverty; 
Treasures  of  grace  to  them  are  given, 

And  crowns  of  joy  laid  up  in  heaven. 
The  poor  in  spirit  thou  hast  fed, 

The  feeble  soul  hath  strengthened  been ; 
The  mourner  thou  hast  comforted, 

The  pure  in  heart  their  God  have  seen." 

— Montgomery. 

Money  never  made  any  man  rich,  but  his  mind.  He  that 
can  order  himself  to  nature  is  not  only  without  the  sense, 
but  the  fear  of  poverty. — Ben  Jonson. 

That  poverty  which  is  not  the  daughter  of  the  spirit  is 
but  the  mother  of  shame  and  reproach;  it  is  a  disreputation 
that  drowns  all  the  other  good  parts  that  are  in  man;  it  is 
a  disposition  to  all  kinds  of  evil;  it  is  man's  greatest  foe. — 
Al  far  ache. 

Lord  God,  I  thank  thee  that  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  make 
me  a  poor  and  indigent  man  upon  earth.  I  have  neither 
house  nor  land  nor  money,  to  leave  behind  me.  Thou  hast 
given  me  wife  and  children,  whom  I  now  restore  to  thee. 
Lord,  nourish,  teach,  and  preserve  them  as  thou  hast  me. — 
Luther. 

To  bear  adversity  with  meek  submission  to  the  will  of  God ; 
to  endure  chastisement  with  all  long-suffering  and  joyfulness; 
to  appear  cheerful  amid  surrounding  gloom;  hopeful  amidst 
desponding  circumstances ;  happy  in  God  when  there  is  noth- 
ing else  to  make  us  happy;  he  who  does  this  has  indeed  made 
great  advances  in  the  divine  life. — John  Angel  James. 
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The  life  of  a  man  poor  in  spirit,  "  the  life  of  a  godly  man, 
is  like  a  river,  not  like  a  stagnant  pool  or  a  dead  sea.  It  is 
ever  in  motion,  sometimes  sparkling  in  the  sunbeam,  and 
sometimes  shivering  in  the  clouds ;  sometimes  chanting  through 
scenery  as  beautiful  as  Eden,  and  sometimes  moaning  through 
districts  of  miserable  desolation ;  sometimes  clear  as  the  day, 
and  sometimes  black  as  the  night.  Still  it  is  ever  moving  to 
its  ocean  destiny — progress  is  its  law,  infinitude  its  home." 

"  Progress,  in  the  sense  of  acquisition,  is  something ;  but 
progress  in  the  sense  of  being  is  a  great  deal  more.  To  grow 
higher,  deeper,  wider,  as  the  years  go  on;  to  conquer  diffi- 
culties, and  acquire  more  and  more  power;  to  feel  all  one's 
faculties  unfolding  into  the  soul, — this  is  the  fruit  borne  by 
the  one  who  is  poor  in  spirit." 

"  Lord  Jesus,  I  long  to  be  perfectly  whole ; 
I  want  thee,  forever,  to  live  in  my  soul; 
Break  down  ev'ry  idol,  cast  out  ev'ry  foe ; 
Now  wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow. 

"Lord  Jesus,  thou  seest  I  patiently  wait; 
Come  now,  and  within  me  a  new  heart  create ; 
To  those  who  have  sought  thee,  thou  never  saidst  no— - 
Now  wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow." 
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THE  POOR  IN  SPIRIT. 

Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. — Matt.  5:  3. 

God's  promise  is  here  conditioned  upon  the  kind 
of  spirit  manifested,  as  well  as  the  kind  of  spirit 
dwelling  in  the  person.  The  poor  in  spirit  is  in  con- 
trast with  self-sufficiency,  self-righteousness,  inde- 
pendence, and  self-exaltation.  The  poor  in  spirit 
have  no  trouble  to  keep  the  command  to  regard 
others  as  better  than  themselves,  to  look  not  every 
man  upon  his  own  things,  but  every  one  upon  the 
things  of  another.  The  poor  in  spirit  do  not  lose 
the  righteousness  of  Christ  in  trying  to  establish 
their  own  righteousness.   Rom.  10 :  3. 

The  disciples,  as  well  as  all  the  Jews,  were  ex- 
pecting the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  to  be  set  up  with 
great  power  and  great  glory.  They  were  expecting 
its  King  as  well  as  its  subjects  to  be  of  a  royal  race, 
to  conquer  and  subdue  all  opposers  by  the  sword,  to 
manifest  not  a  humble  and  quiet  spirit,  but  just  the 
opposite,  a  spirit  vindictive  and  self-sufficient.  The 
disciples  were  expecting  Jesus  to  be  this  royal 
Prince,  going  forth  to  conquer  with  great  ostenta- 
tion, heaping  glory  not  alone  upon  himself,  but 
upon  all  his  subjects.  This  declaration,  that  the 
poor  in  spirit  are  the  blessed  possessors  of  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven,  was  so  new  and  so  entirely  foreign 
to  their  ways  of  thinking  that  they  grasped  but  little 
of  its  true  meaning.   They  really  never  understood 
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this  first  great  truth  until  after  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost.  Acts  1 :  6-8. 

This  truth  is  not  yet  comprehended  by  any  who 
have  not  received  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  just  as 
hard  for  the  worldly  man  to  realize  that  only  the 
poor  in  spirit  can  have  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  as 
theirs,  as  it  was  for  the  disciples.  It  is  just  as  hard 
for  the  proud,  self-sufficient,  self-righteous,  vindic- 
tive man  to  know  what  Christ  really  means  in  prom- 
ising the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  to  the  poor  in  spirit 
as  it  was  for  the  disciples.  It  cannot  be  understood 
by  such,  neither  can  it  be  possessed.  The  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  can  be  possessed  only  by  the  poor  in 
spirit. 

We  see  the  poor  in  spirit  and  the  self-righteous 
thrown  in  sharp  contrast  by  Jesus  in  his  illustration 
of  the  two  men  that  went  up  into  the  temple  to 
pray.  Luke  18 :  9-14.  They  were  both  religious 
men,  both  praying  characters,  but  the  Pharisee  was 
self-righteous,  while  the  publican  was  poor  in  spirit. 
There  are  too  many  professing  Christians  who  are 
Pharisees  in  spirit,  and  for  this  reason  cannot  have 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  They  are  puffed  up  with 
self-righteousness  and  boast  themselves,  Pharisee- 
like, that  they  are  keeping  the  commandments,  that 
they  are  not  like  this  poor  Christian,  or  that  poor 
Christian.  Inwardly  they  say,  "  I  thank  God  that  I 
obey  Jesus  in  the  command  to  wash  feet,  to  salute 
with  a  holy  kiss,  to  anoint  the  sick  with  oil,  to  adorn 
with  modest  apparel,  to  refuse  to  take  oaths,  to  do 
good  for  evil."  The  fasting,  the  giving  ot  tithes, 
the  practice  of  virtue,  justice  and  mercy  were  all 
right  of  the  Pharisee,  and  he  could  not  have  been 
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acceptable  with  God  and  have  done  less.  Ju'st  so  is 
the  keeping  of  the  commandments  right  and  accept- 
able with  God,  but  the  spirit  of  self-righteousness  is 
not  acceptable,  and  its  possessor  cannot  claim  the 
promise.  It  is  unwise  to  measure  ourselves  by  our- 
selves and  compare  ourselves  among  ourselves.  It 
only  gives  the  Pharisaic  spirit,  which  hinders 
growth  in  grace.  The  poor  publican  was  not  likely 
as  good  a  man  in  his  practice  as  the  Pharisee;  not 
likely  living  as  close  to  the  law  as  the  Pharisee;  but 
he  was  poor  in  spirit  and  measured  not  himself  by 
others,  hence  would  grow  and  develop  into  the  Di- 
vine image,  which  no  self-righteous  man  can  ever 
do.  He  was  a  religious  man,  a  praying  man,  but 
looking  at  himself,  as  he  came  into  the  presence  of 
God  in  devoted  prayer,  he  hung  his  head  in  shame 
and  cried,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner."  If  a 
vision  of  God  in  prayer  does  not  help  us  to  see  the 
filthy  rags  of  our  own  righteousness  (Isaiah  64:  6) 
and  make  us  cry  out  to  God  for  mercy,  energizing 
us  to  deeper  consecration,  and  a  greater  effort  to 
do  righteousness,  we  are  not  poor  in  spirit,  and  can- 
not claim  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  as  ours. 

The  self-sufficient  spirit  is  thrown  in  clear  con- 
trast with  the  poor  in  spirit  in  Christ's  parable  of 
the  prodigal  son.  The  young  man,  tired  of  home, 
tired  of  parental  restraint,  tired  of  farm  life,  calls 
for  his  portion  of  the  inheritance.  All  the  parental  in- 
fluence and  love  avails  nothing  to  keep  him  at  home. 
He  feels  his  self-importance  and  goes  out  full-hand- 
ed, young,  hopeful,  innocent,  good  looking,  and  in- 
dependent. The  gay  society  of  the  world,  the  fast 
young  men  and  fashionable  young  women  riot  with 
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him  in  the  whirl  of  pleasure  that  the  self-sufficient 
love  and  court.  His  dream  of  pleasure,  like  that  of 
many  young  men  and  women  since,  was  soon  over. 
His  money  and  good  clothes  gone,  his  gay  and 
worldly  companions  also  were  gone.  Want — bitter, 
wretched  poverty — caused  him  to  come  to  himself, 
as  it  should  cause  every  prodigal  to  do.  He  might 
have  said,  "  I  have  a  father  who  is  full  of  love.  I  will 
go  back  and  throw  myself  on  his  mercy.  I  will  tell 
him  I  am  his  son,  that  I  am  sorry  for  my  mistake. 
I  desire  to  be  received  back  into  the  family."  The 
father  no  doubt  would  have  welcomed  him  back 
just  as  lovingly  as  a  kind  parent  always  does,  yet 
the  son  would  have  been  unfitted  for  that  house; 
it  could  not  have  been  home  to  him.  With  the  re- 
turn of  plenty  he  would  have  gone  back  to  his  wal- 
lowing in  the  mire. 

Thank  God  he  came  to  himself  and  felt  too  un- 
worthy to  be  received  back  as  a  son.  He  came  back, 
pleading  mercy,  begging  forgiveness,  and  most  of 
all  feeling  his  utter  unworthiness  to  be  received 
back  as  a  son  and  heir.  Here  we  see  the  poor  in 
spirit  such  as  can  be  blessed  with  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  as  theirs;  such  as  God  can  welcome  into 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven;  such  as  will  love  its  re- 
straints and  submit  to  its  laws ;  such  as  will  not 
again  desire  the  poor  husks  of  worldly  pleasure. 

God  is  ready  and  willing  to  give  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  to  everyone  who  can  receive  it.  The  self- 
sufficient  cannot  receive  it,  cannot  comprehend  its 
glories  and  blessings,  but  the  poor  in  spirit  can,  and 
they  will  not  only  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heav- 
en, but  they  will  enjoy  sweet  fellowship  there. 
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Peter  showed  the  independent  spirit  that  sepa- 
rated between  him  and  any  part  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  when  he  refused  to  have  his  feet  washed. 
There  is  a  sense  in  which  the  very  spirit  manifested 
by  Peter  in  this  refusal  is  right.  He  refused  to  have 
his  feet  washed  because  he  felt  too  unworthy  to  al- 
low Jesus  to  do  so  menial  an  act.  This  feeling  of 
reverence  for  the  Master  was  all  right,  but  the  poor 
in  spirit  that  can  hold  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  must 
not  only  feel  their  unworthiness,  their  reverence  for 
the  Master,  but  they  must  be  poor  enough  in  spirit 
to  obey  whenever  and  wherever  and  whatever  he 
demands. 

Peter,  realizing  his  mistake,  showed  a  spirit  that 
everyone  who  is  enjoying  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
must  show.  "  Lord,  not  my  feet  only,  but  also  my 
hands  and  my  head."  Not  my  will  but  thine  be 
done  is  the  spirit  that  is  poor  enough  to  make  its 
possessor  Christlike,  to  keep  him  fit  for  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven. 

Paul  started  to  Damascus  with  a  spirit  of  self- 
exaltation,  having  with  him  letters  of  authority  to 
bind  and  imprison  the  Christians  there.  Persecu- 
tion was  his  errand  and  he  went  with  authority  and 
power  to  crush  out  the  infant  church  at  Damascus. 

A  true  vision  of  Christ  broke  his  haughty  spirit 
and  he  was  willing  to  be  led  to  and  by  the  very 
disciple  Whom  he  expected  to  imprison.  He  was 
willing  to  be  baptized,  by  that  very  person,  into  the 
Christ  that  he  had  hated  with  bitter  hatred  just  be- 
fore. He  showed  truly  that  he  was  poor  in  spirit, 
a  blessed  possessor  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

When  a  man  is  poor  in  spirit  he  is  emptied  of  self, 
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and  can  be  filled  with  Christ.  Christ  cannot  get 
into  a  man  who  is  full  of  self ;  there  is  no  room  for 
Jesus.  The  poor  in  spirit  are  blessed  because  they 
are  happy.  They  have  not  the  spirit  of  the  world 
to  make  them  unhappy  and  discontented.  They  are 
blessed  because  they  have  the  spirit  that  puts  them 
in  sympathy  with  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 
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THE  POOR  IN  SPIRIT  HAVE  THE  KINGDOM 
OF  HEAVEN:  STATE  OF  BEING. 

Blessed  are  the  poor  in  Spirit:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. — Matt.  5:  3. 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  theirs  now,  not  after 
they  are  dead.  They  enter  into  possession  now  and 
their  claims  are  not  relinquished  at  death.  They 
are  sealed  heirs  and  joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ. 
They  are  sons  of  God.  They  may  not  have  much 
of  this  world's  goods ;  they  may  not  be  wise  in 
worldly  wisdom ;  yet  they  have  the  true  riches  and 
the  true  wisdom.  All  other  riches  are  subject  to 
decay;  rust  and  moth  may  eat  them  up,  but  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  can  never  pass  away.  Death 
separates  from  all  other  riches,  but  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  only  grows  richer  and  dearer  as  the  curtain 
of  death  cuts  off  the  sorrows  and  sins  of  a  wicked 
world.  Those  who  have  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
only  begin  to  enjoy  their  riches  more  fully  at  the 
point  where  all  other  riches  must  be  given  up.  A 
few  years  at  most  and  all  earthly  riches  pass  away, 
but  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  ours  for  eternity. 
Ours  for  all  time,  and  then  ours  for  eternity.  Who 
can  measure  eternity?  We  cannot  even  think  of  its 
beginning  nor  of  its  end.  The  riches  of  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  are  eternal  riches. 

Is  it  not  strange  that  men  will  sell  their  right  and 
title  to  eternal  riches  for  a  few  passing  worldly 
pleasures?  Sell  out  to  the  devil  for  the  wages  of 
sin,  which  is  death?  Rom.  6  :  23.  How  many  intend 
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to  lay  claim  to  their  blood-bought  title,  to  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven,  but  lose  the  opportunity  through 
putting  off  until  tomorrow  what  should  be  done 
now  ?  Reader,  no  longer  delay,  but  claim  your  title 
now. 

Those  who  have  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  have 
the  true  wisdom ;  the  wisdom,  that  keeps  on  devel- 
oping when  time  is  no  more.  Earthly  wisdom  and 
knowledge  reach  their  limit ;  then  decay  sets  in  and 
death  comes,  and  its  usefulness  is  past.  How  often 
are  those  in  the  prime  of  life,  with  large  stores  of 
earthly  knowledge  and  wisdom,  cut  off !  They  must 
go  to  meet  God  without  any  real  wisdom  or  knowl- 
edge. Their  talents  have  been  buried  in  the  earthly 
and  perishing  napkin  of  worldly  wisdom  and  world- 
ly knowleldge.  Mental  and  physical  culture  are  all 
right  if  the  moral  and  spiritual  man  is  not  starved 
to  death.  There  can  be  no  true  and  lasting  culture 
of  the  spiritual  man  outside  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  Real  soul  culture  never  begins  until  a 
man  possesses  the  blood-bought  purchase,  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Soul  culture  does  not  end  at 
death,  does  not  end  with  time;  when  eternity  be- 
gins the  darkened  glass  of  the  flesh  is  thrown  off, 
and  we  begin  to  see  as  we  are  seen,  and  to  know  as 
we  are  known.  1  Cor.  13 :  12.  Some  of  the  wisest 
of  this  world  will  come  to  eternity  as  fools  (1  Cor. 
1:  18),  while  many  who  are  looked  upon  as  foolish 
will  come  to  eternity  with  the  true  wisdom,  the  wis- 
dom that  will  go  on  developing  when  every  vestige 
of  worldly  wisdom  and  knowledge  has  been  forgot- 
ten. The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  theirs  and  the 
foundation  for  true  knowledge  and  true  wisdom  is 
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laid.  The  development  in  this  life  is  and  must  be 
great,  but  how  much  greater  in  the  life  to  come.  I, 
in  possession  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven ;  I,  a  per- 
sonality created  in  God's  image,  in  possession  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  in  eternity,  and  for  eternity, 
with  all  of  the  possibilities  of  pure  knowledge  and 
pure  wisdom  before  me!  Grand,  glorious,  God- 
bought  privilege !  How  we  love  to  live  in  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  now;  how  we  love  to  seek  first  its 
righteousness;  how  we  rejoice  to  suffer  for  its  sake 
in  this  world ! 

What  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven?  The  apostles 
believed  it  to  be  an  earthly,  temporal  reign  of  Christ 
with  his  people.  The  Jews  also  believed  it  to  be  an 
earthly,  temporal  reign.  In  this  they  were  all  mis- 
taken, but  if  we  take  out  the  temporal  idea  and  sub- 
stitute the  spiritual  one,  we  have  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  with  Christ  as  King.  The  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  is  Christ  reigning  in  the  hearts  of  the  poor 
in  spirit.  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  becomes  a  state 
of  being  and  not  a  place  in  which  one  lives.  Any 
place  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  to  the  poor  in 
spirit.  This  is  not  only  true  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  now,  but  it  will  be  true  for  all  eternity. 
Wherever  the  Holy  Spirit,  Christ  and  the  Father 
can  come,  and  do  come,  there  is  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  not  eating 
and  drinking,  but  righteousness  and  peace,  and  joy, 
in  the  Holy  Ghost.  Rom.  14 :  17.  Jesus  being  asked 
when  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  cometh,  said,  "The 
kingdom  of  heaven  cometh  not  with  observation : 
neither  shall  they  say,  Lo  here!  or,  There  !  for  lo, 
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the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  within  you."  Luke  17: 
20,  21. 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  becomes  intensive  as 
well  as  extensive  in  the  life  of  everyone  that  has  it. 
Its  intensive  power,  its  power  to  pervade  the  whole 
man,  soul,  body  and  spirit,  is  illustrated  in  Christ's 
parable  of  the  leaven.  Once  planted  in  the  heart 
and  the  whole  man  will  come  under  its  leavening 
power.  It  leavens  not  only  the  spiritual  and  moral 
man,  but  the  mental ;  even  the  thoughts,  and  also 
the  physical  man — appetites,  habits  and  all,  are 
changed. 

The  extensive  power  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
is  illustrated  by  the  parable  of  the  mustard  seed.  It 
grows  and  develops  from  a  small  seed  to  many 
thousand  times  its  size,  becoming  a  thing  of  life  and 
vigor.  The  growth  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is 
not  spasmodic  but  continuous,  while  the  gentle 
showers  and  warm  sunshine  of  God's  love  are  not 
shut  out  by  the  storm  clouds  of  lust  and  worldly 
desire. 

When  a  man  finds  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  it  is 
valued  above  all  else.  Everything  is  counted  sec- 
ondary to  the  riches  and  joys  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  Christ  illustrates  its  value  in  the  parables 
of  the  pearl  and  of  the  hid  treasure. 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  belongs  to  the  poor  in 
spirit  because  they  by  grace  have  the  disposition  of 
sons  of  God.  Righteousness  and  peace  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghost  reign  in  every  child  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven.  They  are  robed  in  righteousness,  both 
imputed  and  personal.  Their  imputed  righteous- 
ness gives  confidence  and  assurance,  and  their  per- 
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sonal  righteousness  makes  them'  real  lights  of  the 
world. 

Peace,  like  a  benediction,  is  theirs  at  all  times. 
There  is  no  power  in  the  world,  no  power  in  life  or 
in  death  that  can  take  their  peace.  They  have  the 
peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding. 

Joy  such  as  the  world  can  never  know  is  theirs; 
joy  that  makes  them  rejoice  in  service,  in  sacrifice, 
in  -self-denial,  in  suffering,  for  Christ's  sake;  joy 
now  and  joy  for  evermore.  "  Rejoice,  and  again  I 
say  rejoice,"  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  yours. 
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THEIRS  IS  THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN: 
ORGANIZATION. 

"Blessed  are  the  poor  in  Spirit:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  not  only  a  state,  a 
condition,  but  it  is  more.  It  is  a  spiritual  organiza- 
tion. It  not  only  gets  into  God's  child,  but  he  gets 
into  it.  It  is  possible  to  get  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  without  its  getting  into  the  heart,  as  is  illus- 
trated by  the  parable  of  the  net.  A  man  who  gets 
into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  without  its  getting  into 
him  is  only  a  nominal  professor  of  religion.  He  is 
not  a  part  of  the  mystical  body  of  Christ,  not  a  part 
of  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife.  It  is  evident  from 
the  parable  of  the  net  that  all  who  are  in  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  are  not  saved.  There  are  many  who 
will  be  counted  bad  when  the  separating  time 
comes.  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  as  a  spiritual  or- 
ganization, contains  both  saved  and  unsaved  peo- 
ple. This  same  truth  is  illustrated  in  the  parable  of 
the  ten  virgins.  Only  half  are  ready  when  the  test 
comes.  The  parable  of  the  tares  seems  to  teach 
the  same  lesson.  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  contains 
loyal  and  disloyal  subjects. 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  and  the  church  here 
seem  to  be  the  same  spiritual  body.  The  church 
contains  both  saved  and  unsaved  members.  The 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  as  well  as  the  church,  as  a  di- 
vine organization,  is  perfect,  but  it  is  both  human 
and  divine.   On  the  human  side  it  is  imperfect  and 
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faulty.  Because  of  its  human  side,  it  contains  bad 
fish,  foolish  virgins  and  tares.  Because  of  its  divine 
side,  it  contains  good  fish,  wise  virgins,  and  wheat. 
The  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,  seems  to  be  composed 
of  the  saved  ones  only.-  They  are  the  ones  into 
whom  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  has  entered,  the  ones 
to  whom  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  righteousness 
and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  mystical 
body  of  Christ  corresponds  to  the  bride,  the  Lamb's 
wife,  and  not  to  the  church  or  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  The  mystical  body  of  Christ  contains  the 
saved,  the  sanctified,  and  these  only. 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  as  a  state  of  being  is 
very  much  more  important  than  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  as  an  organization,  or  church.  A  man  can- 
not get  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  state  of  being 
except  he  be  born  of  water,  and  of  the  spirit,  but 
he  can  get  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  an  organ- 
ization, by  the  mere  ceremony  of  baptism.  St.  John 
3 :  3-5.  There  are  too  many  people  that  put  more 
stress  upon  the  organization  than  they  do  upon  the 
thought  of  a  new  creature.  It  is  the  state  of  being 
that  should  most  concern  a  convert.  Whether  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  gets  into  him  and  makes  him  a 
fit  subject  for  Christ  to  reign  over,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  reign  in,  should  be  the  first  consideration. 
When  men  get  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  state 
of  being,  and  get  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  into  them, 
it  will  not  be  hard  for  them  to  be  one  in  reference  to 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  an  organization.  Christ's 
prayer  for  the  oneness  of  his  people  will  never  be 
realized  until  the  Christian  world  lays  more  stress 
upon  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  as  a  condition. 
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Christ  in  organizing  his  church  surely  meant  that 
church  to  represent  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  an  or- 
ganization, here  upon  earth.  I  have  tried  hard  to 
find  a  parable  or  a  teaching  that  will  justify  organ- 
izations instead  of  an  organization  for  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven,  but  I  cannot  do  so.  I  have  tried  hard  to 
make  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  as  an  organization, 
mean  something  else  than  the  church,  but  I  cannot 
do  that.  If  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  an  organiza- 
tion, a  church  here  on  earth,  with  Christ  as  its 
King,  as  its  Lord  and  Master,  where  is  that  church, 
where  is  that  people  ?  God  must  have  a  people  some- 
where that  represents  what  Christ  and  the  apostles 
established  in  the  world.  If  a  man  gets  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  into  him,  will  he  make  an  effort  to 
get  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  as  organized  by 
Jesus?  Will  he  be  satisfied  until  he  gets  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  an  organization?  Will  a  man 
be  satisfied  with  an  organization  if  he  can  get 
nearer  to  Christ's  teaching  somewhere  else? 

No  man  can  say  Jesus  is  Lord  but  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  1  Cor.  12 :  3.  If  a  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is 
Lord  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  will  seek  first  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  and  its  righteousness ;  he  will  not 
be  cut  out  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  because  he 
refuses  to  do  what  Jesus  says.  Matt.  6 :  33 ;  7 :  21. 
If  a  man  says  Jesus  is  Lord  from  education,  from 
policy,  or  from  any  other  cause  than  real  conviction 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  is  apt  to  say  "  Lord,  Lord," 
without  being  able  to  enter  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.   Matt.  7:21. 

The  entering  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is 
sometimes  used  in  reference  to  the  future  state  of 
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bliss,  the  final  victory  over  the  flesh,  the  world,  and 
the  devil.  The  parable  of  the  pounds  seems  to  be 
given  to  illustrate  the  final  triumph.  When  life's 
work  is  done,  Christ  pictures  the  triumphant  as 
coming  and  sitting  down  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  At  that  day  the 
angels  will  gather  out  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
or  organization,  all  things  that  cause  stumbling  and 
that  do  iniquity.  Luke  13 :  41.  Paul  urged  upon 
the  brethren  in  Achia  that  the  final  triumph  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  would  be  through  many  tribu- 
lations.  Acts  14 :  22. 

It  is  evident  that  all  the  glories  of  the  blessed  in- 
heritance of  the  saints  will  never  be  fully  realized 
until  the  final  triumph.  When  God's  children  shall 
be  clothed  in  their  glorified  bodies,  and  all  things 
that  do  iniquity  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven,  then  and  not  till  then  will  they  fully 
realize  what  they  have  and  what  they  are. 

"  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit :  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven." 

The  Christian  church  as  a  body  is  not  coextensive 
with  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  The  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  and  the  church  coincide  during  this  age. 
All  who  are  truly  in  Christ  are  in  the  church  and 
also  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.   John  3 :  5. 

A  man  may  be  nominally  in  the  church  without 
being  in  Christ.  Such  a  one  is  not  in  the  mystical 
body  of  Christ  and  not  in  the  church,  hence  not  in 
the  Kingdom. 
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THE  KING  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN. 

Blessed  are  the  poor  in  Spirit:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

In  proportion  as  any  loyal  subject  realizes  that 
the  kingdom  in  which  he  lives  is  his,  just  so  far  will 
he  reverence  the  king,  love,  obey,  and  defend  his 
laws.  That  Jesus  is  Head  of  the  church,  Lord  and 
Master  to  every  member  of  the  church,  King  to 
every  subject  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  cannot  be 
questioned.  A  good  king  always  looks  out  for  the 
best  interests  of  his  subjects.  His  laws,  regula- 
tions, restrictions,  and  privileges  are  all  intended 
for  their  best  and  highest  good.  A  loyal  subject, 
realizing  this,  will  love,  defend  and  sustain  every 
law!  of  his  king.  This  is  clearly  illustrated  in  the 
subjects  of  Britain.  Though  found  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  they  are  loyal  to  the  crown.  They  are 
very  jealous  of  the  good  name  of  their  king,  and  be- 
cause of  this  they  are  ready  to  die  in  defense  of  his 
laws.  To  break  a  law  of  the  kingdom  is  to  offend 
every  loyal  British  subject. 

Is  Jesus  as  King  any  less  solicitous  for  his  sub- 
jects' welfare  than  the  best  earthly  king?  He  is 
more  concerned  and  much  more  able  to  rule  to  the 
highest  and  purest  good  of  every  subject  than  any 
earthly  sovereign.  Jesus  should  be  enthroned  as 
King,  as  Lord  and  Master  of  our  physical,  mental 
and  moral  natures.  If  Jesus  is  enthroned  in  the 
physical  man,  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  cannot  control. 
There  will  be  no  room  for  fornication,  uncleanness, 
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lasciviousness,  idolatry,  sorcery,  enmities,  strife, 
jealousies,  wraths,  factions,  divisions,  parties,  envy- 
ings,  drunkenness,  revelings,  and  such  like.  Gal.  5 : 
19.  Jesus  enthroned,  and  there  will  be  no  wish,  no 
real  desire  to  commit  any  of  these  gross  evils.  Self 
enthroned,  and  lust  and  pride,  worldliness  and 
greed  of  gain  will  rule  the  life  and  Jesus  will  be 
"Lord  and  Master,"  if  at  all,  only  in  name.  Jesus 
on  the  throne,  and  physical  nature,  brute  lust,  can- 
not rule  the  life.  Whenever  a  man  allows  the  phys- 
ical to  rule  him,  Christ  is  no  King  and  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  cannot  be  claimed.  The  physical 
man  must  be  converted,  he  must  enthrone  Christ,  or 
there  will  be  a  great  conflict  between  profession  and 
professor,  a  wide  breach  between  preaching  and 
practice.  The  body  is  sacred  in  God's  sight  and 
should  be  so  regarded  by  every  Christian.  Any  use 
of  the  body  or  any  organ  of  the  body  that  makes 
the  man  less  efficient  for  real  service,  or  that  lowers 
the  tone  of  real,  pure  and  noble  manhood,  is  not 
allowing  Christ  to  be  King  of  the  physical  man. 

Jesus  must  not  only  rule  the  physical,  but  he 
must  be  enthroned  in  the  mind  also.  The  mind  is 
the  real  man,  because  every  man  is  rapidly  becom- 
ing what  he  thinks.  It  is  impossible  to  give  evil  a 
place  in  the  mind  and  not  very  soon  give  it  a  place 
in  the  physical  nature.  If  Christ  is  enthroned  in 
the  mind  all  the  virtues  of  his  life  will  tend  to  work 
themselves  out  into  the  practical,  every-day  life  of 
the  man.  Jesus  says,  "  From  the  heart  [mind] 
come  evil  thoughts,  fornications,  thefts,  murders, 
adulteries,  covetings,  wickednesses,  deceit,  lasciv- 
iousness, an  evil  eye,  railing,  pride,  foolishness.  All 
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these  evil  things  proceed  from  within  and  defile  the 
man."    Mark  7  :  21-23. 

There  is  danger  of  giving  the  flesh  credit  for  much 
of  the  evil  that  is  allowed  to  revel  in  the  mind.  Paul 
said  he  served  the  law  of  God  with  his  mind,  but 
with  the  flesh  the  law  of  sin.  Rom.  7:  25.  In  this 
service  he  kept  the  body  under  (1  Cor.  9  :  27),  which 
no  man  can  do  or  ever  has  done  when  he  allows  sin 
to  revel  in  his  mind.  Christ  must  be  Lord  and  Mas- 
ter in  the  thought  realm  or  he  can  never  be  in  the 
physical  realm.  "  As  a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart, 
so  is  he,"  is  just  as  true  now  as  it  ever  was.  No 
man  can  be  virtuous  and  hold  unvirtuous  thoughts. 
The  thought  realm  must  allow  Christ  to  rule,  or  a 
Christian  becomes  like,  a  whited  sepulcher,  full  of 
all  uncleanness.  Too  many  excuse  themselves,  say- 
ing they  cannot  help  evil  thoughts — excusing  evil 
in  the  thought  realm — but  to  all  such  Christ  would 
say  these  are  the  sources  of  defilement.  Enthrone 
Christ  in  the  thoughts  and  your  conflict  with  the 
flesh  will  always  end  in  victory.  A  man  must  be 
low  indeed  if  his  mind  is  not  master  over  the  flesh. 
It  is  the  evil  mind  that  leads  the  flesh  to  sin  in  most 
cases  rather  than  the  flesh  leading  the  mind.  If  the 
mind  is  converted  and  Christ  is  Lord  and  Master  of 
it,  there  will  be  no  failures  because  of  the  flesh. 
The  sad  comment  of  a  brilliant  career  for  Christ 
and  for  the  church  will  not  be  blotted  out  because 
of  some  fleshly  lust,  if  Christ  is  enthroned  in  the 
mind.  "Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for  theirs  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

With  Christ  enthroned  in  the  physical  and 
thought  realms,  the  moral  or  spiritual  realm  be- 
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comes  Christ's,  and  he  rules  the  man.  His  Spirit 
comes  and  bears  witness  with  our  spirits  that  we 
are  his.   The  Holy  Spirit  finds  a  home  in  the  body. 

Christ  and  the  Father  come  and  abide  with  all 
such,  for  they  love  to  do  his  commandments. 
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THE  CHRIST  LIFE  REVEALS  THE  MEAN- 
ING OF  POOR  IN  SPIRIT. 

Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

Christ  in  his  incarnation  took  our  natures,  felt 
our  weaknesses,  was  tempted  as  we  are,  yet  gave  us 
in  his  life  a  perfect  example,  a  perfect  pattern.  He 
says  the  poor  in  spirit  are  blessed  ones,  and  because 
of  what  they  are  they  have  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

If  haughtiness  of  spirit  is  ever  justifiable  it  was 
surely  justifiable  in  the  One  who,  though  tempted 
as  we  are,  yet  sinned  not.  We  cannot  think  of  Je- 
sus as  being  haughty,  self-willed,  vain,  or  proud. 
He  was  poor  in  spirit  at  all  times,  under  all  circum- 
stances, and  in  every  place.  When  the  disciples  re- 
buked those  who  brought  little  children  to  Jesus  he 
showed  them  that  only  such  as  were  poor  in  spirit, 
like  little  children,  could  be  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  He  showed  his  spirit  by  saying  to  his 
disciples,  "  Suffer  the  little  children,  and  forbid 
them  not,  to  come  unto  me."  Matt.  19 :  13-15. 
Christ  was  always  poor  enough  in  spirit  to  take  time 
to  notice  the  little  children.  He  was  poor  enough 
in  spirit  to  take  the  common  things  of  every-day 
life  for  his  great  lessons,  to  mingle  with  the  com- 
mon people,  and  to  help  all  who  could  be  helped  to 
purer  and  better  ideals.  Christ  submitted  his  will 
to  the  Father's  will  at  all  times.  In  the  agony  of 
the  garden,  he  cried  out  against  the  suffering,  but 
still  plead,  "  Not  my  will  but  thy  will  be  done." 
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There  is  no  clearer  evidence  of  the  quality  of  spirit 
than  a  submissive  will.  The  haughty  spirit  could 
never  say,  "  Thy  will  be  done."  The  selfish  man 
could  never  say,  "  Thy  will,  not  mine."  The  self- 
willed  could  never  manifest  this  quality  of  spirit. 
It  is  only  the  poor  in  spirit  who  can  truly  say,  "  Thy 
will,  not  mine,  be  done."  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  the 
Creator  of  all  things,  the  Wisdom  and  Power  of  Je- 
hovah, the  Light  of  the  world,  the  Sinless  One,  poor 
in  spirit,  is  an  example  by  precept  and  by  practice 
for  every  child  of  God.  To  be  poor  in  spirit  repre- 
sents the  very  genius  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

It  was  the  Man  Christ  Jesus  that  suffered ;  it  was 
the  human  in  Christ  that  cried  out,  "  My  Father,  if 
it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  away  from  me."  It 
was  the  Man  Christ  who  cried  out,  "  Not  as  I  will, 
but  as  thou  wilt."  It  was  Christ  as  a  Man  that  was 
poor  in  spirit,  demonstrating  the  possibility  of  poor 
human  nature  being  like  him.  The  human  Christ 
living,  practicing,  in  daily  life  just  what  he  would 
have  every  follower  of  his  to  practice,  leads  the  way. 
He  is  "  One  that  hath  been  in  all  points  tempted 
like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin."  Heb.  4 :  15.  It  was 
the  human  Christ  that  manifested  the  divine  quali- 
ties in  this  Beatitude  that  he  would  have  us  to  man- 
ifest. He  had  no  more  help  on  the  divine  side  than 
he  has  delegated  to  every  child  of  his  through  the 
new  birth.  If  Christ  took  help  that  he  has  not  dele- 
gated to  his  followers,  he  is  not  an  example  possible 
for  them  to  imitate.  He  became  a  Man  to  show  us 
the  way  to  God,  and  if  we  will  allow  him  he  will 
lead  us  into  "  all  the  fullness  of  God." 

When  Christ  went  down  to  the  Jordan  River  and 
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allowed  John  to  baptize  him  in  its  waters,  as  he  was 
baptizing  the  common  people,  he  showed  that  he 
was  poor  in  spirit ;  poor  enough  to  obey,  thus  fulfill- 
ing all  righteousness.  Bowing  beneath  the  liquid 
stream  symbolized  complete  submission,  a  neces- 
sary quality  of  the  poor  in  spirit. 

Jesus  eating  with  publicans  and  sinners  shows  the 
quality  of  spirit  that  possessed  him.  Though  with- 
out sin  he  would  sit  at  the  table  with  sinners  when- 
ever he  could  do  them  good.  Faultfinders  could  not 
affect  him,  for  the  poor  in  spirit  are  not  seeking  the 
praise  of  men.  Jesus  teaches  the  great  principle  of 
humility  as  manifest  by  those  who  are  poor  in  spirit 
when  he  says,  "  Whosoever  would  become  great 
among  you,  shall  be  your  minister ;  and  whosoever 
would  be  first  among  you,  shall  be  servant  of  all." 
He  appeals  to  his  life's  mission  as  an  illustration  of 
the  principle  just  urged  upon  his  followers.  Mark 
10 :  43-45.  Not  to  be  served,  but  to  serve,  is  a  prin- 
ciple little  known  or  loved  by  the  great  and  rich  of 
this  world.  Men  who  have  a  host  of  servants  to 
wait  upon  them  and  do  their  bidding  are  envied  by 
the  world.  To  serve,  and  not  to  be  served,  is  a  man- 
isfestation  of  the  Christ  life  that  is  seen  alone  in 
those  who  are  poor  in  spirit.  It  is  the  poor  in  spirit 
to  whom  God  reveals  himself,  and  not  to  the  wise 
and  understanding.  Jesus  is  in  touch  with  the  Fa- 
ther, being  poor  in  spirit,  and  he  puts  only  those 
who  become  like  him,  in  spirit,  in  touch  with  the  re- 
vealed will  of  God.   Luke  10 :  21-24. 

It  is  the  poor  in  spirit  alone  who  can  truthfully 
say,  "We  are  unprofitable  servants;  we  have  done 
that  which  it  was  our  duty  to  do."  A  man  who  has 
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"  done  all  the  things  that  are  commanded,"  if  not 
poor  in  spirit,  is  apt  to  feel  Phariseelike  and  boast 
of  his  goodness.    Luke  17:  10;  18:  11-12. 

Jesus,  after  the  great  miracles  of  feeding  the 
thousands,  shows  his  spirit  of  humility  when  he  or- 
ders his  disciples  to  gather  up  the  fragments  that 
nothing  be  lost.  The  rich  and  the  proud  would 
count  a  few  baskets  full  of  fragments  beneath  their 
notice  after  such  an  abundance,  but  Jesus  was  poor 
enough  in  spirit  to  save  even  the  little  things.  Je- 
sus says,  "  My  teaching  is  not  mine,  but  his  that 
sent  me."  John  7:  16.  We  need  so  much  to  get 
poor  enough  in  spirit  that  we  can  always  teach,  not 
our  own  teaching,  but  the  teaching  of  him  who 
sends  us  into  the  work.  It  is  the  teaching  of  our 
own  that  genders  strife  and  makes  heresy.  If  we 
could  only  be  poor  in  spirit,  like  our  Master,  and 
leave  ourselves  out,  teaching  only  the  teaching  of 
him  that  sent  us,  the  world  would  see  and  know 
Jesus. 
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WHAT  OTHERS  SAY  ON  MOURNING. 

Blessed  are  the  men  of  broken  heart, 
Who  mourn  for  sin  with  inward  smart; 
The  blood  of  Christ  divinely  flows — 
A  healing  balm  for  all  their  woes." 


How  wretched  is  the  man  who  never  mourned ! — Young. 

He  that  lacks  time  to  mourn,  lacks  time  to  mend. 

Eternity  mourns  that.  '  Tis  an  ill  cure 

For  life's  worst  ills  to  have  no  time  to  feel  them- 

— Sir  Henry  Taylor, 


Oh,  deem  not  they  are  blessed  alone 
Whose  lives  a  peaceful  tenor  keep ; 

The  Power  who  pities  man,  hath  shown 
A  blessing  for  the  eyes  that  weep. 

The  light  of  smiles  shall  fill  again 
The  lids  that  overflow  with  tears ; 

And  weary  hours  of  woe  and  pain 
Are  promises  of  happier  years. 

There  is  a  day  of  sunny  rest 
For  every  dark  and  troubled  night: 

And  grief  may  hide  an  evening  guest, 
But  joy  shall  come  with  early  light. 


For  God  hath  marked  each  sorrowing  day 

And  numbered  every  secret  tear, 
And  heaven's  long  age  of  bliss  shall  pay 

For  all  his  children  suffer  here. 

— William  Cullen  Bryant. 


42 


THE  BEATITUDES 


From  lips  divine,  like  healing  balm 

To  hearts  oppressed  and  torn, 
The  heavenly  consolation  feel, 

"  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn." 

Unto  the  hopes  by  sorrow  crushed 

A  noble  faith  succeeds ; 
And  life,  by  trials  furrowed,  bears 

The  fruit  of  loving  deeds. 

How  rich,  how  sweet,  how  full  of  strength 

Our  human  spirits  are, 
Baptized  into  the  sanctities 

Of  suffering  and  of  prayer! 

Yes,  heavenly  wisdom,  love  divine, 

Breathed  through  the  lips  which  said, 

"Oh,  blessed  are  the  hearts  that  mourn; 
They  shall  be  comforted." 

— William  H.  Burleigh. 

Blessed  are  they  that  mourn:  for  they  shall  be  comforted. — 
Matt.  5 :  4. 

"  They  that  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy.  He 
that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  seed  for  sow- 
ing, shall  doubtless  come  again  with  joy,  bringing 
his  sheaves  with  him."  Psa.  126 :  5,  6.  Mourning 
is  the  expression  of  sorrow  caused  by  some  real  or 
imaginary  loss,  defect,  failure,  lack,  or  grievance. 
A  loss  of  friends,  property,  health,  a  good  name,  or 
any  other  real  or  imaginary  good,  may  cause  great 
sorrow  and  bitter  mourning,  especially  when  the 
cause  of  the  loss  could  have  been  avoided.  Mourn- 
ing because  of  failures  that  could  have  been  avoided 
is  but  an  expression  of  remorse  that  may  lead  to  a 
reformation  and  thus  to  blessedness. 

Mourning  because  of  failures  that  cannot  be 
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avoided  is  but  a  form  of  murmuring  and  cannot  lead 
to  anything  good.  Mourning  because  sin  has  been 
found  out  is  often  real  sorrow,  but  it  is  a  sorrow 
that  carries  with  it  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing.  It 
is  a  sorrow  that  hides  the  real  man  under  the  cloak 
of  hypocrisy;  a  sorrow  that  never  works  any  real 
reformation  in  the  life.  Mourning  for  sin  and  not 
for  the  results  of  sin  has  the  promise  of  comfort. 
When  one  begins  to  feel  the  real  sinfulness  of  sin 
and  begins  to  mourn  because  of  its  very  nature,  he 
is  blessed — blessed  because  he  realizes  his  real  na- 
ture. Having  nothing  in  his  nature  to  commend 
him  to  God,  he  mourns  because  of  sins,  because  of 
unworthiness,  because  of  slow  progress  in  the  di- 
vine life.  His  mourning  for  sin  is  not  suffering  be- 
cause of  it,  but  loathing  even  the  garment  made 
spotted  by  the  flesh.  Such  mourning  drives  the  soul 
to  God  and  not  to  deeper  darkness,  where  there  is 
no  comfort.  Such  mourning  causes  a  reformation, 
a  work  of  purifying  to  be  carried  on  and  not  a  mere 
covering  up,  a  hiding  of  sins  where  comfort  never 
comes.  Such  mourning  is  joined  with  a  real  hatred 
of  sin,  and  sinful  nature,  and  carries  with  it  the  com- 
fort that  comes  from  progress  in  the  divine  life. 

The  world  says,  "  Blessed  are  they  that  have  a 
good  time,  that  laugh,  that  revel,  that  prosper." 
The  world  and  Christ  are  diametrically  opposed  to 
each  other  in  nature,  spirit,  and  purpose.  The 
world  cannot  understand  Christ,  neither  can  it  un- 
derstand how  comfort  can  come  to  those  who 
mourn.  Jesus  shows  that  real  blessedness,  real 
comfort,  is  above  and  beyond  the  world's  selfish 
reach.   "  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn"  is  so  differ- 
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ent  from  the  carnal  nature  that  it  is  never  under- 
stood by  the  worldly  Christian.  The  giddy  world, 
with  its  fashions,  can  never  win  the  one  who  finds 
comfort  in  mourning.  Its  gay  society  has  no 
charms  for  the  blessed  who  mourn.  Riches  and 
honor  are  but  empty,  soulless  attractions  to  one 
who  is  in  such  a  state  that  Jesus  calls  him  blessed. 

The  state  described  by  this  second  Beatitude,  if 
realized  by  the  church,  would  settle  all  questions  of 
dress,  amusements,  and  privilege.  These  things, 
with  the  love  of  the  world,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and 
the  pride  of  life,  would  not  be  loved  nor  followed. 
Jesus  says,  "  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn,"  but 
many  of  his  professed  followers  say,  "  Blessed  are 
they  that  are  gay  and  worldly,  that  seek  pleasures 
in  reveling  and  laughter." 

Jesus  describes  a  state  of  mind  and  heart  in 
this  second  Beatitude  that  belongs  to  every  new- 
born child  of  God ;  a  state  of  mind  and  heart  into 
which  we  must  fall,  or  lose  our  comfort  and  joy  in 
the  Christian  race. 

The  teaching  of  Jesus  struck  the  Jew  as  well  as 
the  world  very  strangely  when  he  said,  "  Blessed 
are  they  that  mourn."  The  Jew  was  looking  for  a 
King  who  would  rule  in  splendor,  who  would  be 
full  of  revelry  and  worldly  show.  The  sayings  of 
Jesus  must  have  sounded  very  strange,  and  espe- 
cially this  one.  No  wonder  they  could  not  and 
would  not  receive  him  as  their  Messiah. 

Neither  is  it  any  wonder  that  the  worldly-minded 
of  this  day  will  not  have  Jesus  as  their  Lord  and 
Master. 

To  be  poor  in  spirit  naturally  leads  to  mourning, 
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because  so  weak,  so  imperfect,  so  slow  to  grow  in 
the  divine  image.  If  the  Christian  world  could  only 
realize  their  poverty,  even  in  the  face  of  their  great 
possibilities,  there  would  be  great  mourning,  deep 
soul  sorrow.  What  are  we  in  comparison  to  what 
we  might  be?  How  far  are  we  behind  our  possibili- 
ties? How  little  are  we  doing  for  the  world's  up- 
lifting? Well  may  we  mourn  our  state,  our  condi- 
tion, our  lack  of  progress  and  not  seek  comfort  in 
failure. 

"  Jehovah  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tid- 
ings unto  the  meek;  to  comfort  all 

that  mourn ;  to  appoint  unto  them  that  mourn  in 
Zion,  to  give  unto  them  a  garland  for  ashes,  the  oil 
of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment  of  praise  for  the 
spirit  of  heaviness ;  that  they  may  be  called  trees  of 
righteousness,  the  planting  of  Jehovah,  that  he  may 
be  glorified."    Isaiah  41 :  1-3. 

Real  soul  mourning  glorifies  God,  because  of  the 
happy  results  that  follow  upon  the  one  who  mourns. 
Sin  in  others,  and  especially  in  the  church,  causes 
deep  sorrow  and  real  mourning  to  the  true  child  of 
God.  It  is  the  real  hatred  of  sin  caused  by  the  new 
life  that  makes  the  "groanings  which  cannot  be  ut- 
tered" audible  to  him  who  "searcheth  the  hearts." 
The  one  who  really  mourns  because  of  sin  in  others 
and  in  the  church  will  not  be  harsh  and  cruel  to  the 
sinner,  however  much  he  loathes  his  sins.  A  feel- 
ing of  tenderness  and  sympathy  will  go  out  to  the 
one  whose  weak  and  unfruitful  life  isi  in  so  much 
need  of  comfort. 

This  feeling  of  sympathy,  this  inward  groaning 
for  the  sins  of  others,  gives  a  point  of  contact  that 
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carries  power  from  God  to  lead  to  soul  comfort, 
both  in  the  one  who  sympathizes  and  in  the  one  in 
error. 

There  can  be  little  of  real  honest  sympathy,  of 
soul  mourning  for  others,  until  we  have  in  some 
true  measure  mourned  for  our  own  real  soul  pov- 
erty. To  see  ourselves,  as  we  truly  are  before  a 
holy  God,  gives  us  such  a  vision  of  our  real  natures 
that  we  feel  less  than  the  least  of  God's  chosen. 
We  can  easily  regard  others  as  better  than  our- 
selves and  still  mourn  our  poverty  as  well  as  theirs. 
"Blessed  are  they  that  mourn;  for  they  shall  be 
comforted." 
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THE  MOURNER  SHALL  BE  COMFORTED. 

Blessed  are  they  that  mourn:  for  they  shall  be  comforted. — 
Matt.  5:4. 

Mourning  for  sin  shows  an  earnest  desire  to 
overcome,  to  conquer,  to  get  rid  of  sin,  in  self,  in 
the  church,  and  in  the  world.  This  desire  is  not  a 
child  of  the  flesh,  not  a  child  of  nature,  neither  does 
it  come  from  the  evil  one,  but  rather  it  is  born  of 
the  Spirit,  a  real  heaven-born  child.  As  a  child  of 
the  Spirit,  it  is  the  harbinger  of  comfort  such  as  the 
world  knows  not  of,  and  cannot  comprehend.  To 
know  that  one  has  lost  the  power  of  Satan,  to  the 
extent  that  sin  gives  real  sorrow  to  the  soul,  is  a 
cause  of  joy,  a  reason  for  comfort,  that  comes  and 
floods  the  soul.  It  is  an  evidence  that  the  soul  is 
being  liberated  from  the  bondage  of  sin,  an  evidence 
that  it  is  coming  out  into  the  liberty  of  the  children 
of  God. 

Mourning  for  sin  is  one  of  the  first  evidences  that 
the  Spirit  has  touched  the  soul.  Without  this  evi- 
dence, no  soul  can  ever  come  out  of  darkness  into 
light,  out  of  death  into  life,  out  of  self  into  Christ. 
A  man  can  get  into  the  church  without  any  real 
mourning  for  sin,  but  he  cannot  get  into  Christ ;  he 
cannot  get  into  the  light.  This  tells  the  story  of 
so  many  Christian  churchmembers.  It  explains  the 
reason  why  so  many  get  no  comfort  out  of  their 
religion.  The  religion  of  Jesus  is  full  of  comfort, 
full  of  joy  now,  to  everyone  who  is  in  Christ,  to 
everyone  who  has  put  on  Christ,  without  making 
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reserves  for  the  flesh,  to  do  as  the  flesh  desires. 
Rom.  13 :  14. 

To  mourn  because  of  sin  in  our  nature,  because 
of  failure  to  conquer,  to  overcome  sin  in  our  lives, 
is  evidence  of  a  state  of  mind,  of  heart,  that  is  ac- 
ceptable in  God's  sight.  To  not  realize  our  sinful- 
ness, our  inability  to  become  Christlike,  is  to  be  ig- 
norantly  dead  in  trespasses  and  in  sins.  The  indi- 
vidual who  has  seared  his  conscience  may  also  be 
in  such  a  state  without  realizing  his  awful  condi- 
tion. Whether  ignorantly  or  by  searing  the  con- 
science, or  for  any  other  cause,  we  fail  to  mourn  our 
state  by  nature,  we  testify  that  our  state  of  mind 
is  such  that  there  can  be  no  real  comfort  now  nor 
hereafter.  To  know  that  we  are  sinners  by  nature, 
and  by  practice,  and  yet  not  mourn  our  state,  is  to 
be  hardened  in  sin.  It  is  a  state  that  goes  from  bad 
to  worse  without  one  single  promise  of  real  comfort 
in  time  or  in  eternity. 

Mourning  because  of  sinful  nature  and  because  of 
failure  in  practice  evidences  a  state  of  mind  that  is 
in  harmony  with  the  divine,  a  blessed  state  in  which 
to  be,  a  state  that  carries  with  it  comfort,  peace  and 
joy.  To  mourn  because  of  sins  and  failures  in  the 
church  is  Christlike,  and  carries  with  it  a  reforming 
power  that  can  be  reached  in  no  other  way.  Too 
often  a  sin,  a  failure,  an  act  of  disobedience  to 
Christ,  or  to  the  church  is  passed  by  without  any 
real  cause  of  grief.  Too  often  it  gives  offense  but 
no  real  grief  or  mourning.  A  sin,  a  failure,  an  act 
of  disobedience  corrected  without  real  soul  grief  is 
apt  to  engender  strife,  division  and  coldness  in  all 
who  are  implicated.    Without  deep  mourning  for 
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sin  in  the  church,  or  sin  in  our  brother,  any  at- 
tempt to  correct  it  savors  of  selfishness  and  all  is 
lost  at  the  point  of  contact.  Sin  in  the  church  or  in 
a  brother  grieves  just  as  sin  in  our  natures  grieves. 
Sin  in  our  natures  gives  us  no  cause  for  anger  but 
for  real  soul  sorrow;  just  so  does  sin  in  an  offending 
or  stumbling  brother.  Such  sorrow  can  treat  no 
offence  or  wrong  lightly,  nor  yet  harshly.  Such 
soul  sorrow  or  mourning  for  sin  is  Christlike,  and 
must  bring  results  that  are  divine.  It  will,  like  the 
Gospel,  prove  a  savor  of  life  to  life  or  of  death  to 
death.  It  is  the  Christ  nature  working  in  his  child 
and  must  give  comfort  to  the  soul. 

Mourning  because  of  sin  in  the  world  causes  soul 
touch  with  the  sinner  and  will  prove  a  real  power  to 
lead  to  the  light.  No  one  who  has  not  mourned  for 
sin  in  his  own  nature  can  in  any  true  sense  mourn 
for  a  sinful  world.  It  was  Jesus  Christ  who  wept 
over  a  sinful  Jerusalem.  It  was  Christ  who 
groaned  within  himself  for  a  sinful  world.  It  was 
Christ  who  so  deeply  mourned  the  sinful  state  of 
the  world  that  he  died  for  its  redemption. 

It  is  Christlike  to  mourn  for  sin,  even  for  a  sinful 
world.  The  Christlike  spirit  gives  comfort  even 
while  grieved  at  sin.  It  comforts  because  of  its 
very  nature  and  because  of  its  power. 

The  promise  of  comfort  depends  upon  the  time 
of  mourning  and  the  cause  of  mourning.  The  rich 
man,  lifting  up  his  eyes  in  torment,  cried  to  Abra- 
ham for  mercy,  plead  for  just  one  drop  of  water,  but 
his  mourning  came  when  no  comfort  could  be 
found.  He  sinned  away  his  day  of  grace  and  it  was 
too  late  to  find  mercy.   "  Because  I  have  called,  and 
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ye  have  refused ;  I  have  stretched  out  my  hand  and 
no  man  hath  regarded ;  but  ye  have  set  at  naught  all 
my  counsel,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof:  I  also 
will  laugh  in  the  day  of  your  calamity;  I  will  mock 
when  your  fear  cometh ;  when  your  fear  cometh  as 
a  storm,  and  your  calamity  as  a  whirlwind ;  when 
distress  and  anguish  come  upon  you.  Then  will  ye 
call  upon  me  but  I  will  not  answer;  they  will  seek 
me  diligently,  but  they  shall  not  find  me,  for  that 
they  hated  knowledge,  and  did  not  choose  the  fear 
of  Jehovah,  they  would  none  of  my  counsel,  they 
despised  all  my  reproof."  Prov.  1 :  24-30.  Sad  and 
bitter  will  be  the  lot  of  those  who  begin  to  mourn 
when  it  is  too  late  to  find  comfort.  The  mourning 
that  brings  comfort  is  caused  by  hearing  when  God 
calls,  by  heeding  when  opportunity  is  still  ours. 

The  individual  who  mourns  because  of  sinful  na- 
ture, because  of  the  character  of  sin,  because  of  lack 
of  progress  in  righteousness  is  in  touch  with  the  di- 
vine and  will  find  comfort.  The  Spirit  of  Jesus  in 
respect  to  sin  realized  brings  comfort  as  surely  as 
effect  follows  cause,  and  victory  will  always  fol- 
low. To  be  out  from  under  the  bondage  of  sin,  to 
be  free  from  its  blighting  curse  is  surely  realizing 
the  promised  comfort  to  the  blessed  who  mourn. 
Sin  hated  because  it  is  sin,  because  it  is  contrary  to 
right,  because  it  grieves  our  Father,  is  a  blessed 
state. 

Sin  mourned  because  it  is  sin,  because  it  is  con- 
trary to  God,  because  it  is  grievous  to  the  spirit 
within  us,  is  Christlike.  They  who  mourn  because 
of  inherent  sinful  nature  and  its  consequences  shall 
be  comforted — comforted  now  with  the  blessed  as- 


THE  BEATITUDES 


51 


surance  of  overcoming,  with  the  assurance  of  peace 
with  God,  with  the  testimony  of  Spirit  witnessing 
to  spirit  that  they  are  the  children  of  God. 

The  man  who  mourns  sin  will  also  have  the  Spirit 
of  Christ  with  respect  to  the  sinner.  Many  people 
hate  the  sinner  but  love  his  sin  and  secretly  wish 
for  some  of  his  privileges  to  enjoy  the  world. 
Whenever  a  professing  Christian  begins  to  hate  a 
sinner,  he  is  falling  in  love  with  sin,  he  is  losing 
Christ's  attitude  both  to  the  sinner  and  to  sin.  To 
hate  the  sin  but  love  the  sinner  is  Christlike.  To 
hate  the  sin  and  love  the  sinner  is  to  be  a  worker 
for  Christ,  is  to  be  a  missionary  sent  of  God  to  the 
work.  To  mourn  for  a  sinful  world  is  to  love  the 
sinner  and  hate  the  sins.  It  is  the  Christlike  spirit 
manifest  to  the  world  that  wins  them1  to  Jesus. 

To  be  a  soul  winner  means  to  mourn  over  the 
lost  world.  No  man  can  win  souls  who  is  in  sym- 
pathy with  sin,  or  who  is  not  in  sympathy  with  the 
sinner.  It  is  the  soul  touch  with  Jesus  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  sympathetic  touch  with  the  erring, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  makes  embassadors  for 
Christ.  If  the  soul  is  in  sympathetic  touch  with 
sin  instead  of  mourning  its  darkness  because  in 
touch  with  Jesus,  its  sympathy  for  the  sinner  must 
lead  into  deeper  darkness  if  it  leads  at  all.  If  the 
soul  is  in  sympathetic  touch  with  sin  though  out- 
wardly professing  to  follow  Jesus,  its  greatest  acts 
of  self-denial,  its  best  deeds  are  selfish  in  their  final 
analysis,  and  yield  no  real  comfort. 

They  shall  be  comforted  who  mourn,  because 
they  are  Christlike  in  respect  to  sin,  and  also  in  re- 
spect to  the  sinner.   They  shall  be  comforted  who 
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mourn,  because  they  overcome  sin,  in  themselves,  in 
the  erring  brother,  and  in  the  world.  They  shall 
be  comforted  who  mourn,  because  they  win  souls 
to  God.  They  shall  be  comforted  who  mourn,  be- 
cause they  are  a  light  to  the  world,  because  they 
are  salt  to  the  earth.  They  shall  be  comforted  who 
mourn,  because  Christ  is  their  Savior,  the  Holy 
Spirit  their  Comforter,  God  their  Father,  and 
heaven  their  home.  They  shall  be  comforted  who 
mourn,  because  they  are  in  a  saved  state  now  and 
because  they  know  they  are  saved.  They  shall  be 
comforted  who  mourn,  because  they  are  not  living 
for  this  time-world,  for  selfish  pleasure,  but  for 
eternity,  for  right,  for  truth,  for  God.  They  shall 
be  comforted  who  mourn,  because  their  purposes, 
their  intentions,  their  lives,  are  in  sympathy,  in  con- 
cord, in  union  with  the  Divine  life. 

"  Blessed  are  they  who  mourn:  for  they  shall  be 
comforted/' 
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MOURNING  AS  SEEN  IN  THE  LIFE  OF 
JESUS. 

Blessed  are  they  that  mourn:  for  they  shall  be  comforted. — 
Matt.  5:4. 

Jesus,  as  far  as  his  ancestry  from  a  human  side 
was  concerned,  had  as  much  to  mourn  as  poor,  fall- 
en human  nature  in  general.  Hereditarily  we  would 
expect  to  see  him  "  tempted  like  as  we  are."  "  Je- 
sus Christ,  the  son  of  David,  the  son  of  Abraham," 
gives  his  ancestry  back  to  the  covenant  of  promise. 
Matt.  1 :  1.  David  was  guilty  of  one  of  the  worst 
intrigues  in  adultery  and  murder  on  record,  and 
his  great-grandfather  was  born  of  a  reformed  har- 
lot. David's  son,  Solomon,  was  born  of  the  woman 
whose  husband  David  murdered.  Solomon  went 
off  into  idolatry  and  polygamy  of  the  worst  type. 
From  his  human  side,  Christ  had  such  a  hereditary 
record  that  we  would  expect  temptation  and  we  are 
told  that  "  he  was  tempted  like  as  we  are."  Heb. 
4:  15.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  Christ  deep- 
ly mourned  the  weakness  of  his  fallen  human  na- 
ture. So  deep  was  his  mourning  that  he  had  the 
comfort  of  complete  victory  over  sin  in  himself. 
Though  assailed  by  temptation  from  every  angle 
that  we  are  tempted  he  never  sinned.  His  whole 
nights  in  prayer  to  God  are  keys  that  unlock  the 
mystery  of  his  victory  over  every  form  of  tempta- 
tion. If  we  could  lift  the  veil  from  the  fast  of  forty 
days,  as  Christ  entered  upon  his  public  ministry,  we 
would  likely  find  such  agony  of  spirit  over  sinful 
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human  nature  as  gave  victory  over  the  natural  man. 

Christ  fought  out  the  battle  against  sin  and  temp- 
tation along  the  same  line  that  we  must  fight.  He 
gained  the  victorv  as  man  with  the  same  divine  help 
that  he  has  given  to  all  who  will  receive  it,  else  he 
is  no  example  for  us  successfully  to  imitate. 

If  Christ  used  divine  power,  which  he  does  not 
delegate  to  every  newborn  soul,  he  becomes  only 
an  ideal  to  which  they  must  aspire  but  cannot  hope 
to  reach.  There  is  danger  in  holding  him  as  only 
an  ideal  and  not  as  a  real  example  of  what  the  life 
"  hid  with  Christ  in  God"  should  be.  It  is  sure  that 
the  Christ  life  will  never  be  content  with  anything 
short  of  his  likeness.  Whether  they  ever  reach  his 
likeness  in  this  life  or  not,  their  tendency  is  ever 
towards  holiness,  righteousness  in  character,  even 
as  they  stand  by  imputation. 

If  Christ  used  his  divine  power,  such  as  he  has 
not  delegated  to  his  children,  then  we  are  not  to 
blame  for  not  following  in  his  steps.  Jesus  con- 
quered his  human  nature  upon  the  same  plane  that 
we  must  conquer.  He  felt  the  awfulness  of  sin, 
mourned  his  human  nature  in  such  deep  groanings 
within  that  he  died  to  sin,  died  to  the  natural  man ; 
hence,  though  tempted,  never  sinned.  Even  so  we, 
"  Who  have  the  first  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  even  we 
ourselves  groan  within  ourselves,  waiting  for  our 
adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemption  of  our  body.  .  . 
.  .  .  .  The  Spirit  himself  maketh  intercession 
with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered."  Rom. 
8:  23-26. 

Christ's  victory  over  his  own  fallen  nature  made 
him  realize  in  a  more  sympathetic  way  the  sad  need 
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of  every  fallen  man.  He  mourns  deeply  the  sinful 
state  of  the  human  race.  The  clearer  manifesta- 
tions of  his  sorrow  are  revealed  in  his  mourning  for 
the  sins  and  sinful  state  of  the  lost.  The  great  bur- 
den of  his  heart  was  the  lost  world.  Having  con- 
quered all  of  sin  in  his  own  nature  he  gave  all  his 
time  and  energies  to  the  lost.  Sinful  nature  con- 
quered and  there  was  no  cause  for  sorrow  in  him- 
self, but  rather  sympathy  and  sorrow  for  all  who 
were  under  the  power  of  sin  or  of  sinful  nature. 
Our  religion  cannot  be  Christlike  as  long  as  we 
must  spend  our  strength  mourning  over  uncon- 
quered  sins.  It  can  only  be  Christlike  when  we 
have  gained  the  victory  over  sin  in  ourselves  and 
when  we  can  deeply  mourn  the  loss  of  those  who 
are  yet  slaves  to  sin.  While  we  mourn  sin  in  our- 
selves there  is  little  power  to  reach  out  and  help 
others.  Sin  conquered  and  our  religion  becomes 
unselfish,  and  we  can  work,  pray,  and  feel  for 
others.  The  Christ  life  measurably  repeats  itself 
in  every  Christian. 

When  the  disciples  were  filled  with  fear  at  the 
angry  waves  on  storm-tossed  Galilee,  Jesus  said, 
"  Why  are  ye  fearful,  O  ye  of  little  faith?"  In  this 
rebuke  we  see  a  note  of  sorrow  that  often  swelled 
the  Master's  breast  as  he  saw  man's  blind  unbelief. 
Unbelief  caused  much  of  sorrow  to  Jesus,  and  its 
prevalence  should  yet  touch  his  true  followers  with 
sorrow.  When  Christ  looked  out  over  Jerusalem 
he  expressed  his  deep  emotion,  saying,  "  O  Jeru- 
salem, Jerusalem,  that  killest  the  prophets,  and 
stonest  them  that  are  sent  unto  thee;  how  often 
would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even 
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as  a  hen  gathereth  her  own  brood  under  her  wings, 
and  ye  would  not !  Behold,  your  house  is  left  unto 
you  desolate."  Luke  13 :  34,  35.  In  this  expression 
we  see  the  cry  of  sorrow  for  a  rebellious  city,  a 
wicked  and  stubborn  people;  sorrow  for  their  loss 
in  not  turning  from  their  sins ;  sorrow  and  grief  that 
only  the  victorious  over  sin  can  understand. 
When  he  drew  nigh,  he  saw  the  city  and  wept 
over  it,  saying,  "If  thou  hadst  known  in  this  day, 
even  thou,  the  things  which  belong  unto  peace!  but 
now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes."  Luke  19:  41, 
42.  Mourning  for  the  sad  lot  of  the  people  of  Jeru- 
salem is  but  a  picture  of  the  sorrow  Jesus  bore  for 
every  rebellious  sinner.  That  sorrow  pressed  so 
hard  that  he  gave  his  life  a  ransom  for  sin.  In  this 
laying  down  his  life  he  satisfied  God's  justice  and 
opened  the  way  of  life  for  the  sinner.  Both  the  hu- 
man and  the  divine  unite  in  paying  the  ransom,  and 
reconciling  a  lost  and  fallen  world.  Jesus  was  full 
of  sympathy  for  the  suffering,  and  his  strong  feel- 
ing caused  him  to  mourn  with  them  that  mourned. 
He  entered  into  every  human  sorrow,  extending  not 
only  sympathy  but  relief  to  the  suffering.  He  felt 
the  sorrows  of  the  sin-stricken,  the  sick,  the  crip- 
pled, the  leprous,  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and  mourned 
with  the  mourners  for  the  dead.  He  not  only 
mourned  with  all  such,  but  he  reached  out  a  help- 
ing hand  to  every  sorrowing  one.  The  sympathy, 
the  sorrow,  the  mourning  of  Jesus  meant  action.  It 
was  not  the  kind  that  shed  tears  and  said,  "  Be  ye 
warmed  and  filled,"  and  gave  nothing  to  relieve  the 
suffering.  "  When  Jesus  therefore  saw  her  weep- 
ing, and  the  Jews  also  weeping  who  came  with  her, 
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he  groaned  in  the  spirit,  and  was  troubled,  and  said, 
Where  have  ye  laid  him?  They  say  unto  him, 
Lord,  come  and  see.  Jesus  wept."  We  see  in  this 
short  narrative  the  tender  heart  of  Jesus.  The  sor- 
rows of  others  became  his  sorrow.  He  groaned  in 
spirit  with  the  suffering  friends  and  then  burst  out 
into  weeping.  His  tender  feeling  for  the  suffering 
shows  his  nature,  shows  his  fiber  of  soul.  "  Blessed 
are  they  that  mourn ;  for  they  shall  be  comforted." 


THE  BEATITUDES 


QUOTATIONS  ON  MEEKNESS. 

"  Happy  the  meek,  whose  gentle  breast, 
Clear  as  the  summer's  evening  ray, 
Calm  as  the  regions  of  the  blest, 
Enjoys  on  earth  celestial  day. 

"  His  spirit  no  broken  friendships  sting ; 
No  jars  his  peaceful  tent  invade; 
He  rests  beneath  the  Almighty's  wing, 
Hostile  to  none — of  none  afraid. 

"  Spirit  of  grace !  all  meek  and  mild, 
Inspire  our  hearts — our  souls  possess; 
Repel  each  passion  rude  and  wild, 
And  bless  us,  as  we  aim  to  bless. 

"  More  like  thee,  O  Savior,  let  me  be, 
All  my  pilgrim  journey  thro'; 
Meek  and  lowly,  ever  kind  and  true, 
Like  thyself  in  all  I  do. 

"  Such  was  thy  truth,  and  such  thy  zeal, 
Such  deference  to  thy  Father's  will, 
Such  love,  and  meekness  so  divine, 

I  would  transcribe  and  make  them  mine." 

"  Lamb  of  God,  I  look  to  thee ; 
Thou  shalt  my  example  be ; 
Thou  art  gentle,  meek  and  mild ; 
Thou  wast  once  a  little  child. 

"  Meek  and  lowly  may  I  be ; 
Thou  art  all  humility! 
Make  me,  Savior,  what  thou  art; 
Live  thyself  within  my  heart. 

"  I  shall  then  show  forth  thy  praise ; 
Serve  thee  all  my  happy  days ; 
Then  the  world  indeed  shall  see 
Christ,  the  Holy  Child,  in  me." 


\ 


Now  the  man  Moses  was  very  meek,  above  all  the  men 
which  were  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. — Num.  12:  j. 


I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart. — Jesus.  Matt.  11:  29. 
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BLESSED  ARE  THE  MEEK:  FOR  THEY 
SHALL  INHERIT  THE  EARTH. 

Blessed  are  the  meek:  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth. — 
Matt.  5:  5. 

This  Beatitude  seems  to  be  quoted  from  the  37th 
Psalm,  where  it  is  used  five  times,  and  always  with 
the  promise  to  inherit  the  land.  "  The  meek  shall 
inherit  the  land."  Psa.  37 :  11.  Those  who  wait  for 
Jehovah,  who  are  righteous,  who  keep  his  ways, 
shall  inherit  the  land.  Meekness  indicates  a  state 
of  mind  and  heart  that  carries  with  it  heaven's  bless- 
ings. It  is  a  quality  that  is  close  akin  to  "  poor  in 
spirit,"  but  different  and  just  as  fundamental  in 
real  soul  growth.  Meekness  is  that  disposition  that 
disposes  one  to  take  injuries,  insults  and  slights  pa- 
tiently. It  is  the  attitude  of  the  pupil  to  the  teacher 
while  receiving  instruction;  of  the  dutiful  son  to  the 
father,  while  receiving  paternal  correction;  of  the 
servant  to  the  master,  when  receiving  his  orders ; 
of  the  Christian  to  God,  when  he  speaks  through  his 
Word.  Meekness  is  not  a  natural  quality,  as  shy- 
ness, timidity,  but  it  is  spiritual  and  gives  boldness 
where  bashfulness  or  timidity  will  never  be  heard 
or  felt. 

A  meek  person  will  not  be  easily  slighted  or  an- 
gered ;  he  is  not  looking  for  honor ;  he  is  not  seeking 
exaltation ;  and  a  slight  is  not  easily  given.  A  meek 
man  is  seeking  not  honor  or  respect  from  men  so 
much  as  he  seeks  to  be  right  with  God.  Meekness 
means  humility  towards  men.    The  meek  will  not 
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defend  themselves,  yet  they  inherit  the  world. 
Meekness  inherent  in  the  mind  and  heart,  and  non- 
resistance  becomes  a  principle  of  the  life.  The  lamb 
is  an  emblem  of  meekness,  and  as  such  shows  no 
spirit  of  war  or  bloodshed.  The  meek  are  gentle 
and  forgiving,  like  the  lamb  or  the  dove.  If  the 
child  of  God  is  meek  he  will  suffer  wrong  and  take 
it  patiently.  There  is  much  of  wrong  and  "oppres- 
sion in  the  world.  Many  who  must  endure  much  of 
wrong  worry  because  there  is  no  help.  To  endure 
wrong  and  chafe  under  it  brings  only  sorrow,  but  to 
endure  wrong  and  take  it  patiently  and  meekly 
brings  a  blessing  from  God.  To  endure  wrong  or 
buffeting  because  of  wrong-doing  is  not  acceptable 
with  God.  It  is  when  one  does  right  and  is  buffeted 
for  it  and  takes  it  meekly,  that  God  sees  and  blesses. 

"  Take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn  of  me ;  for  I 
am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart :  and  ye  shall  find  rest 
to  your  souls."  Matt.  11 :  28.  Jesus  gives  us  the 
most  complete  pattern  of  a  meek  life  ever  lived  upon 
the  earth.  It  was  said  of  Moses,  "  Now  the  man 
Moses  was  very  meek,  above  all  the  men  that  were 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth."  Num.  12:  3.  While 
Moses  gives  us  one  of  the  brightest  examples  of 
meekness,  Jesus  by  far  surpasses  him  as  a  true  pat- 
tern of  this  grace.  Constitutional  meekness  lacks 
sternness  of  character  where  and  when  it  is  most 
needed.  Eli  and  Samuel  in  dealing  with  their  chil- 
dren were  meek,  but  it  was  of  the  constitutional 
kind  and  brought  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing. 
Meekness  that  is  spiritual  and  not  constitutional 
gives  sternness  of  character  without  harshness.  It 
is  the  quality  of  character  that  can  rebuke  an  error 
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even  in  a  friend.  It  is  the  quality  of  character  that 
cannot  be  bribed,  or  that,  for  a  gift,  cannot  shut  up 
its  convictions  and  silently  pass  by  wrong  because 
favored  by  the  wrong-doer.  Constitutional  meekness 
is  a  defect,  while  spiritual  meekness  is  one  of  the 
noblest  traits  of  Christian  character. 

The  man  who  is  truly  meek  is  above  what  men 
may  say  or  think  about  him.  He  acts  not  from  a 
sense  of  what  people  will  think,  but  from  a  sense 
of  what  is  right.  What  people  think  or  say  is  not 
troubling  a  man  who  is  truly  meek,  but  it  does 
trouble  the  one  who  is  seeking  glory  of  men.  It 
does  trouble  the  one  who  is  not  willing  to  endure 
buffeting  wrongfully.  It  does  trouble  him  who  is 
not  willing  to  suffer  for  the  good  he  has  done.  The 
man  who  is  constitutionally  meek  will  bend  his  con- 
victions to  suit  his  company  and  the  occasion  or 
place  where  he  happens  to  be.  The  man  who  is 
spiritually  meek  will  mould  his  company  to  his  con- 
victions, or  at  least  rebuke  sin  wherever  he  finds  it, 
whether  in  friend  or  foe.  He  who  is  made  meek  by 
the  power  of  the  Spirit  will  stand  for  his  convic- 
tions though  he  stand  alone.  The  quality  of  meek- 
ness is  not  a  natural  gift,  but  it  is  bestowed  because 
of  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  upon  all  who  become 
Christlike.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  one  power  that 
means  more  to  a  Christian  who  would  lead  others, 
than  the  power  of  meekness.  It  is  the  one  quality 
of  spirit  admired  by  almost  everyone,  even  though 
possessed  by  few.  Moses  and  Christ  are  the  two 
great  examples  of  meekness  for  us  to  imitate. 
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BLESSED  ARE  THE  MEEK. 

Blessed  are  the  meek. — Matt.  5 :  5. 

Meekness  is  manifest  in  the  character  of  Moses. 
Perhaps  one  of  the  best  ways  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  meekness  in  the  Scriptures  is  to  study 
men  who  are  eminent  for  meekness,  in  character. 
"  Now  the  man  Moses  was  very  meek,  above  all  the 
men  that  were  upon  the  face  of  the  earth."  Xum. 
12 :  3.  When  God  sent  Moses  to  deliver  Israel  from 
Egypt,  he  convinced  Israel  with  signs  that  he  was 
leading.  Pharaoh  increased  their  burdens  because 
they  asked  to  go  three  days'  journey  and  worship. 
They  blamed  Moses  and  Aaron  for  their  trouble, 
and  said,  "Jehovah  look  upon  you,  and  judge;  be- 
cause ye  have  made  our  savor  to  be  abhorred  in  the 
eyes  of  Pharaoh."  Ex.  5 :  21.  Moses  meekly  bore 
the  charge,  taking  the  matter  to  Jehovah  instead  of 
rinding  fault  with  the  people  for  complaining. 

After  many  signs  and  wonders,  Moses  led  the 
people  out  from  under  Pharaoh.  Pharaoh  pursued 
after  them,  overtaking  them  by  the  Red  Sea. 
Hemmed  in  by  the  mountains  and  the  sea,  with  the 
great  host  of  Pharaoh  coming  up  in  the  rear,  the 
people  feared  and  they  at  once  began  to  blame 
Moses,  saying,  "Because  there  were  no  graves  in 
Egypt*  hast  thou  taken  us  away  to  die  in  the  wilder- 
ness? Wherefore  hast  thou  dealt  thus  with  us,  to 
bring  us  forth  out  of  Egypt?  Is  not  this  the  word 
that  we  spake  unto  thee  in  Egypt,  saying,  Let  us 
alone,  that  we  may  serve  the  Egyptians?"  Ex.  14: 
11,  12.   Though  severely  blamed  for  doing  his  duty, 
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Moses  utters  not  a  word  of  complaint,  not  a  word  of 
censure,  but  cries  unto  Jehovah,  who  tells  him  to 
bid  Israel  to  go  forward.  Moses  meekly  endured 
the  censure  for  doing  his  duty  and  God's  presence 
and  power  were  wonderfully  manifest  to  the  people. 

After  three  days'  journey  in  the  wilderness,  with- 
out water,  they  come  to  bitter  water,  that  they 
could  not  drink.  "And  the  people  murmured  against 
Moses,  saying,  What  shall  we  drink?"  Ex.  15: 
24.  Again,  though  censured  for  doing  right,  Moses 
meekly  endures  the  censure  and  prays  to  Jehovah 
who  hears  and  answers  in  a  miraculous  way. 

Journeying  onward  they  come  into  the  wilderness 
of  Sin,  where  the  "  whole  congregation  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  murmured  against  Moses  and  against 
Aaron."  "  Would  that  we  had  died  by  the  hand  of 
Jehovah  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  when  we  sat  by  the 
flesh  pots,  when  we  did  eat  bread  to  the  full ;  for  ye 
have  brought  us  forth  into  this  wilderness  to  kill 
this  whole  assembly  with  hunger."  Ex.  16 :  2,  3. 
Moses  meekly  tells  them  that  they  are  murmuring 
against  Jehovah,  "and  what  are  we?  Your  mur- 
murings  are  not  against  us,  but  against  Jehovah." 
Ex.  16 :  8.  God  heard  their  cry  and  gave  them 
manna  every  morning  and  flesh  in  the  evening,  with 
instructions  how  to  gather  the  manna.  He  gave 
them1  a  daily  portion  to  prove  them,  but  they  dis- 
obeyed and  tried  to  hoard  the  manna.  They  did 
not  trust  the  Lord,  but  "  some  of  them  left  it  until 
the  morning  and  it  bred  worms  and  became  foul : 
and  Moses  was  wroth  with  them."  Ex.  16 :  20. 
When  they  blamed  Moses  and  censured  him,  he 
meekly  bore  with  them,  always  interceding  for 
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them,  but  when  they  disobey  God's  word,  he  be- 
comes angry.  We  see  here  his  sternness  as  well  as 
his  gentleness.  Both  qualities  belong  to  the  meek 
man  who  is  seeking  no  favor  of  men.  The  man  who 
is  truly  meek  in  the  sight  of  God  is  not  self  seeking 
and  can  press  to  and  for  the  right,  regardless  of  per- 
sonal consequences. 

When  they  had  come  to  Rephidim,  where  there 
was  no  water  to  drink,  "  the  people  strove  with 
Moses  and  said,  Give  us  water  that  we  may  drink. 
And  Moses  said  unto  them,  Why  strive  ye  with  me: 

Wherefore  do  ye  tempt  Jehovah?  

And  the  people  murmured  against  Moses  and  said, 
Wherefore  hast  thou  brought  us  up  out  of  Egypt 
to  kill  us  and  our  children  and  our  cattle  with 
thirst?  And  Moses  cried  unto  Jehovah,  saying, 
What  shall  I  do  unto  this  people?  They  are  almost 
ready  to  stone  me."  Ex.  17 :  2-4.  Moses'  cry  was 
heard  and  the  people  were  supplied  with  water. 

When  Moses  was  upon  Mt.  Sinai,  receiving  the 
law,  the  people  complained  about  his  delay  and 
made  a  golden  calf  to  worship.  God's  wrath  was 
kindled  and  he  told  Moses  that  he  would  blot  this 
people  out  of  existence  and  make  of  him  a  great 
people.  Moses  plead  for  the  people ;  prayed  that  if 
the  people  could  not  be  spared  God  should  even 
blot  him  out  of  existence.  Here  is  meekness  mani- 
fest almost  like  unto  the  meekness  of  Christ  him- 
self. 

Jehovah  sent  fire  among  the  people  for  their  mur- 
muring, and  they  cried  unto  Moses,  and  Moses 
prayed  for  them  and  the  fire  abated.  Num.  11 :  1,  2. 
As  soon  as  the  fire  was  stayed  "the  children  of 
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Israel  also  wept  again,  and  said,  "  Who  shall  give 
us  flesh  to  eat?  We  remember  the  fish,  which  we 
did  eat  in  Egypt  for  nought;  the  cucumbers,  and 
the  melons,  and  the  leeks,  and  the  onions,  and  the 
garlic."  Num.  11 :  4-6.  Jehovah's  anger  was  kin- 
dled greatly  and  Moses  was  displeased  and  discour- 
aged, and  said  he  could  not  bear  this  people  alone; 
he  begged  Jehovah  to  kill  him  so  he  could  not  see  his 
wretchedness.  Moses  lays  no  complaint  against 
the  murmuring  people,  but  rather  laments  his  own 
weakness  and  lack  of  strength.  We  see  something 
of  the  spirit  here  cropping  out,  or  rather  growing 
in  Moses,  that  is  the  opposite  of  the  meek  spirit  he 
has  always  shown  as  Israel's  leader.  It  is  this  spirit 
that  so  soon  after  this  causes  his  fall  and  cuts  off 
his  privilege  of  entering  the  promised  land. 

"  Miriam  and  Aaron  spake  against  Moses — and 
they  said,  Hath  Jehovah  indeed  spoken  only  with 
Moses?"  Num.  12:  1-2.  God's  judgment  fell  upon 
them  and  Moses  prays  for  them.  He  meekly  suf- 
fers injury  and  pleads  their  cause. 

When  the  spies  were  sent  out  and  brought  back  a 
discouraging  report,  the  people  murmured  against 
Moses  and  threatened  to  return  to  Egypt  under  a 
captain.  God  threatened  to  destroy  them  by  plague 
and  pestilence  and  to  make  of  Moses  a  great  people. 
Moses  meekly  plead  their  cause  and  Jehovah  heard 
and  pardoned  their  offense,  but  said,  "  Because  they 
have  rebelled  against  me  and  despised  me,  they 
shall  not  see  the  land  of  promise.  Because  all  these 
men  that  have  seen  my  glory,  and  my  signs,  which 
I  wrought  in  Egypt  and  in  the  wilderness,  yet  have 
tempted  me  these  ten  times  and  have  not  hearkened 
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to  my  voice;  surely,  they  shall  not  see  the  land 
which  I  sware  unto  their  fathers,  neither  shall  any 
of  them  that  despised  me  see  it."   Num.  14:  22,  23. 

When  Moses  commanded  the  children  of  Israel 
to  put  a  cord  of  blue  upon  the  fringe  of  their  gar- 
ments to  remind  them  to  keep  the  commandments 
of  God  at  all  times,  opposers  rose.  There  was  a 
conspiracy  formed  by  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
princes  of  Israel,  who  "  assembled  themselves  to- 
gether against  Moses  and  against  Aaron,  saying, 
Ye  take  too  much  upon  you,  seeing  all  the  congre- 
gation are  holy,  every  one  of  them,  and  Jehovah  is 
among  them :  wherefore  then  lift  ye  up  yourselves 
above  the  assembly  of  Jehovah?"  Num.  16:  3. 
Moses  meekly  submitted  the  matter  to  God,  warn- 
ing them  of  their  folly  in  thus  standing  against  God. 
Moses  called  two  of  the  chief  conspirators,  but  they 
refused  to  come,  saying,  "  We  will  not  come  up :  is 
it  a  small  thing  that  thou  hast  brought  us  up  out  of 
a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  to  kill  us  in  the 
wilderness,  but  thou  must  needs  make  thyself  also 
a  prince  over  us?  Moreover,  thou  has  not  brought 
us  into  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  nor 
given  us  inheritance  of  fields  and  vineyards:  wilt 
thou  put  out  the  eyes  of  these  men?  We  will  not 
come  up."  Ex.  16 :  12-14.  Here  not  only  Moses  as 
God's  servant  is  assailed,  but  God's  word,  God's 
command,  is  put  aside  and  Moses  becomes  angry 
and  prays  that  God  will  not  respect  the  offering 
of  these  men.  Meekness  is  not  timidity,  but  rather 
sternness  when  the  right  is  in  question.  Moses 
again  shows  his  meekness  when  he  prays  God  to 
separate  the  people  from  the  conspirators.  God 
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causes  the  earth  to  swallow  up  their  families  and 
property  and  fire  to  consume  the  conspirators  in 
the  sight  of  Israel. 

The  next  day  the  congregation  again  complained 
against  Moses  and  against  Aaron,  accusing  them 
of  murder.  God  sent  a  plague  amongst  the  people 
and  fourteen  thousand  died,  and  but  for  the  inter- 
cession of  Moses,  and  the  atonement  made  in  their 
behalf,  they  would  all  have  been  destroyed. 

Israel  comes  again  to  Kadesh,  in  the  wilderness, 
and  again  they  murmur  on  account  of  water,  and 
wish  they  had  died  before  because  of  the  plague. 
They  also  complain  of  the  barrenness  of  the  land. 
Moses  intercedes  for  them,  but  fails  to  sanctify  Je- 
hovah in  the  eyes  of  the  people ;  instead,  he  loses 
his  meekness  and  exalts  himself.  For  this  one  fail- 
ure he  must  die  without  entering  the  land  of  prom- 
ise. 

Again  the  people  murmur  against  Moses,  because 
of  the  hardness  of  the  way.  God  scourges  them 
with  fiery  serpents  and  they  entreat  Moses  to  inter- 
cede for  them,  which  he  does  and  saves  them  from 
death. 

When  Moses  comes  to  his  end,  he  pleads  for  Je- 
hovah to  give  Israel  a  true  shepherd.  He  was  meek 
in  life  and  meek  in  his  dying  request.  May  we  imi- 
tate this  servant  of  God,  bearing  reproach  meekly 
for  Jehovah's  sake,  but  firmly  resenting  any  diso- 
bedience to  God's  Word. 
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THE  INHERITANCE  OF  THE  MEEK. 

Blessed  are  the  meek:  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth. — Matt. 
5:  5. 

The  blessing  of  inheritance  even  of  the  earth  is 
promised  to  the  meek.  This  promise  seems  to  con- 
tain an  Old  Testament  idiom,  "  to  inherit  the  earth 
or  land,"  which  means  any  great  blessing  as  the 
sum  of  all  blessings.  Shall  inherit  the  full  rights 
of  citizenship,  enjoying  all  rights  and  privileges  as 
one  who  inherits  in  Canaan.  Failure  to  inherit  the 
best  and  richest  blessings  of  Palestine  was  caused 
by  refusing  meekly  to  submit  to  the  leadings  of 
God,  especially  when  those  leadings  led  to  sacrifice, 
self-denial  and  enduring  hardness  for  Jesus'  sake. 
As  old  Israel  failed,  so  will  we  fail  to  inherit,  unless 
we  meekly  take  God  at  his  word,  enduring  all  for 
Jesus'  sake. 

To  inherit  the  land  meant  to  Israel  a  home,  a  land 
of  plenty,  with  enemies  conquered,  with  God  as 
Leader,  and  rest  and  enjoyment.  Can  the  promise 
mean  less  to  us,  the  true  Israel  of  God?  Jesus  says, 
"  V erily,  I  say  unto  you,  there  is  no  man  that  hath 
left  house,  or  brethren,  or  sisters,  or  mother,  or  fa- 
ther, or  lands,  for  my  sake  and  the  gospel's  sake, 
but  he  shall  receive  a  hundredfold  now  in  this  time, 
houses  and  brethren  and  sisters,  and  mothers  and 
children  and  lands,  with  persecutions ;  and  in  the 
world  to  come,  eternal  life."  Mark  10 :  29,  30.  This 
promise  verifies  and  strengthens  the  promise  of  the 
land  to  the  meek. 


"  Blessed  Are  the  Meek:  for  They  Shall  Inherit  the  Earth." 


He  was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,  yet  he  opened  not 
his  mouth:  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as 
a  sheep  before  her  shearers  is  dumb,  so  he  opened  not  hip 
mouth. — Isaiah  53;  % 
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It  is  a  fact  that  when  a  Christian  is  truly  meek, 
suffering  wrong  for  Jesus'  sake,  not  using  force,  not 
appealing  to  law,  God  does  take  his  part.  Prosper- 
ity and  success  crown  his  life.  Joy  and  peace  attend 
him  all  the  way.  He  truly  inherits  blessings  and 
favors  that  are  sought  in  vain  by  all  who  are  not 
meek. 

Who  really  inherits  the  earth  in  a  real  and  true 
sense — the  man  who  enjoys  all  its  real  blessings,  or 
the  man  who  pays  tax  on  houses  and  lands  and  en- 
joys nothing?  Which  is  preferable — to  hold  the 
title  and  pay  the  tax  on  a  thousand  homes  and  be 
welcome  to  none  of  them,  or  to  hold  the  title  to 
none  and  be  welcome  in  a  thousand  homes?  When 
a  man  for  Jesus'  sake,  or  for  the  Gospel's  sake,  for- 
sakes home  literally  and  truly,  a  thousand  homes 
make  him  welcome.  He  has  homes,  and  fathers, 
and  mothers,  and  brothers,  and  sisters,  and  lands  a 
hundredfold  now. 

What  is  it  to  have  the  title  to  lands  and  estates 
and  not  be  able  to  enjoy  them?  Who  really  inherits 
the  earth — the  man  who  crushes  out  all  the  joy  of 
life,  all  the  real  peace  of  contentment  in  order  to 
hold  the  title  to  broad  acres,  or*  the  man  who  en- 
joys the  free  air,  sunshine  and  rain,  who  drinks  in 
the  beauty  of  hill  and  dale,  thinking  the  thoughts  of 
God,  doing  his  duty,  and  trusting  for  this  day  his 
daily  bread? 

Who  inherits  the  earth — the  man  who,  in  laying 
up  riches,  with  dishonest  gain  sears  his  conscience, 
burdens  his  heart,  and  dies  to  all  the  finer  feelings, 
or  the  man  who  keeps  a  clear  conscience,  a  pure 
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heart,  and  enjoys  communion  with  God,  the  real 
possessor  of  heaven  and  earth? 

I  have  known  professors  of  religion  who  crush 
out  every  feeling  of  devotion,  and  every  manifesta- 
tion of  love,  in  the  home,  in  the  mad  race  for  earthly 
gain ;  others  who  seek  first  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
and  its  righteousness,  whose  houses  are  temples  of 
praise  and  prayer,  joy  and  peace  ruling  in  every 
heart. 

Who  are  the  real  inheritors  of  the  earth — the  men 
with  riches  without  real  joy  and  peace,  or  those 
who  have  joy,  contentment,  and  peace  with  every 
want  supplied?  Is  real  inheritance  of  the  earth 
titled  possession  of  property,  or  is  it  such  a  state 
of  mind  and  heart  that  all  of  the  real  good  things 
of  earth  can  be  enjoyed  and  made  to  contribute  to 
the  glory  of  God  ? 

Inheriting  the  earth  means  not  only  enjoying  its 
good  things,  but  all  enemies  conquered  for  us.  It 
means  the  devil  conquered  with  all  his  allies.  An 
enemy  seeks  to  do  harm,  but  he  works  out  only 
good.  Rom.  8 :  28.  Sin,  our  greatest  enemy,  is  con- 
quered, and  its  power  forever  gone.  God  has  over- 
come for  us,  if  we  are  meek  enough  to  trust  him. 
"  God  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no 
sin."  2  Cor.  5 :  21. 

Enemies  may  imprison  us,  as  they  did  Paul  and 
Silas,  but  we  can  sing  songs  of  praise,  knowing  that 
all  will  come  out  right.  They  may  stone  us,  as  they 
did  Stephen,  yet  our  joy  will  cause  our  faces  to 
shine  as  the  face  of  an  angel.  Death,  our  most 
dreaded  enemy,  is  conquered.  Our  inheritance  in- 
sures victory  over  every  foe.    With  the  power  of 
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every  enemy  subdued,  their  greatest  efforts  only 
contributing  to  the  good  of  the  meek,  how  ran  the 
earth  be  less  to  us  than  a  glorious  inheritance? 
Every  enemy  conquered,  and  joy,  peace,  and  con- 
tentment should  and  do  reign  supreme.  All  are 
yours,  and  ye  are  Christ's  and  Christ  is  God's  can 
now  be  realized  and  enjoyed. 

Inheritance  implies  not  only  possession  of  all 
good  things  and  victory  over  all  enemies,  but  lead- 
ership by  God  our  Father.  If  God  is  leading  will 
we  fear  to  go  even  into  contagious  diseases,  into 
heathen  lands,  or  even  into  the  slums  of  the  city? 
When  God  leads,  can  we  associate  day  by  day  with 
the  unsaved  and  show  no  concern  for  their  salva- 
tion? 

When  God  is  leading,  will  the  fleshly  lusts  and 
pleasures  concern  us  more  than  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  and  its  righteousness?  When  God  is  lead- 
ing, will  we  be  sticklers  for  our  rights  to  enjoy 
every  lawful  privilege,  or  will  we  often  give  up  the 
lawful,  because  it  is  not  expedient,  because  it  leads 
away  from  God? 

When  God  leads,  will  we  ever  sacrifice  right  to 
hold  a  friend,  to  gain  a  point,  or  to  avoid  an  enemy? 
When  God  leads,  the  earth  is  ours  and  right,  truth 
and  justice,  with  love  and  mercy,  harmonize  in  all 
life's  work.  When  God  leads,  there  can  be  no  fail- 
ure, for  all  things  will  work  out  for  good. 
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MEEKNESS  AS  EXEMPLIFIED  IN  THE 
LIFE  OF  JESUS. 

Blessed  are  the  meek. — Matt.  5:  5. 

"Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me:  for  I 
am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart."  Matt.  11 :  29.  Jesus 
exemplifies  the  doctrine  of  meekness,  both  in  his 
teaching  and  in  his  practice.  He  starts  out  in  his 
teaching  by  saying,  "  Blessed  are  the  meek,"  and 
later  he  says,  "  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek."  He 
clearly  teaches  that  alms  should  not  be  given  for 
show,  nor  prayers  said  to  be  seen  of  men,  neither 
fasting  that  men  may  see.  The  meek  man  will  not 
be  inclined  to  do  these  things  to  be  seen  of  men.  If 
we  are  fond  of  showing  ourselves,  fond  of  showing 
how  religious  we  are,  we  are  not  meek.  While 
meekness  will  keep  a  man  from  doing  any  religious 
act  for  show,  it  will  not  hinder  him  from  doing  his 
duty  even  if  men  do  see.  The  meek  will  never  give 
to  be  seen  of  men,  yet  being  seen  will  not  hinder 
their  giving.  The  meek  will  never  pray  for  the  ears 
of  men,  yet  they  will  not  refuse  to  pray  because 
men  hear.  The  meek  will  not  make  a  show  of  fast- 
ing, yet  they  will  not  refuse  to  fast  because  men 
see  they  are  fasting.  The  grace  of  meekness  makes 
men  bold  to  do  the  right,  not  timid  and  shy,  but 
fearless  because  what  they  do  is  to  God  and  not  to 
men. 

"  Be  ye  therefore  wise  as  serpents,  and  harmless 
as  doves,"  is  only  another  way  of  pressing  this  great 
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doctrine  of  meekness.  "  It  is  enough  for  the  dis- 
ciple to  be  as  his  teacher,  and  the  servant  as  his 
Lord,"  if  self  is  ruled  by  the  grace  of  meekness. 

Jesus  exemplifies  the  doctrine  of  meekness  in  all 
his  relations  with  men.  He  deals  the  most  scathing 
rebukes,, which  he  would  not  do  if  he  were  seeking 
honor.  "  Ye  offspring  of  vipers,  how  can  ye,  being 
evil,  speak  good  things"  (Matt.  12 :  34)  ?  could  not 
be  said  to  the  very  religious  and  powerful  sect  of 
the  Pharisees  by  one  seeking  honor.  Again,  when 
they  asked  a  sign  of  him,  he  answered,  "An  evil  and 
adulterous  generation  seeketh  after  a  sign  and  there 
shall  be  no  sign  given  to  it,  but  the  sign  of  Jonah, 
the  prophet."  Matt.  12 :  39  ;  16  :  4.  "  Woe  unto  you 
scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites,  because  ye  shut 
up  the  kingdom  of  heaven  against  men,  for  ye  en- 
ter not  in  yourselves,  neither  suffer  them  that  are 
entering  to  enter."  Matt.  23 :  13.  His  ministry  is 
full  of  the  most  cutting  rebukes  upon  the  men  of 
power  in  the  society  of  that  day.  These  rebukes 
were  not  in  the  nature  of  a  blatant  self-seeker  after 
applause,  but  clear  thrusts  at  evil.  They  bear  the 
marks  of  sincerity,  of  honesty,  of  deep  insight,  of 
fearlessness,  of  humility,  and  thus  show  meekness 
of  character.  The  meek  man  always  thinks  more 
of  the  right  than  of  self,  or  of  men. 

Christ's  meekness  is  manifest  in  not  seeking  the 
praise  of  men  or  in  not  even  allowing  it.  When  he 
was  transfigured  before  his  disciples  he  told  them  to 
"  Tell  the  vision  to  no  man,  until  the  Son  of  man 
be  risen  from  the  dead."  Matt.  17 :  9.  When  he  cast 
out  evil 'spirits  "  He  suffered  not  the  demons  to 
speak,  because  they  knew  him."  Mark  1 :  34.  When 
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he  healed  a  man  of  that  most  dreadful  disease  of 
leprosy,  he  said,  "  See  thou  say  nothing  to  any  man, 
but  go  show  thyself  to  the  priest,  and  offer  for  thy 
cleansing  the  things  which  Moses  commanded." 
Mark  1 :  44. 

In  his  last  trial,  before  false  accusers,  he  meekly 
endured  being  misrepresented  and  falsely  accused, 
without  so  much  as  even  answering  a  word  to  his 
enemies. 

In  his  triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem  he  came 
according  to  prophecy: 

Tell  ye  the  daughter  of  Zion, 
Behold  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee, 
Meek,  and  riding  upon  an  ass, 
And  upon  a  colt,  the  foal  of  an  ass. — Matt.  21:  5. 

Jesus  was  meek  enough  to  associate  with  the 
poor,  even  with  the  despised,  and  sinners  whenever 
he  could  do  them  good;  meek  enough  to  use  even 
the  common  things  of  life  to  impress  his  most 
powerful  and  practical  lessons;  meek  enough  to  re- 
ceive praise  from  children  even  when  his  disciples 
would  rebuke  them. 

Christ's  life,  when  properly '  understood,  will 
shine  out  as  the  meekest  of  the  meek.  There  is  no 
act  in  his  life  that  does  not,  when  properly  under- 
stood, harmonize  with  this  great  essential  of  Chris- 
tian character.  Christ  teaches  meekness,  as  he 
teaches  every  other  doctrine,  by  practice  as  well  as 
by  precept.  He  teaches  it  because  it  springs  out 
of  the  very  depths  of  his  inner  life.  It  is  a  part  of 
his  divine  nature  incarnated  that  we  might  learn  of 
him. 
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Christ  is  the  great  Pattern  of  meekness,  to  be  imi- 
tated by  every  one  who  would  be  like  him.  Those 
who  have  his  Spirit,  his  nature,  will  unconsciously 
imitate  him  in  every  way. 
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WHAT    OTHERS    SAY    ON  HUNGERING 
AFTER  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

"  Blessed  are  the  souls  who  thirst  for  grace, 
Hunger  and  thirst  for  righteousness ; 
They  shall  be  well  supplied,  and  fed 
With  living  streams  and  living  bread." 

The  bird  let  loose  in  eastern  skies, 

When  hastening  fondly  home, 
Ne'er  stoops  to  earth  her  wing,  nor  flies 

Where  idle  warblers   roam ; 
But  high  she  shoots  through  air  and  light, 

Above  all  low  delay, 
Where  nothing  earthly  bounds  her  flight, 

Nor  shadow  dims  her  way. 

So  grant  me,  God,  from  every  care 

And  stain  of  passion  free, 
Aloft,  through  virtue's  purer  air, 

To  hold  my  course  to  thee ! 
No  sin  to  cloud,  no  lure  to  stay 

My  soul  as  home  she  springs ; — 
Thy  sunshine  on  her  joyful  way, 

Thy  freedom  in  her  wings  ! 


— Thomas  Moore* 


"Blessed  Are  They  That  Hunger  and  Thirst  After 
Righteousness:  for  They  Shall  Be  Filled." 

The  woman  saith  unto  him.  Sir,  give  me  this 
water,  that  I  thirst  not,  neither  come  hither  to  draw. — 

John  4:  15. 

He  that  followeth  after  righteousness  and  mercy 
findeth  life,  righteousness  and  honor. — Prov.  21:  21. 
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BLESSED  ARE  THEY  WHICH  DO  HUN- 
GER AND  THIRST  AFTER  RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS: FOR  THEY  SHALL  BE  FILLED.— 
Matt.  5:  6. 

This  text  will  be  better  understood  by  reading  it, 
"  Blessed  are  they  that  earnestly  desire  to  be 
righteous :  for  they  shall  be  righteous/' 

We  have  here  a  promise  qualifying  the  condition 
of  earnestly  desiring  the  thing  promised.  There  is 
no  1-anguage  that  can  express  earnest  desire  more 
forcibly  than  to  hunger  and  thirst  for  a  thing.  When 
a  man  is  hungering  he  earnestly  seeks  for  food.  The 
search  for  food  and  drink  becomes  a  primary  ob- 
ject, the  first  principle  in  the  life  of  all  who  are 
really  hungry  and  thirsty.  No  sacrifice  is  too  great, 
nothing  too  costly  when  hunger  and  thirst  press. 
When  we  are  really  pressed  by  hunger  and  thirst 
the  desire  to  obtain  becomes  a  passion  absorbing 
and  controlling  all  other  purposes  in  life. 

The  condition  laid  upon  one  who  would  be 
righteous,  is  earnestly  to  desire  to  be  righteous.  No 
man  will  ever  be  anything  better  than  he  earnestly 
desires  to  be.  God  will  never  make  any  man 
righteous  contrary  to  his  desires  and  earnest  long- 
ings. There  are  many  people  who  desire  the  fruits 
of  righteousness  who  are  not  willing  to  be  or  even 
to  become  righteous.  They  desire  and  long  for  the 
fruits  of  righteousness,  but  are  not  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  carnal  nature.  They  even  pray  the  Lord 
to  make  them  better,  to  help  them  to  be  holy,  but 
they  don't  want  holiness;  it  is  only  the  fruits  that 
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they  desire.  The  Lord  will  make  us  just  as  holy, 
just  as  righteous,  just  as  perfect,  as  we  really  and 
truly  desire  to  be. 

Reader,  do  you  really  wan:  to  be  righteous?  Do 
you  earnestly  desire  to  be?  Are  you  seeking  to  be 
righteous?  Xo  doubt  you  long  to  be  better  than 
you  are,  but  do  you  want  to  be  holy?  Is  there  not 
something  that  you  are  not  willing  to  give  up? 
Some  little  thing  that  you  allow  to  come  between 
you  and  even  a  real  desire  to  be  righteous?  If  there 
is.  then  do  you  want  to  be  righteous?  Xo.  you 
would  have  to  give  up  something  that  you  are  not 
willing  to  part  with :  you  want  to  be  good  but  you 
don't  want  to  be  holy,  if  it  means  to  let  go  of  some 
idol  of  your  heart.  "  One  thing  thou  lackest"  can 
be  said  of  many  besides  the  young  man  who  turned 
away  from  Jesus  sorrowfully.  That  one  thing  may 
be  the  desire  for  an  unlawful  gratification  of  any 
carnal  propensity.  I:  may  be  covetousness,  and 
often  is  coveting  what  belongs  to  the  Lord.  It  may 
be  the  desire  to  wear  what  we  should  not,  even  the 
gold  ring  which  is  a  present.  It  may  be  the  desire 
to  gratify  a  depraved  appetite,  to  take  "  a  peg  now 
and  then."  It  may  be  a  spiteful  nature,  not  willing 
to  forgive  an  old  injury.  It  may  be  a  deceitful  na- 
ture, wanting  to  appear  what  one  is  not.  It  may  be 
envy,  secretly  wishing  little  success  to  a  fellow- 
worker,  even  in  the  Lord's  work.  It  may  be  any 
little  thing  that  stands  in  the  way  of  complete  sur- 
render to  God.  If  a  man  would  be  righteous  he 
must  die  before  God  can  live  in  him. 

It  is  in  harmony  with  the  teaching  of  God's  "Word 
that  his  children  should  be  righteous.   All  the  offer- 
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ings  under  the  old  law  were  to  be  without  blemish, 
typifying  holiness  in  every  child  of  the  new  cove- 
nant. Whenever  a  priest  ministered  under  the  law 
he  had  to  go  through  the  ceremony  of  cleansing.  To 
fail  was  to  be  unholy,  and  to  bring  the  severest  pen  - 
alty upon  himself.  This  all  typified  the  doctrine  of 
holiness  in  the  child  of  God.  Jesus  says,  "  Be  ye 
therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  is  perfect."  "  Follow  peace  with  all  men 
and  holiness,  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord."  If  we  are  not  righteous,  if  we  are  not  holy, 
it  is  not  because  God  does  not  want  us  to  be,  but 
because  we  ourselves  really  do  not  want  to  be.  If 
we  are  not  righteous  it  is  not  because  the  Word 
does  not  teach  us  to  be,  but  because  we  are  not 
willing  to  be  righteous.  The  only  condition  that 
my  text  requires  in  order  to  a  righteous  life  is  ear- 
nestly to  desire  to  be  righteous.  Whenever  there  is 
in  deed,  and  in  truth,  an  earnest  desire  for 
righteousness,  every  energy  put  forth  will  show  that 
desire,  and  God  will  satisfy  the  desire  by  giving  the 
thing  desired. 

If  righteousness  could  be  obtained  without  condi- 
tions all  would  have  it  because  of  its  fruits.  To  be 
without  condemnation,  to  be  content,  to  be  truly 
happy,  is  much  desired,  yet  possessed  by  none  who 
are  not  righteous. 

The  condition  complied  with,  the  promise  is  that 
they  shall  be  righteous.  God's  promises  are  sure, 
they  cannot  fail,  they  cannot  be  broken.  They  shall 
be  righteous,  is  a  precious  promise,  a  promise  that 
implies  very  much  to  the  one  who  has  received  it. 
No  wonder  that  Jesus  said,  "  Ye  are  the  light  of  the 
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world."  This  promise  may  imply  many  things  to 
the  one  who  is  righteous,  and  it  will  and  does  make 
him  a  real  light  to  the  world,  an  incarnation  of  Je- 
sus, a  tree  of  life,  a  temple  of  God.  To  be  righteous 
implies  a  burning  thirst  for  souls,  a  real  touch  with 
the  Divine  and  a  doing  of  the  right,  which  means 
more  than  the  letter — it  means  letter  and  spirit  also. 
To  be  righteous  not  only  implies  what  we  are  but 
what  we  do. 
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THEY  SHALL  BE  RIGHTEOUS. 

Blessed  are  they  that  earnestly  desire  to  be  righteous:  for 
they  shall  be  righteous. — Matt  5 :  6. 

To  be  righteous  implies  personal  touch  with  God. 
Can  God  put  himself  in  touch  with  an  unrighteous 
man?  Does  God  put  himself  in  touch  with  the  un- 
righteous? Only  through  a  lying  spirit  or  a  lying 
prophet,  that  he  may  bring  evil  upon  them.  This 
God  has  frequently  done  in  the  past,  is  doing  now, 
and  will  continue  to  do.  Micah  told  Ahab  that  "  Je- 
hovah hath  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  thy 
prophets."  Ahab  heard  the  lying  spirit  and  was 
slain  because  he  was  unrighteous.  1  Kings  22:  23. 
"  God  sent  an  evil  spirit  between  Abimelech  and  the 
men  of  Shechem"  that  they  all  might  be  punished 
for  unrighteousness.  Judges  9 :  22-24.  After  Saul 
became  disobedient  to  God,  "  The  Spirit  of  Jehovah 
departed  from  Saul,  and  an  evil  spirit  from  Jehovah 
troubled  him."  1  Sam.  16  :  14.  "An  evil  spirit  from 
God  came  mightily  upon  Saul." 

God  deals  with  unrighteous  men  now  just  as  he 
did  in  former  dispensations.  It  is  an  awfully  dan- 
gerous thing  to  take  hold  of  any  of  God's  work  with 
unholy  hands,  with  an  unhallowed  life,  without 
righteousness.  "  For  this  cause  God  sendeth  them 
a  working  of  error,  that  they  should  believe  a  lie: 
that  they  all  might  be  judged  who  believed  not  the 
truth,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness."  2 
Thess.  2:  11,  12.  This  means  all  who  are  un- 
righteous in  the  church  now.    It  means  all  who 
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pray,  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  and  refuse  to 
forgive  those  who  sin  against  them.  It  is  a  dan- 
gerous thing  to  pray  the  Lord's  Prayer  if  a  man  has 
hatred  in  his  heart  to  any  man ;  much  more  so  if  he 
hates  an  erring,  stumbling  brother. 

God  has  put  himself  in  touch  with  the  righteous 
in  all  ages  for  their  good  and  for  the  good  of  all  who 
will  hear  them.  God's  promise  of  close  personal 
touch  with  the  righteous  is  stronger  to  us  than  it 
has  been  to  any  former  people,  dispensation,  or  age. 

God  put  himself  in  personal  touch  with  Noah,  be- 
cause "  Noah  was  a  righteous  man,  and  perfect  in 
his  generation ;  Noah  walked  with  God."  Gen.  6  :  9. 
God  said  to  Abraham,  "  Walk  before  me,  and  be 
thou  perfect.  And  I  will  make  my  covenant  be- 
tween me  and  thee."  Gen.  17 :  1,  2.  Abraham  was 
in  personal  touch  with  God,  not  only  because  of  his 
faith,  but  also  because  his  faith  made  him  walk  ac- 
ceptably before  God.  He  was  a  righteous  man. 
Moses  was  in  direct  personal  touch  with  God.  God 
said  of  him,  "  He  is  faithful  in  all  my  house.  With 
him  will  I  speak  mouth  to  mouth,  even  manifestly 
and  not  in  dark  speeches ;  and  the  power  of  Jehovah 
shall  he  behold."  Num.  12:  18.  Moses'  personal 
touch  with  God  made  him  forget  himself  in  his  zeal 
for  the  people,  even  praying  that  if  God  would  not 
pardon  their  sins  he  should  blot  him  out  of  the 
book  which  he  had  written.    Ex.  32 :  32. 

God  was  in  direct  personal  touch  with  the  holy 
prophets,  Elijah,  Elisha,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Daniel 
and  others;  he  revealed  himself  to  them;  he  led 
them  in  the  way  they  should  go ;  he  shielded  them 
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from  dangers  both  seen  and  unseen ;  and  he  made 
even  their  enemies  to  serve  them. 

God  is  in  much  closer  touch  with  the  righteous 
of  this  dispensation  than  he  was  with  the  prophets 
or  the  patriarchs  of  old,  if  we  can  trust  his  promises 
or  believe  his  Word.  John  was  greater  than  the 
greatest  of  the  prophets,  but  the  least  in  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  is  greater  than  he.  God  assures  us 
the  Holy  Spirit,  as  a  Guide,  as  a  Comforter  and  as  an 
Indwelling  Presence.  The  Holy  Spirit  "shall  guide 
you  into  all  the  truth."  John  16 :  13.  In  this  world 
of  conflicting  theories  and  doctrines  men  surely 
need  an  infallible  guide.  God  provided  such  a 
Guide  for  his  apostles  and  under1  his  leading  they 
wrote  the  Gospel.  This  Gospel  is  declared  to  be 
God's  power  to  save  all  who  believe.  That  same 
Spirit  will  guide  us  infallibly  into  the  mysteries  of 
the  Gospel,  revealing  the  secret  things  of  God  kept 
hidden  since  the  foundation  of  the  world.  The  Gos- 
pel is  a  hidden  mystery  to  the  unrighteous  man,  but 
light  and  life  to  the  righteous,  because  he  is  in 
touch  with  God's  Holy  Spirit. 

If  a  Christian  is  led  to  question  the  Gospel  in  the 
smallest  duty  enjoined,  the  spirit  leading  him  is  a 
different  spirit  from  the  one  that  led  the  apostle 
who  wrote  the  Word.  If  it  is  a  different  spirit, 
then  the  apostle  who  wrote  did  not  have  the  Holy 
Spirit  or  else  the  Christian  who  questions  the  prin- 
ciple or  command  does  not  have  it.  Which  do  you 
want  to  believe,  the  Spirit  that  guided  the  apostle 
or  the  spirit  that  is  guiding  you?  Is  the  spirit  that 
leads  you  born  of  a  righteous  life  or  is  it  born  of  a 
desire  to  justify  the  position  you  have  taken,  or  of 
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a  fleshly  lust?  One  may  well  question  whether  his 
life  is  righteous  before  God  if  he  has  a  spirit  that  is 
leading  him  contrary  to  the  Gospel  in  the  smallest 
matters.  The  Spirit  of  God  cannot  contradict  itself. 
It  will  never  lead  a  righteous  man.  wrong,  but  a 
spirit  from  God  does  lead  the  unrighteous  into 
error. 

The  Spirit  is  given  to  the  righteous  to  comfort 
them  in  all  of  life.  Jesus  calls  him  the  "  Comforter, 
even  the  Holy  Spirit."  The  name  implies  one  who 
gives  consolation  and  peace.  There  is  no  sorrow 
that  can  come  into  the  life  of  a  righteous  man 
where  this  Comforter  cannot  come;  no  sorrow  that 
he  cannot  heal ;  no  broken  heart  that  he  cannot 
bind  up.  Some  sorrows  are  too  sacred  and  too  ten- 
der for  the  touch  of  the  human  hand  to  heal.  The 
gentle,  soothing,  comforting  touch  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  can  heal  the  most  tender  and  sacred  sorrow 
that  comes  into  life.  Men  may  drown  most  of  the 
sorrows  of  life  in  the  cares  and  pleasures  of  the 
world,  but  there  will  come,  and  there  do  come,  sor- 
rows into  every  life  that  only  the  touch  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  can  heal.  How  sweet,  when  sorrow  comes, 
if  the  Holy  Spirit  can  be  an  Abiding  Presence, 
soothing  the  troubled  heart  and  comforting  the 
broken  spirit. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  an  Abiding  Presence,  an  In- 
dwelling Person  with  and  in  the  righteous.  "  Know 
ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you?  If  any  man  defile 
the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy,  for  the 
temple  of  God  is  holy,  and  such  are  ye."  1  Cor.  3 : 
16,  17.   We  have  here  the  touch  of  the  Divine  with 
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a  righteous  man.  The  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  in  the 
holy  man.  The  righteous,  the  holy,  in  touch  with 
God  in  the  person  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Holy 
Spirit  cannot  dwell  in  the  man  who  defiles  his  body 
with  sin,  because  "  the  temple  of  God  is  holy." 
This  means  not  imputed,  but  personal  holiness ;  the 
holiness  that  comes  from  overcoming  the  sins  of 
omission  as  well  as  the  sins  of  commission. 

Jesus  Christ  is  with  and  in  the  righteous.  "  When 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name, 
there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."  Matt.  18 :  20.  "  I 
am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world."  "I  am  with  thee,  and  no  man  shall  set  on 
thee,  to  harm  thee."  "  He  that  eateth  my  flesh  and 
drinketh  my  blood  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him." 
John  6 :  56.  "  He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in 
him,  the  same  beareth  much  fruit."  John  15:  5. 
"And  hereby  we  know  that  he  abideth  in  us,  by 
the  Spirit  which  he  gave  us."  1  John  3 :  24. 

Christ  cannot  abide  with,  much  less  in,  a  man 
who  is  not  dead  to  sin,  who  is  not  risen  with  him, 
to  walk  in  newness  of  life.  If  a  man  wants  Christ 
with  and  in  him,  he  must  be  righteous.  The  devil 
is  with  and  in  the  unrighteous,  but  Christ  cannot 
nor  will  not  dwell  with  nor  in  them.  When  Christ 
comes  into  a  man,  the  devil  and  sin  must  get 
out  and  the  man  becomes  righteous,  personally 
righteous. 

The  Father  is  with  the  righteous,  in  them  and  for 
them  in  this  troublesome  world.  "  If  a  man  love  me, 
he  will  keep  my  word:  and  my  Father  will  love 
him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our 
abode  with  him."    John  14:  23.    "We  will  come 
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unto  him."  The  Father  and  the  Son  will  abide  with 
the  righteous.  What  a  glorious  fellowship  the 
righteous  have,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Son,  and  the 
Father!  Xo  wonder  that  their  prayers  avail,  and 
avail  much.  Xo  wonder  that  they  are  without  con- 
demnation. Xo  wonder  that  they  have  peace  and 
joy.  X"o  wonder  if  they  can  always  rejoice.  "We 
are  a  temple  of  the  living  God ;  even  so  God  said,  I 
will  dwell  in  them  and  walk  in  them ;  and  I  will  be 
their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people."  2  Cor. 
6 :  16.  God  dwelling  in  his  children,  walking  in 
them,  a  present  reality,  a  real  power,  transforming 
them  into  his  own  likeness,  even  like  unto  his 
"  Only  Begotten  Son."  "  Ye  are  the  light  of  the 
world"  becomes  a  reality  to  anyone  in  whom  the 
Holy  Spirit,  with  the  Father,  and  with  the  Son 
dwells.  Ye  have  overcome  the  world  because  great- 
er is  he  that  is  in  you  than  he  that  is  in  the  world. 

God  "  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered 
him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  also  freely  give 
us  all  things?"  Rom.  8:  32.  If  God  was  for  us 
when  we  were  yet  sinners,  how  much  more  is  he  for 
us  now  that  he  can  dwell  with  us  and  in  us?  There 
is  no  comfort,  no  consolation,  so  great  as  the  assur- 
ance that  God  is  for  us :  no  place  of  security  that  is 
safe  if  God  is  not  for  us :  and  no  place  of  danger 
that  duty  calls  us  to  that  need  be  feared  if  God  is 
for  us. 
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THEY  WILL  DO  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Blessed  are  they  that  earnestly  desire  to  be  righteous:  for 
they  shall  be  righteous. — Matt  5  :  6. 

To  be  righteous  implies  the  doing  of  righteous- 
ness ;  the  keeping  of  the  law  of  God.  "  Righteous- 
ness as  used  in  the  Scriptures  and  theology,  in 
which  it  chiefly  occurs,  is  nearly  equivalent  to  holi- 
ness. Comprehending  holy  principles  and  affec- 
tions of  heart,  and  conformity  of  life  to  the  divine 
law." — Webster.  Righteousness  here  by  no  means 
signifies  imputed  righteousness,  but  rather  the  do- 
ing of  righteousness.  "If  ye  know  that  he  is 
righteous,  ye  know  that  everyone  also  that  doeth 
righteousness  is  begotten  of  him."  "  He  that  doeth 
righteousness  is  righteous,  even  as  he  is  righteous." 
"  Whoseoever  doeth  not  righteousness  is  not  of 
God."  John  2  :  29  ;  3  :  7,  10.  The  stress  is  laid  upon 
doing  righteousness  by  the  apostle.  The  man  who 
is  righteous  by  imputation  will  do  righteousness. 
If  a  man  is  not  righteous  by  imputation  he  may  do 
right  in  order  to  become  righteous,  but  the  road  is 
a  hard  one  and  the  man  is  unsaved  until  he  can  step 
out  upon  the  pure  righteousness  of  Christ.  The 
man  who  is  doing  right  in  order  to  become 
righteous  will  never  get  power  to  overcome  sin, 
power  over  the  flesh,  the  world,  and  Satan  along 
that  line.  He  must  earnestly  desire  personal 
righteousness,  be  willing  to  give  up  all,  that  he  may 
become  personally  righteous,  and  then  give  up  all 
merit  in  what  he  has  done  and  in  what  he  has  sac- 
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rificed  in  order  to  receive  imputed  righteousness. 
The  man  who  is  in  the  church  ought  not  to  be  there 
without  imputed  righteousness.  If  he  has  imputed 
righteousness  he  is  a  saved  man  and  will  do 
righteousness  because  he  "  hungers  and  thirsts  for 
righteousness."  He  will  do  righteousness  because 
he  is  righteous  by  imputation.  He  will  not  keep  or 
do  the  commands  of  God  in  order  to  be  saved,  but 
because  he  is  saved,  because  he  is  righteous,  because 
he  is  a  child  of  God.  Jewelry  and  fashionable  attire 
will  not  be  left  off  in  order  to  be  accepted  with 
God,  but  because  "  they  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness."  Real  hunger  and  thirst  for 
righteousness  implies  that  a  man  has  had  an  appe- 
tite for  personal  righteousness  created  by  the  great 
gift  of  God,  imputed  righteousness.  Without  the 
gift  of  imputed  righteousness,  even  though  church 
members,  the  hungering  and  thirsting  is  after  the 
world,  with  its  fashions,  follies,  riches  and  honors. 
They  who  do  righteousness  are  adorned  "  in  the 
incorruptible  apparel  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit." 
1  Peter  3 :  3,  4.  They  who  do  righteousness  will  not 
take  oaths  at  all,  but  their  "Yea"  will  be  "Yea" 
and  their  "  Nay"  will  be  "  Nay."  Matt.  5 :  34-37. 
Women  who  do  righteousness  will  "  adorn  them- 
selves ....  through  good  works."  1  Tim. 
3  :  9, 10.  They  who  do  righteousness  will  not  avenge 
themselves,  will  not  kill  (Rom.  12:  19;  Matt.  5:  21, 
22;  38-42),  will  not  go  to  law  "before  the  un- 
righteous." 1  Cor.  6  : 1.  They  who  do  righteousness 
will  give  more  than  the  law  demands  for  peace. 
Matt.  5:  40,  41.  They  who  do  righteousness  will 
"  love  their  enemies,  will  pray  for  their  persecu- 
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tors.  "  Matt.  5 :  44.  They  that  do  righteousness 
will  not  refuse  to  wash  feet.  John  13 :  14,  15.  Wo- 
men who  do  righteousness  will  veil  their  heads 
in  praying  and  prophesying,  and  men  who  do 
righteousness  will  not  so  veil  their  heads.  1  Cor. 
11 :  4-7.  They  who  do  righteousness  will  forgive 
all  hatred,  spite,  and  offense.   Matt.  6 :  12,  14. 

They  who  do  righteousness  will  call  for  the  elders 
of  the  church  when  they  are  sick  and  have  them 
pray  over  them  and  anoint  them  with  oil  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  James  5:  14.  They  who  do 
righteousness  will  "salute  one  another  with  a  holy 
kiss."  Rom.  16 :  16.  They  who  do  righteousness 
will  not  "muzzle  the  ox  when  he  treadeth  out  the 
corn"  (1  Cor.  9 :  9-12),  will  not  heap  to  themselves 
earthly  riches.  Matt.  7  :  19.  They  who  do  righteous- 
ness will  obey  the  command  to  go  and  teach  all  na- 
tions. Matt.  24:  20;  Mark  16:15.  They  who  do 
righteousness  will  not  be  "  fashioned  according  to 
this  world."   Rom.  12 :  1-3. 

They  who  do  righteousness  will  not  only  do  the 
plain,  written  commands,  but  they  will  do  the  right, 
they  will  do  the  clearly-implied  right,  they  will  do 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  Gospel.  There 
are  many  clearly-defined  principles  of  duty  for 
which  there  is  no  direct  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord." 
They  who  do  righteousness  will  obey  the  spirit  of 
the  law  as  well  as  its  letter. 

If  a  person  does  righteousness,  he  will  not  play 
cards,  he  will  not  gamble,  he  will  not  race  horses, 
he  will  not  go  to  theaters,  balls,  dances,  and  other 
questionable  places  of  amusement;  neither  will  he 
refuse  to  conform  to  the  church  in  the  order  of 
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plain  dressing.  The  person  who  does  righteousness 
is  not  looking  for  privilege  to  gratify  the  flesh,  but 
for  the  glory  of  God  both  in  himself  and  in  others. 
The  person  who  does  righteousness  is  not  bent  on 
having  everything  that  he  can  lawfully  obtain.  For 
the  sake  of  others  he  will  regard  many  lawful  privi- 
leges inexpedient.  The  one  who  does  righteousness 
will  "  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make  not 
provision  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfil  the  lust  thereof." 
Rom.  13:  14. 

The  man  who  does  righteousness  will  make  re- 
ligion a  first  principle,  a  primary  thing  in  his  life; 
he  will  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  right- 
eousness (Matt.  6:  33),  and  not  the  world  and  its 
vainglory.  1  John  2 :  15-17.  Paul  clearly  defines 
the  principle  that  governs  one  who  does  righteous- 
ness, in  the  eighth  chapter  of  1  Corinthians.  There 
may  be  things  that  are  lawful  for  one  to  do,  places 
that  are  lawful  for  one  to  go,  things  that  are  lawful 
for  one  to  wear,  yet  for  the  sake  of  others  the  doer 
of  righteousness  will  deny  himself.  The  doer  of 
righteousness  will  not  "  sin  against  Christ"  in  in- 
sisting upon  even  lawful  privileges.  If  one  gives 
up  only  what  is  unlawful,  where  is  he  going  a  sin- 
gle step  beyond  the  good  moral  man,  where  is  he 
sacrificing  for  the  good  of  others,  where  is  he  show- 
ing any  of  the  real  Christ  life?  The  willingness  to 
deny  self,  to  forego  lawful  pleasure  and  lawful  priv- 
ilege, is  one  of  the  evidences  that  "  old  things  are 
passed  away."  2  Cor.  5 :  17.  Who  would  think  of 
taking  any  unlawful  privileges,  of  stepping  upon 
any  forbidden  ground,  of  disobeying  a  plain  'Thus 
saith  the  Lord"?    The  plain,  positive  commands 
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are  duties  enjoined  because  they  are  law.  It  is  not 
the  privilege  of  any  man  who  wills  to  do  God's  will 
to  break  one  of  his  least  commands.  The  obeying 
of  them  is  not  "  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  breth- 
ren" (1  John  3:  16),  but  only  doing  positive  duty. 
The  giving  up  of  the  unlawful  must  be  done  even 
for  ourselves.  It  is  the  giving  up  of  lawful  privi- 
leges for  the  good  of  others  that  makes  us  "  all 
things  to  all  men,"  that  we  may  by  all  means  save 
some.  1  Cor.  9 :  22,  23.  The  giving  up  of  lawful 
privileges  for  the  good  of  others  is  Christlike,  it  is 
apostolic,  it  is  Christian,  it  is  the  doing  of  righteous- 
ness. 

They  who  do  righteousness  will  not  sin  know- 
ingly and  presumptuously.  They  will  not  and  can- 
not sin  wilfully.  They  will  hate  sin  because  it  is 
contrary  to  their  newborn  nature,  contrary  to  their 
appetite,  hence  loathsome  to  them.  They  will  bit- 
terly repent  of  all  sins  of  ignorance,  or  of  unguard- 
ed weakness  as  soon  as  they  know  they  have  failed. 
The  cry  of  the  doer  of  righteousness  is  ever: 

"  Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee, 

Nearer  to  thee, 
E'en  though  it  be  a  cross 

That  raiseth  me. 
Still  all  my  cry  shall  be 
Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee, 

Nearer  to  thee." 
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WHAT  RIGHTEOUSNESS  IMPLIES. 

Blessed  are  they  that  earnestly  desire  to  be  righteous:  for 
they  shall  be  righteous. — Matt  5:  6. 

To  be  righteous  implies  a  burning  thirst  for  souls. 

The  first  desire  of  a  new  convert  is  to  bring  others 
to  the  light.  The  young  convert  is  apt  to  begin  at 
once  to  try  to  get  some  of  his  associates  to  accept 
Christ.  His  first  love  is  manifest  in  his  thirst  for 
souls.  There  is  danger  that  some  of  the  first  love 
be  lost,  by  quenching  the  Spirit.  The  missionary 
spirit  that  gives  one  a  burning  thirst  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  heathen  in  India,  in  China,  in  Africa  and 
other  foreign  lands,  and  manifests  no  concern  for 
the  unsaved  in  their  own  families,  in  their  own, 
neighborhood,  in  their  own  country,  is  not  born  of  a 
righteous  life  and  cannot  be  of  God. 

Paul  was  God's  chosen  missionary  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, yet  he  had  such  a  burning  desire  for  the  salva- 
tion of  his  own  people,  his  own  kindred,  that  he 
said,  "  I  have  great  sorrow  and  unceasing  pain  in 
my  heart,  for  I  could  wish  that  I  myself  were  anathe- 
ma from  Christ  for  my  brethren's  sake,  my  kins- 
men according  to  the  flesh."   Rom.  9:  2-3. 

The  man  who  is  righteous  will  have  a  burning 
desire  for  the  salvation  of  those  of  his  own  family. 
A  righteous  parent  will  long  for  the  salvation  of  his 
children.  There  would  be  none  of  the  feeling,  "  Let 
them  sow  their  wild  oats,"  or  "  Let  them  have  a 
good  time  now,"  because  righteousness  gives  the 
only  real  good  that  there  is  in  life.    The  Christian 
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mother  and  father  who  are  not  deeply  concerned 
for  the  salvation  of  their  own  family  are  hypocrites, 
or  at  least  unsaved  church  members.  If  Christian 
parents  would  be  as  much  concerned  for  their  own 
children  as  Paul  was  for  his  near  of  kin  there  would 
be  fewer  sickly  churches,  fewer  dead  and  dying 
church  members  and  a  host  of  young  men  and 
young  women  that  are  now  lost  would  be  gloriously 
saved. 

The  passion  for  souls,  born  of  a  righteous  life,  is 
not  exhausted  in  the  zeal  and  effort  for  the  near  of 
kin,  but  it  reaches  to  neighbors  and  neighbors'  chil- 
dren, to  all  of  the  unsaved.  Willing  to  spend  and 
be  spent,  that  the  lost  may  be  brought  to  Christ,  is 
a  manifestation  of  a  righteous  life.  Becoming  all 
things  to  all  men,  that  by  all  means  some  might  be 
saved,  is  to  be  in  possession  of  the  promise.  Self 
will  be  forgotten  in  the  effort  to  reach  and  save  the 
lost.  To  the  righteous  man  the  question  would  not 
come,  "  Have  I  the  privilege  to  go  to  a  dance,  to 
the  theater,  to  the  horse  race?"  or  any  other  place 
of  doubtful  propriety,  but  rather,  "  Will  my  going 
lead  or  influence  to  a  worldly  life?"  It  would  not 
be  a  question  of  privilege,  but  of  propriety,  of  ex- 
pediency ;  it  would  never  be  a  question  of  self- 
pleasure,  but  of  being  a  real  light  to  the  world.  To 
a  righteous  man  the  wearing  of  jewelry,  gold,  pearls 
and  costly  array,  of  dressing  after  the  world,  would 
not  be  a  question  of  privilege ;  self  would  not  be  in 
it;  the  passion  for  souls  would  consume  self,  and 
make  the  good  of  others,  the  glory  of  Christ,  the 
object,  the  end  of  life.   "  Whether,  therefore,  ye  eat 
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or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory 
of  God."    1  Cor.  10:  31. 

The  salvation  of  neighbors  and  associates  so  ab- 
sorbs the  righteous  man's  life  that  the  glory  of  God, 
the  magnifying  of  the  body  of  Christ,  is  his  test  of 
loyalty  to  the  Church,  to  the  Word,  and  to  the 
Spirit.  "  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world"  is  strictly 
true  of  a  righteous  man.  He  is  read  and  known  of 
all  men  who  come  in  contact  with  him.  His  life  is 
a  living  epistle  for  Christ.  The  consistent  life  of 
a  righteous  man  preaches  more  powerful  sermons 
for  the  conversion  of  his  neighbors  than  ever  come 
from  pen  or  pulpit.  The  burning  desire  to  save 
those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  is  his  test  of 
what  he  can  do,  where  he  can  go,  what  he  can  wear, 
and  not,  "  Is  it  lawful,  or  can  I  please  myself?" 

The  great  zeal  for  the  salvation  of  one's  family, 
neighbors,  and  associates  does  not  consume  the  life 
of  a  righteous  man  to  the  extent  of  causing  him  to 
forget  the  lost  world  outside  of  his  sphere  of  per- 
sonal contact.  The  greater  his  zeal  and  love  for 
those  about  him  the  more  he  longs  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  whole  world.  His  influence  reaches  out 
beyond  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  even 
to  the  whole  world.  He  becomes  cosmopolitan  in 
his  work  through  his  interest,  his  prayers,  and  his 
means.  His  heart  burns  for  the  salvation  of  the 
whole  world  and  he  preaches  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature  by  his  prayers  and  by  his  means  in  helping 
to  send  and  sustain  the  Gospel  through  the  mission- 
ary to  foreign  lands. 

The  righteous  man  obeys  the  Gospel,  not  in  order 
to  be  saved,  but  because  he  is  saved.  His  obedience 
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springs  from  love  and  gratitude  and  not  from  selfish 
motives. 

There  are  too  many  church  members  whose 
prayers,  whose  obedience,  and  whose  giving  arc 
purely  selfish.  Everything  they  do  is  that  they  may 
be  saved.  They  are  truly  religious  misers,  and  are 
just  as  contemptible  in  the  sight  of  God  as  the  miser 
for  gold.  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  the 
eternal  fire  which  is  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels.  .  .  .  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  unto  one 
of  these  least  ye  did  it  not  unto  me."  Matt.  25 : 
41-45. 

The  righteous  man  realizes  that  he  is  saved  and 
he  prays,  works  and  obeys  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
for  the  salvation  of  the  lost.  His  work  is  for  others 
and  not  for  self.  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father, 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  .  .  .  Inasmuch  as  ye 
did  it  unto  one  of  these  my  brethren,  even  these 
least,  ye  did  it  unto  me."   Matt.  25 :  34-40. 

The  righteous  man's  passion  for  souls  makes  him 
like  unto  Jesus  in  life's  purposes,  seeking  not.  his 
own  will  but  the  will  of  the  Father.  The  desire  for 
the  salvation  of  the  lost,  born  of  a  righteous  life, 
makes  one  very  careful  and  jealous  of  his  influence, 
not  because  of  himself,  but  because  of  others.  Self 
will  be  crucified  for  others'  good. 

The  man  who  is  righteous  will  not  be  so  partic- 
ular whether  he  has  a  plain  command  for  what  he 
wears  or  what  he  does  not  wear,  for  where  he 
should  go  or  not  be  permitted  to  go,  for  what  he 
can  do  or  cannot  do.  The  question  will  not  be 
whether  it  is  lawful  or  whether  such  a  privilege 
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cannot  be  enjoyed,  but  rather  "Is  it  expedient? 
Will  it  help  others  to  the  narrow  way  or  will  it 
hinder  them?" 

The  righteous  man  is  saved  and  he  knows  it; 
therefore  his  prayers,  his  obedience,  his  work,  is 
not  for  self  but  for  others.  "  There  is,  therefore, 
now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ." 
Hence  their  effort  for  those  who  are  under  con- 
demnation. The  life  of  the  man  who  is  in  the 
church,  whose  every  effort  is  for  himself,  is  not  a 
life  of  peace,  not  a  life  committed  to  God.  He  is  a 
miserable  professor  without  the  checkered  pleasures 
of  the  world,  and  without  the  pure  joys  of  a  Chris- 
tian. The  most  unhappy  man  is  the  worldly  Chris- 
tian. The  man  who  is  concerned  for  himself  alone 
is  worldly,  even  though  he  is  as  non-conformed  as 
the  miser,  who  is  too  stingy  to  dress  decently,  to 
live  in  comfort,  or  to  buy  proper  food. 
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HUNGERING     AND     THIRSTING  AFTER 
RIGHTEOUSNESS  AS  EXEMPLIFIED 
IN  CHRIST'S  LIFE. 

Blessed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteous- 
ness: for  they  shall  be  filled. — Matt.  5:  6. 

Jesus  in  his  youth  was  ever  about  his  Father's 
business.  When  his  mother  found  him  in  the  tem- 
ple disputing  with  the  lawyers  and  doctors  and 
chid  him  for  not  keeping  with  them  he  said,  "  Know 
ye  not  that  I  must  be  in  my  Father's  house?"  As 
he  entered  upon  his  public  ministry,  coming  to  John 
for  baptism,  and  being  refused,  he  answered,  "  Suf- 
fer it  now:  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfill  all 
righteousness."  Matt.  3 :  15.  "I  came  down  from 
heaven,  not  to  do  mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of 
him  that  sent  me."  John  6 :  38.  In  his  agony  in 
the  garden  his  cry  was,  "  Not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou 
wilt."    Matt.  26  :  39. 

The  great  desire  of  Jesus  through  life,  the  hun- 
gering and  thirsting  of  his  soul,  was  that  he  might 
do  the  Father's  will.  To  do  the  Father's  will  meant 
to  do  righteousness.  Anything  short  of  literal  and 
complete  fulfillment  of  the  Father's  will  was  not  al- 
lowed even  in  the  thoughts  of  Jesus.  In  his  youth, 
in  his  manhood,  in  all  his  work,  we  find  the  one 
ruling  desire  was  to  do  his  Father's  will,  to  do  right- 
eousness. 

This  ruling  passion  of  Jesus  can  be  seen  in  his 
prayer  life.  It  is  the  deep  yearning  to  do  the  Fa- 
ther's will  that  takes  him  out  a  great  while  before 
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day  to  pray,  that  causes  him  to  spend  whole  nights 
in  prayer.  The  spirit  of  his  prayers  breathes  the 
thought  of  full  surrender,  of  complete  submission 
of  will  to  God.  "  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is 
in  heaven,"  is  but  praying  the  prayer  that  Jesus 
prayed.  If  the  hungering  and  thirsting  for  right- 
eousness is  not  in  our  lives  as  it  was  in  the  life  of 
Jesus  we  cannot  truly  pray,  "  Thy  will  be  done." 
Christ's  prayers  were  but  the  expression  of  his  life, 
the  longings  of  his  soul.  The  earnest  longing  of 
Jesus  is  evident  in  all  his  miracles.  It  is  the  right, 
the  glory  of  the  Father,  that  characterizes  his 
miraculous  works.  He  seeks  not  worldly  glory  but 
the  Father's  glory.  His  longing  is  to  turn  every 
tribute  of  praise  to  God.  In  every  teaching  of  Je- 
sus, as  well  as  in  his  rebukes,  the  Father's  glory 
predominates.  His  soul  is  hungering  and  thirsting 
to  do  the  Father's  will,  to  do  righteousness,  in  all 
his  work.  The  promise  of  being  filled  with  right- 
eousness was  Christ's  in  all  things.  He  says,  "  I  do 
always  the  things  that  are  pleasing  to  him."  John 
8:  29.  Christ  never  failed  to  do  right.  Jesus  lit- 
erally and  spiritually  obeyed  the  Father's  will  in 
every  jot  and  tittle.  He  was  filled  with  what  he 
hungered  and  thirsted  for,  righteousness.  Doing 
right,  doing  the  Father's  will,  was  the  very  life  of 
Jesus.  As  the  Christ  life  is  translated  into  our  lives 
we  will  conform  them  to  the  right ;  we  will  cry, 
"  Not  as  I  will  but  as  thou  wilt."  The  motive  that 
prompts  in  every  decision  between  right  and  wrong 
will  not  be  selfish,  fleshly,  worldly,  but  God's  glory, 
God's  cause,  right.  Christ  never  went  wrong  in 
motive,  because  behind  every  act  of  his  life  was  a 
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surrendered  will,  a  clear  and  definite  yet  holy 
purpose.  Self  never  figured  in  Christ's  motives,  but 
God's  glory.  With  Jesus  it  was  first  "  The  kingdom 
of  God,  and  his  righteousness" ;  not  honor,  riches, 
fashions,  or  pleasure.  In  making  "  God  and  his 
righteousness"  first,  "  Christ  pleased  not  himself," 
but  sacrificed  for  the  good  of  others.  Think  of  Je- 
sus, never  doing  anything,  nor  going  anywhere,  for 
his  own  pleasure,  when  his  doing  or  going  might 
lead  others  wrong.  God's  glory,  and  not  .privilege 
to  do  or  not  to  do,  was  the  motive  power  of  Christ's 
life.  With  a  motive  sq  pure  and  holy,  a  purpose 
centered  on  "  God  and  his  righteousness,"  and  a 
surrendered  will,  it  was  impossible  to  go  wrong. 
"  Christ  pleased  not  himself,"  is  one  of  the  marks  of 
victory,  one  of  the  evidences  of  his  being  filled  with 
righteousness.  His  joys  were  higher  than  self- 
pleasing.  His  purpose  looked  beyond  present  pleas- 
ures and  joys.  He  was  hungering  and  thirsting  aft- 
er righteousness,  and  it  was  easy  to  give  up  what- 
ever hindered  righteousness  in  others  or  in  himself. 
Christ  was  righteous  in  all  his  life.  He  never  failed 
to  do  right.  He  never  failed  to  do  his  Father's  will. 
His  life  was  open  and  earnest  and  true.  There  is 
no  deception,  no  false  modesty,  no  vanity  in  his  life. 
He  is  righteous  even  as  the  Father  is  righteous.  His 
life  is  a  model  for  every  follower  of  his  to  imitate. 
No  man  can  go  far  wrong  who  hungers  and  thirsts 
after  righteousness  as  Jesus  did.  Christ  was  right- 
eous because  he  earnestly  desired  to  be,  because  he 
longed  to  be ;  nothing  short  of  righteousness  could 
or  would  satisfy  him.  God  gave  to  Jesus  all  that 
he  earnestly  desired.    Jesus  set  his  heart  on  com- 
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plete  fulfillment  of  his  Father's  will,  on  practical 
righteousness,  and  he  literally  practiced  that  for 
which  he  hungered  and  thirsted.  God  gave  to 
Jesus  all  he  desired,  all  he  longed  for  in  his  life  and 
character. 

God  will  do  as  much  for  us  whenever  our  desires 
are  in  perfect  accord  with  his  will.  May  we  be 
Christlike  in  desire,  that  we  may  become  Christlike 
in  life. 
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QUOTATIONS  ON  THE  MERCIFUL. 

We  pray  for  mercy ;  and  that  same  prayer  doth  teach  us  all 
to  render  the  deeds  of  mercy. — Shakespeare. 

"  Depth  of  mercy !  can  there  be 
Mercy  still  reserved  for  me? 
Can  my  God  his  wrath  forbear, 
And  the  chief  of  sinners  spare? 

"  I  have  long  withstood  his  grace, 
Long  provoked  him  to  his  face ; 
Would  not  hear  his  gracious  calls, 
Grieved  him  by  a  thousand  falls." 

"  There's  a  wideness  in  God's  mercy, 
Like  the  wideness  of  the  sea ; 
There's  a  kindness  in  his  justice, 
Which  is  more  than  liberty. 

"  There  is  welcome  for  the  sinner, 
And  more  graces  for  the  good ; 
There  is  mercy  with  the  Savior ; 
There  is  healing  in  his  blood. 

"  For  the  love  of  God  is  broader 
Than  the  measure  of  man's  mind ; 
And  the  heart  of  the  Eternal 
Is  most  wonderfully  kind. 

"  If  our  love  were  but  more  simple, 
We  should  take  him  at  his  word: 
And  our  lives  would  be  all  sunshine 
In  the  sweetness  of  our  Lord." 

Think  not  the  good, 

The  gentle  deeds  of  mercy  thou  hast  done, 
Shall  be  forgotten  all ;  the  poor,  the  prisoner, 
The  fatherless,  the  friendless,  and  the  widow, 
Who  daily  own  the  bounty  of  thy  hand, 
Shall  cry  to  heaven  and  pull  a  blessing  on  thee. 

— Rowe. 
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The  quality  of  mercy  is  not  strained, 
It  droppeth  as  the  gentle  rain  from  heaven 
Upon  the  place  beneath:  it  is  twice  blessed, — 
It  blesseth  him  that  gives,  and  him  that  takes. 
'  Tis  mightiest  in  the  mightiest. — Shakespeare. 


"  Jesus  my  weary  soul  refreshes : 

Mercy's  free,  mercy's  free ; 
And  every  moment  Christ  is  precious 

Unto  me,  unto  me ; 
None  can  describe  the  bliss  I  prove, 
While  through  this  wilderness  I  rove, 
All  may  enjoy  the  Savior's  love, 

Mercy's  free,  mercy's  free. 

"  Long  as  I  live,  I'll  still  be  crying, 

'  Mercy's  free,  mercy's  free,' 
And  this  shall  be  my  theme  when  dying, 

'  Mercy's  free,  mercy's  free,' 
And  when  the  vale  of  death  I've  passed, 
When  lodged  above  the  stormy  blast, 
I'll  sing,  while  endless  ages  last, 

'  Mercy's  free,  mercy's  free.'  " 


"Blessed  Are  the  Merciful:  for  They  Shall  Obtain  Mercy." 

Mercy  and  truth  shall  be  to  them  that  devise  good. — Prov.  14:  22. 

He  shall  nave  judgment  without  mercy,  that  hath  showed  no  mercy; 
and  mercy  rejoiceth  against  judgment, — James  2;  13. 
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BLESSED  ARE  THE  MERCIFUL:  FOR  THEY 
SHALL  OBTAIN  MERCY. 

"Blessed  are  the  merciful:  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy." — 
Matt.  5 :  7. 

The  quality  of  mercy  that  brings  the  promise  is 
not  mere  sympathy,  but  rather  a  state  of  mind,  a 
heart  that  is  in  harmony  with  the  heart  of  God.  It 
is  not  shown  to  friends  and  relatives  alone,  but  to 
all  who  are  in  need.  It  is  the  action  or  quality  that 
reaches  out  to  those  in  need  and  seeks  to  relieve 
them.  The  need  may  be  physical  or  spiritual ;  it 
may  be  recognized  or  not  by  the  one  in  need ;  of- 
fered relief  may  be  accepted  or  rejected,  yet  the 
merciful,  whose  natures  harmonize  with  God,  show 
mercy  and  not  indifference  or  coldness,  nor  mere 
sympathy  for  the  one  in  need.  There  is  much  sin 
in  the  world,  and  because  of  this  there  is  much  suf- 
fering. The  suffering  moves  to  sympathy,  but  not 
always  to  mercy.  The  sin  as  well  as  the  suffering 
should  move  to  pity  and  thus  to  real  acts  of  mercy. 
Where  men  are  suffering,  mercy  that  carries  with 
it  God's  promise  will  lend  the  helping  hand.  It  will 
sacrifice  comfort  to  relieve  the  afflicted.  Mercy  that 
says,  "  Be  ye  warmed  and  filled,"  but  gives  noth- 
ing to  help  the  suffering,  is  not  genuine.  The  Good 
Samaritan  not  only  sympathized  with  the  suffering 
stranger,  but  he  put  himself  out  in  time,  conven- 
ience, and  money  to  relieve  the  sufferer.  He  likely 
never  questioned  who  this  stranger  was  or  how  he 
came  to  be  so  unfortunate,  but  seeing  him  in  need, 


104 


THE  BEATITUDES 


he  hastened  to  his  relief.  There  seems  to  be  no 
question  as  to  whether  the  favor  should  be  returned, 
or  the  money  repaid,  but  only,  "  Here  is  suffering 
and  I  must  relieve  it." 

Dorcas  spent  her  energies  and  her  means  to  make 
garments  for  the  widows  of  Joppa.  Mercy  made 
her  a  helper  to  those  who  were  in  need.  The  Sa- 
maritans and  the  Dorcases  may  not  bring  them- 
selves into  much  prominence  before  the  world,  but 
they  are  Godlike,  and  many  are  the  widows  and  un- 
fortunates that  will  rise  and  call  them  blessed. 

An  individual  would  have  to  be  low  indeed  not 
to  sympathize  with  those  in  distress,  but  mercy  that 
counts  with  God  is  sympathy  in  action.  It  is  not  a 
tearful  sympathy  alone,  but  one  that  relieves  the 
orphan  and  widow,  one  that  ministers  to  the  sick 
and  distressed  even  at  a  sacrifice  of  time  and  means. 

Mercy  that  touches  only  the  pocketbook  is  lack- 
ing in  some  of  the  essential  qualities  of  this  Beati- 
tude. There  may  be  sympathy  enough  to  move  to 
give,  but  not  the  mercy  that  pours  in  the  wound  the 
oil  and  the  wine,  not  the  mercy  that  takes  the  suf- 
ferer up  and  carries  him  to  safety.  It  is  not  enough 
to  give  to  get  rid  of  duty,  but  the  truty  merciful  will 
feel  in  touch  with  his  brother's  sorrow,  or  misfor- 
tune. 

Mercy  that  causes  the  heart  to  beat  in  harmony 
with  the  Divine  reaches  out  to  the  sinner.  He  is 
without  God  and  without  hope  in  the  world.  He  is 
pushing  on  to  eternit3>-  unsaved.  He  is  in  worse  dis- 
tress than  the  man  who  fell  among  the  thieves ;  in 
more  sore  need  than  the  fatherless  and  the  widows ; 
yet  how  many  there  are  who  show  him  no  mercy. 
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It  is  not  enough  to  show  sympathy  for  the  sinner; 
real  mercy  will  cause  an  effort  to  relieve  his  condi- 
tion. He  may  not  recognize  his  condition;  he  may 
not  welcome  offered  help ;  yet  that  is  no  excuse  for 
the  merciful  not  to  show  mercy.  Real  mercy  will 
lead  to  sacrifice  of  time,  of  convenience  and  of 
means,  to  help  the  lost.  Mercy  will  have  much 
sympathy  for  the  sinner,  but  no  sympathy  for  sin. 

The  greatest  acts  of  mercy  sometimes  seem  cruel. 
It  is  an  act  of  mercy  to  correct  a  child  that  is  wrong, 
though  the  child  may  regard  the  correction  as  cruel. 
It  is  often  an  act  of  mercy  to  amputate  a  limb, 
though  it  looks  cruel  to  do  so.  It  is  sometimes  an 
act  of  mercy  to  use  church  discipline  upon  an  unruly 
member,  though  it  seems  cruel  to  cut  fellowship. 
It  is  an  act  of  mercy  to  rebuke  a  sinner,  in  most 
cases,  though  it  looks  cruel.  Real  mercy  looks  at 
relief  in  its  work  and  not  alone  to  the  feelings  of 
the  distressed.  Real  mercy  has  regard  to  the  object 
to  be  relieved,  and  will  not  hesitate  to  use  lawful 
means  to  this  end. 

Mercy  as  a  quality  is  manifest  in  the  way  the 
dumb  creatures  are  treated.  A  man  that  can  cruel- 
ly rein  up  his  horse,  that  can  ride  him  or  work  him 
and  stand  him  in  the  cold  unblanketed,  or  unfed,  that 
can  beat  him  cruelly,  is  not  merciful.  The  man  that 
can  unnecessarily  torture  any  animal  is  not  merciful. 
"A  righteous  man  regardeth  the  life  of  his  beast, 
but  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruel." 
Prov.  12:  10. 

Mercy  will  lead  us  to  forgive  any  grievance  or  of- 
fence committed  against  us.  Mercy  could  never  go 
to  war.    It  would  not  shed  blood.    It  could  not 
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make  orphans  and  widows.  It  could  not  make  crip- 
ples, nor  shoot  down  its  fellow-men.  If  the  prin- 
ciple of  mercy  could  be  established  in  the  hearts  of 
men,  war  and  blood  shedding  would  be  things  of 
the  past.  The  swords  would  be  beaten  into  plow- 
shares and  the  spears  into  pruning  hooks  and  nation 
would  no  longer  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  for 
they  would  be  done  with  war.   Isaiah  2 :  4. 

Mercy  in  the  heart  as  a  principle,  and  spite,  hat- 
red, jealousy  and  the  whole  brood  of  malicious 
thoughts  would  be  routed.  Spite  cannot  live  in  the 
atmosphere  of  mercy,  and  hate  is  soon  changed  into 
love  in  its  pure,  free  air.  Mercy  in  the  heart,  and 
"  Forgive  us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors" 
is  a  benediction.  No  one  can  truly  pray  the  Lord's 
Prayer  and  not  be  merciful.  "  Forgive  us  our  debts 
as  we  forgive  our  debtors"  is  often  praying  a  curse 
upon  our  heads.  Mercy  turns  the  curse  to  a  bless- 
ing. The  merciful  man  can  pray  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
but  the  unmerciful  man  cannot,  dare  not,  and  will 
not  pray  that  prayer.  The  unmerciful  may  mouth  the 
prayer,  but  they  cannot  pray  it.  "  If  ye  forgive  not 
men  their  trespasses,  neither  will  your  Father  for- 
give your  trespasses."    Matt.  6 :  15. 
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TO  BE  MERCIFUL  IS  TO  BE  LIKE  JESUS. 

"Blessed  are  the  merciful:  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy." — 
Matt.  5 :  7. 

The  one  who  shows  mercy  is  blessed  above  the 
one  to  whom  he  gives  mercy.  He  is  blessed  because 
of  the  reflexive  power  of  the  act  upon  his  own  life. 
The  act  of  mercy  is  like  to  the  touch  of  Jesus  upon 
the  life.  To  be  merciful  is  to  be  like  ,unto  Jesus. 
Mercy  is  an  attribute  of  God,  and  for  his  children 
to  show  mercy  is  to  show  their  Divine  relationship. 
The  merciful  obtain  mercy  from  men  in  this  world. 
Men  are  apt  to  measure  back  to  men  as  they  re- 
ceive. If  a  man  is  harsh  and  shows  no  mercy  to 
those  who  fall  into  his  power,  he  is  apt  to  get  only 
harshness  when  he  falls  into  the  power  of  others. 
If,  in  passing  judgment  upon  the  conduct  of  others, 
he  is  severe  and  exacting,  he  cannot  hope  for  others 
to  be  merciful  to  him  in  judgment.  When  a  man 
has  others  in  his  power,  and  shows  mercy  and  not 
harshness,  he  is  apt  to  receive  the  same  from  his 
fellows.  If  in  passing  judgment  upon  the  conduct 
of  others,  he  is  merciful  and  sees  the  good,  the  com- 
mendable, instead  of  only  the  evil,  so  others  are  apt 
to  measure  back  to  him.  The  promise  of  mercy  to 
the  merciful  is  as  a  rule  true  even  in  the  world. 

The  merciful  obtain  mercy  from  God  now  and 
hereafter.  This  is  a  necessity,  else  we  could  never 
stand  before  God.  Without  God's  mercy,  freely  be- 
stowed, there  is  no  hope  for  any  man  now  or  here- 
after.  If  we  had  to  pay  the  penalty  of  our  smallest 
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sins,  all  hope  would  be  taken  away.  The  mercy  of 
God  is  beyond  our  deserving,  even  when  we  are 
least  like  him  in  mercy.  God's  mercy,  as  given  to 
us  in  our  worst  estate,  as  aliens,  is  far  more  than  we 
can  ever  deserve  or  merit  when  we  are  at  our  best, 
even  when  we  are  his  by  adoption. 

God  is  ready  and  waiting  to  bestow  the  rich 
mercy  promised  to  the  merciful  upon  every  man 
who  can  receive  its  benediction.  Mercy,  abounding 
full  and  free,  awaits  the  merciful.  It  is  the  state  of 
mind  and  heart,  the  touch  of  the  Divine  nature  that 
opens  the  floodgates  of  heaven  and  pours  out  mercy 
upon  the  merciful.  Our  need  of  mercy  is  great, 
even  beyond  our  power  to  measure  or  compute,  yet 
God's  mercy  is  immeasurable  and  exhaustless.  The 
mercy  of  God,  immeasurable  and  exhaustless,  is  for 
all  who  reach  the  state  of  mind  and  heart  required 
to  be  merciful. 

The  mercy  of  God  to  usi  is  not  a  gift  bestowed 
upon  us  because  we  showed  mercy.  It  is  rather  a 
condition,  a  relation  into  which  we  fall  because  of 
the  Divine  touch  of  mercy  inwrought  into  our  na- 
tures. We  have  only  stepped  into  a  higher  altitude. 
We  breathe  a  purer  atmosphere,  such  as  those  on 
lower  altitudes  cannot  breathe.  They  must  come 
up  higher  to  enjoy  such  a  blessing.  "  If  ye  forgive 
not  men  their  trespasses,  neither  will  your  Father 
forgive  your  trespasses"  (Matt.  6:  15),  does  not 
mean  that  when  you  forgive  men  their  trespasses 
you  have  merited  forgiveness.  Neither  does  it  mean 
that  God  is  giving  you  back  your  own  lack  of  mercy 
when  you  do  not  forgive.  It  only  signifies  your  al- 
titude in  the  divine  life.   If  mercy  is  to  be  enjoyed 


THE  BEATITUDES  109 

beyond  what  God  so  freely  bestows  upon  every 
man,  we  must  come  up  to  where  it  abounds.  We 
cannot  live  on  a  low,  selfish  plane  and  drink  freely 
from  the  river  of  water  of  life. 

If  we  come  into  such  close  and  personal  touch 
with  God  that  his  specific  mercy  falls  upon  us  now, 
the  mercy  such  as  falls  not  upon  the  world,  but 
upon  the  merciful,  it  will  and  must  of  necessity  be 
ours  forever;  always  abounding  more  and  more. 
That  mercy  cannot  be  cut  unless  we  cut  our  en- 
vironment. If  we  do  not  attain  to  that  state  where 
God's  specific  mercy  is  ours  now,  in  this  life  there 
is  no  hope ;  because  there  is  no  promise  that  we 
shall  ever  attain  to  it  in  the  life  to  come. 

God's  abounding  mercy  is  for  every  man  who  will 
come  up  to  the  state  of  the  merciful.  There  is  none, 
no,  not  one,  but  enjoys  much  of  God's  mercy  now, 
yet  none  but  need  to  come  up  into  a  divine  altitude 
where  the  spirit  of  mercy  rules  and  where  God's 
mercy  is  exhaustless.  We  cannot  merit  the  bound- 
less mercy  of  God,  but  we  can  through  Christ  stand 
in  the  realm  of  God's  special  mercy.  There  are  joys 
and  great  blessings  in  having  the  assurance  of  God's 
specific  mercy. 

When  we  consider  the  great  work  committed  to 
our  hands,  the  salvation  of  the  world,  the  leading 
and  care  of  the  church,  and  then  realize  our  inabil- 
ity, our  incompetent  and  ineffective  work,  despair 
would  be  our  lot  but  for  God's  special  mercy. 
When  we  consider  the  high  standard  of  life  required 
of  every  Christian,  and  then  realize  how  in  prac- 
tice we  are  falling  below  the  mark  set  for  us,  de- 
spair and  grief  would  end  our  efforts  but  for  the 
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special  mercy  of  God.  Even  our  best  work,  our 
best  sermons,  our  best  thoughts,  are  tinged  with  so 
much  of  failure,  so  much  of  sin,  that  hope  would 
forever  flee  away  but  for  God's  great  mercy.  When 
we  have  done  all  that  he  has  commanded  us  to  do, 
we  are  only  unprofitable  servants  and  must  fall  back 
upon  the  special  mercy  of  God. 

May  we  live  in  the  realm  where  God's  special 
mercy  abounds.  May  we  be  willing  to  do  our  duty 
and  trust  the  rest  to  God's  mercy.  May  we  not 
worry  nor  grieve  over  what  we  are  not  able  to  ac- 
complish, but  do  our  duty  and  trust  the  rest  to  the 
mercy  of  God.  How  grand  and  glorious  to  work 
and  sacrifice  for  a  cause  in  which  we  cannot  fail ! 
Success  is  ours  now  and  forever  because  of  God's 
mercy.  "  Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall 
obtain  mercy." 
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MERCY  AS  SEEN  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  JESUS. 

"  Blessed  are  the  merciful:  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy." — 
Matt.  5 :  7. 

There  is  perhaps  no  other  one  quality  that  stands 
out  in  the  life  of  Jesus  with  more  clearness  than  the 
grace  of  mercy.  His  ministry  was  full  of  deeds  of 
mercy.  His  mission  was  a  mission  of  mercy. 
Wherever  he  found  suffering  or  distress  he  was  not 
slow  to  give  help.  It  mattered  not  whether  it  was 
mental  anguish  or  bodily  pain,  Jesus  sympathized 
and  gave  the  necessary  help.  The  blind,  the  dumb, 
the  palsied,  the  leprous — all  alike  found  in  Jesus  a 
Friend  and  Helper.  He  turned  none  away  who  ap- 
pealed to  him  for  mercy.  When  James  and  John 
wanted  to  bring  fire  down  from  heaven  and  con- 
sume a  Samaritan  village  for  not  receiving  Jesus,  he 
rebuked  them,  saying,  "  Ye  know  not  what  man- 
ner of  spirit  ye  are  of."  Mercy  and  not  wrath  mani- 
fests the  Spirit  of  Jesus.  The  life  of  Jesus  is  an 
open  rebuke  to  every  manifestation  of  wrath  toward 
an  erring  one.  The  spirit  that  seeks  judgment,  con- 
demnation, and  wrath  is  not  Christlike,  is  not  Chris- 
tian, and  must  be  rebuked  or  Christ  cannot  reign  as 
King  in  the  thoughts  and  life.  When  the  woman 
taken  in  adultery  was  brought  to  Jesus  for  con- 
demnation, he  did  not  pronounce  judgment,  but 
showed  mercy  and  urged  a  pure  life  in  the  future. 
The  woman  stood  condemned,  according  to  law,  but 
for  a  man  guilty  of  sin  to  execute  the  law  was  in- 
consistenty  and  Jesus  silenced  the  accusers  by  the 
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inward  monitor — conscience.  Though  guilty  of 
death  by  law,  Jesus  did  not  condemn  her,  but  said, 
"  Go,  and  sin  no  more."  It  is  this  spirit  of  mercy 
that  reaches  out  to  every  condemned  sinner  in  all 
of  Christ's  teaching  and  life,  saying,  "  I  do  not  con- 
demn thee;  go,  and  sin  no  more." 

Mercy  to  the  sinner,  mercy  to  the  lost,  is  seen  in 
all  of  Christ's  teaching  and  in  every  act  of  his  life. 
Not  only  in  his  life,  but  in  his  death,  this  one  Divine 
attribute  of  mercy  is  clearly  manifest  to  and  for  a 
lost  world.  This  is  still  the  attitude  of  Jesus  as  he 
sits  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  making  inter- 
cession for  us.  Rom.  8:  34;  Heb.  7:  25;  9:  24;  1 
John  2:  1.  But  for  this  attitude  justice  would  cut 
us  down ;  we  could  not  hope  to  stand  in  God's  holy 
presence.  How  can  we,  who  must  depend  so  en- 
tirely upon  mercy,  be  so  exacting  with  our  fellow- 
man?  May  we  not  hear  Jesus  saying  when  we 
come  into  his  presence,  "  Depart  from  me,  I  never 
knew  you.  Ye  have  none  of  my  Spirit,  ye  are  none 
of  mine"?  Oh!  to  be  Christlike  in  this  one  quality 
that  has  so  much  in  it  to  bless  and  help  the  helpless! 
When  the  disciples  rebuked  the  blind  beggars  of 
Jericho,  crying  out,  Jesus  in  his  mercy  had  them 
come  to  him.  His  mercy  lifted  them  out  of  dark- 
ness and  sent  them  forth  rejoicing  in  the  light,  a 
true  emblem  of  what  he  in  mercy  is  now  doing  for 
every  sinner  who  will  come  to  him.  When  the  dis- 
ciples rebuked  the  mothers  for  bringing  their  little 
children  to  Jesus,  he  said,  "  Suffer  little  children  to 
come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven."  His  mercy  would  reach 
out  and  bless  even  the  babe.    He  was  never  too 
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busy  to  help  the  poor,  the  distressed,  or  even  the 
little  children.  The  mother  mourning  the  loss  of 
her  son  was  made  to  rejoice  in  the  sympathetic 
touch  of  the  One  who  has  power  over  death.  Death, 
disease,  sickness,  sin — all  bring  sorrow  and  distress, 
but  Jesus,  in  his  mercy,  reaches  out  and  saves  from 
every  trouble.  As  he  hung  on  the  cross,  under  the 
cruel  persecutors'  rage,  dying  in  great  pain,  he 
prayed  for  his  tormentors.  Mercy,  even  to  those 
who  offer  the  worst  of  personal  injury.  It  is  this 
quality  of  the  Christ  life  that  the  lost  world  needs 
to  see  in  the  Christian,  in  order  to  break  the  power 
of  the  devil  upon  them.  It  is  this  quality  that  the 
churches  need  in  reaching  out  after  the  erring  broth- 
er, in  order  to  win  him  back  to  Divine  fellowship. 
This  quality  of  mercy  takes  littleness  out  of  a 
man's  life  and  makes  him  long  to  help  the  erring. 
This  quality  of  mercy  converts  all  the  mote  hunters 
into  "  Good  Samaritans,"  turns  the  stumbling 
block  into  guideposts,  and  helps  all  to  realize  that 
life  is  more  than  selfishness,  or  self-pleasing. 
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EXTRACTS  ON  PURE  IN  HEART. 

"  I  asked  the  angels  in  my  prayer, 
With  bitter  tears  and  pains, 
To  show  mine  eyes  the  kingdom  where 
The  Lord  of  glory  reigns. 

"  I  said,  '  My  way  with  doubt  is  dim, 
My  heart  is  sick  with  fear ; 
Oh  come,  and  help  me  build  to  him 
A  tabernacle  here! 

"  'The  storms  of  sorrow  wildly  beat, 
The  clouds  with  death  are  chill ; 
I  long  to  hear  his  voice  so  sweet, 
Who  whispered,  "  Peace;  be  still !  "  ' 

"  The  angels  said,  '  God  giveth  you 
His  love, — what  more  is  ours  ? 
And  even  as  the  gentle  dew 
Descends  upon  the  flowers, 

"'His  grace  descends;  and,  as  of  old, 
He  walks  with  man  apart, 
Keeping  the  promise  as  foretold, 
With  all  the  pure  in  heart' 

"  Thou  need'st  not  ask  the  angels  where 
His  habitations  be ; 
Keep  thou  thy  spirit  clean  and  fair, 
And  he  shall  dwell  with  thee." 

While  our  hearts  are  pure,  our  lives  are  happy  and  our 
peace  sure. — William  Taylor. 

I  pray  thee,  O  God,  that  I  may  be  beautiful  within. — Socra- 
tes. 


The  man  who  in  this  world  can  keep  the  whiteness  of  his 
soul  is  not  likely  to  lose  it  in  any  other. — Alexander  Smith. 


"Blessed  Are  the  Pure  in  Heart:  for  They  Shall  See 
God." 


Follow  peace  with  all  men,  and  holiness,  without  which 
no  man  shall  see  the  Lord. — Hcb.  14:  12. 

Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  children, 
ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. — Matt. 
18:  3- 
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BLESSED  ARE  THE  PURE  IN  HEART:  FOR 
THEY  SHALL  SEE  GOD. 

"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see  God." 

This  blessed  assurance,  this  glorious  promise,  is 
a  present  reality  to  every  one  who  comes  with  a 
pure  heart  to  God.  They  shall  see  God  now,  not 
after  death,  but  now,  anywhere  and  at  any  time, 
if  they  come  with  a  pure  heart.  In  the  light  of  this 
interpretation  the  great  purpose  of  Christ's  life,  the 
great  hidden  mystery,  "  kept  secret  since  the  world 
began,"  and  the  great  power  of  Christ  "  in  heaven 
and  in  earth,"  is  made  manifest. 

The  great  purpose  of  Christ's  life  is  revealed  in 
the  promise,  "They  shall  see  God." 

"  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time ;  the  only  be- 
gotten Son  ...  hath  declared  him."  Christ's 
mission  was,  first,  to  reveal  the  Father.  It  was  for 
this  he  became  incarnate,  for  this  he  labored  and 
for  this  he  died.  His  life  lays  bare  the  one  great 
and  only  condition  whereby  man  can  be  made  to 
see  God.  As  we  study  his  life  and  see  its  purity  of 
purpose  and  its  purity  of  action  we  realize  that 
there  is  nothing  to  hinder  him  from  looking  into  the 
face  of  the  holy  Father.  As  we  study  his  teaching 
and  imbibe  its  principles  of  purity  for  action,  for 
word,  and  even  for  thought,  we  are  ushered  right 
into  the  very  presence  of  the  Divine.  No  wonder 
he  taught  that  it  was  the  things  that  come  out  of 
the  heart  that  defile  a  man,  not  the  things  we  eat  or 
drink.  From  the  days  of  Paul  until  now,  who  are 
the  men  who  have  been  permitted  to  see  God? 
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They  have  not  been  the  men  of  great  genius,  wis- 
dom, and  learning  alone,  though  no  man  can  look 
into  the  face  of  God  and  not  be  great  and  wise  in 
the  true  sense  of  the  word.  Singleness  of  purpose, 
and  that  purpose  God's  will  only,  reveals  the  Father 
in  all  his  glory  and  beauty.  As  Christ,  the  light  of 
the  world,  shines  into  our  hearts  and  reveals  G®d 
unto  us,  so  we  in  turn  reflect  the  light  and  become 
revealers  of  that  light  to  those  around  us.  The 
first  purpose  of  our  lives  becomes  one  with  the  pur- 
pose of  Christ's  life.  Christ's  heart  was  pure  and 
because  it  was  pure  he  could  see  God. 

"  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart :  for  they  shall  see 
God."  It  took  incarnation  to  reveal  this  simple 
truth  to  men.  Though  the  truth  is  so  simple  that  a 
child  can  understand  it,  it  is  so  necessary  that  a 
sage  cannot  know  God  without  it.  All  of  man's  ef- 
fort to  know  God  without  this  simple  truth  must 
and  will  prove  vain.  All  of  his  wisdom  and  re- 
search bring  only  trash  and  rubbish  without  purity 
of  heart.  Purity  of  heart,  and  God  becomes  a  pres- 
ent reality,  a  visible  presence,  a  ruling  power.  See- 
ing God  transforms  the  life  into  his  image,  so  that 
we  become  one  even  as  the  Father  and  the  Son  are 
one.  Seeing  God  sanctifies  the  life  even  as  Christ's 
life  was  sanctified.  Seeing  God  consecrates  the 
purpose  to  one  great  end,  the  manifesting  of  the 
Father  to  the  world.  Seeing  God  gives  consecra- 
tion of  purpose,  consecration  of  energy,  and  conse- 
cration of  means  to  God's  work.  There  is  no  other 
work  but  God's  work  to  one  who  can  see  God.  God 
becomes  to  him  all  in  all,  the  beginning,  middle  and 
end  of  every  effort. 
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The  great  purpose  of  revealing  God  to  man  was 
that  he  might  be  redeemed,  saved  from  sin,  made 
heir  to  heaven  and  eternal  happiness.  "  God  so 
loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life."  This  means  conversion 
the  new  birth,  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  This 
means  more  than  faith,  though  faith  is  a  necessity. 
It  means  more  than  repentance,  though  repentance 
cannot  be  dispensed  with.  It  means  more  than  bap- 
tism, though  being  born  of  water  is  required.  One 
may  repent,  believe  and,  be  baptized,  and  yet  fail. 
One  cannot  see  God  and  not  be  transformed  into 
his  image  and  likeness.  One  cannot  carry  the 
image  and  likeness  of  God  and  not  be  his  child,  one 
cannot  be  a  child  and  not  have  eternal  life. 

Man  is  lost  because  he  fails  to  know  his  Father, 
God.  Man  is  a  sinner  because  he  does  not  know 
God.  Christ  came  to  show  the  Father  to  men  and 
thus  save  them  from  sin  and  death.  Without  holi- 
ness "  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord."  "  Blessed  are 
the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see  God."  Salva- 
tion without  purity  of  heart  is  impossible,  because 
it  is  impossible  to  see  God.  This  one  fact  reveals 
the  cause  of  so  many  failures  in  the  church.  To 
keep  the  ordinances  of  the  church  is  a  very  grave 
mistake  without  purity  of  heart.  Church  ordi- 
nances may  become  the  devil's  decoy  duck,  to  keep 
his  game  where  he  can  always  shoot  it.  Church 
ordinances  are  all  right,  but  they  cannot  be  substi- 
tuted for  purity  of  heart.  There  are  too  many  peo- 
ple depending  upon  the  ordinances  to  save  them 
who  do  not  know  God,  who  have  never  seen  God, 


118 


THE  BEATITUDES 


who  are  not  saved  from  the  power  of  sin.  A  hypo- 
crite can  keep  the  ordinances  of  the  church,  but  he 
cannot  keep  a  pure  heart.  A  deceived  person  may 
keep  every  outward  form  and  ceremony,  but  he 
cannot  have  a  pure  heart,  else  he  would  see  God. 
To  see  God  is  to  be  a  new  creature,  is  to  have  eter- 
nal life.  To  be  converted  means  a  conversion  of 
time,  of  energy  and  of  means.  A  converted  man  is 
a  consecrated  man,  and  a  consecrated  man  cannot 
have  unconsecrated  time,  energy  or  means.  Christ's 
mission  to  save  the  world  can  only  be  done  as  the 
world  allows  him  to  reveal  the  Father  to  them. 
Christ's  heart  was  pure,  hence  his  life  and  works 
were  pure.  The  Christian's  heart  must  be  pure,  else 
he  cannot  be  holy,  he  cannot  see  God,  he  cannot  be 
a  saved  man. 

Christ  not  only  reveals  the  Father  and  saves  the 
sinner,  but  he  quickens  him.  He  quickens  him  by 
the  power  of  the  Spirit  that  is  given  him  from  the 
Father.  "  He  that  raised  up  Christ  from  the  dead 
shall  also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  the  Spirit 
that  dwelleth  in  you."  God  revealed,  the  man  saved 
and  quickened  to  new  life,  is  the  sum  of  the  great 
purpose  of  Christ's  incarnation.  A  man  may  ac- 
complish much  without  purity  of  heart,  but  he  can- 
not know  God,  he  cannot  be  converted,  he  cannot 
be  quickened  by  the  Spirit.  A  man  who  knows 
God,  who  is  saved,  and  quickened  by  the  Spirit  is 
a  man  whom  God  can  and  will  use.  He  is  a  man 
who  will  be  a  blessing  to  the  world,  a  light  set  on  a 
hill,  a  shepherd  of  the  sheep,  a  child  of  God. 
"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see 
God." 
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MYSTERIES  REVEALED  TO  THE  PURE  IN 
HEART. 

"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see  God." 

The  hidden  mysteries  of  God  "  kept  secret  since 
the  world  began"  are  revealed  in  this  promise.  We 
as  God's  children  are  made  to  be  "  the  ministers  of 
Christ,  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God," 
"  the  mystery  which  hath  been  hid  from  ages  and 
from  generations,  but  now  is  made  manifest  to  his 
saints,"  even  to  the  pure  in  heart.  They  that  see 
God  are  "  able  to  comprehend  with  all  saints  what 
is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height; 
and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth 
knowledge."  "  The  love  of  Christ  which  passeth 
knowledge"  can  never  be  even  faintly  understood 
until  God  is  seen.  The  mystery  of  man's  redemp- 
tion, of  Christ's  substitution,  is  incomprehensible 
until  God  is  seen.  God  incarnate  in  Christ  and 
Christ  incarnate  in  his  children,  even  in  us  who 
come  to  him  with  a  pure  heart,  are  mysteries 
"which  pass  knowledge."  To  see  God  solves  these 
great  mysteries.  They  are  unexplainable  and  in- 
comprehensible from  any  other  angle.  God  seen, 
and  we  are  at  a  proper  angle  to  allow  the  "  light 
that  shineth  in  a  dark  place"  to  shine  "until  the  day 
dawn,  and  the  day  star  arise  in  your  [our]  hearts." 

God  is  just  as  mysterious  and  incomprehensible 
to  the  impure  heart  as  he  ever  was.  Study  and  re- 
search will  not  open  up  or  reveal  the  great  myste- 
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ries  of  God  concerning  the  soul.  The  religious 
world  today  is  a  product  of  the  intellect  and  not  of 
the  heart.  Whence  have  come  all  our  theories,  dis- 
cipline, and  denominations  that  divide  and  antago- 
nize the  Christian  world,  instead  of  uniting  and 
unifying  the  church  in  accordance  with  Christ's 
prayer  that  we  may  all  be  one? 

Whence  come  our  systematic  theologies,  differing 
and  antagonizing  each  other  systematically? 

Our  denominationalism  and  our  systematic  the- 
ologies are  all  too  much  the  product  of  the  intellect, 
they  are  too  much  the  outgrowth  of  study  and  re- 
search. They  all  need  recasting  in  the  crucible  of  a 
pure  heart,  where  the  mysteries  of  God  are  made 
known.  "  They  shall  see  God,'''  is  not  a  promise  to 
be  obtained  by  study  and  research,  not  a  promise  to 
be  obtained  by  intellectuality,  but  alone  by  purity 
of  heart.  "  Be  ye  holy;  for  I  am  holy,"  lays  bare 
the  mysteries  of  God  to  the  intellectual  and  to  the 
ignorant  alike.  The  religious  world  today  is  intel- 
lectually theorized  and  philosophized  into  ignorance 
of  God  and  the  great  mysteries  of  his  church.  Here 
and  there  a  few  souls  out  of  the  great  mass  of  intel- 
lectually ignorant  get  a  heart,  and  not  a  head,  re- 
ligion, and  thus  get  that  "  which  passeth  knowl- 
edge," fellowship  with  the  Infinite.  "  The  preach- 
ing of  the  cross  is  to  them  that  perish  foolishness; 
but  unto  us  which  are  saved  it  is  a  power  of  God." 
"I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ;  for  it 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth."  To  see  God  puts  us  in  touch  with  the 
Gospel  as  a  soul-sanctifying,  a  soul-saving  power, 
and  not  as  a  system  of  polemic  theology.   The  im- 
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pure  heart,  whether  in  the  church  or  out  of  the 
church,  cannot  see  God,  cannot  know  the  mystery 
that  is  "  now  made  manifest  by  the  scriptures  of 
the  prophets  .  .  .  [now]  made  known  to  all  nations." 
The  pure  in  heart  see  God  because  there  is  nothing 
between  God  and  man  but  sin.  Purity  of  heart  re- 
moves all  cause  of  sin,  puts  a  man  in  such  a  recep- 
tive state  that  he  can  feel  the  touch  of  God,  though 
he  speaks  in  the  still,  small  voice.  The  pure  in 
heart  are  not  afraid  of  God,  because  he  is  no  longer 
mysterious  to  them.  He  is  their  Guide  and  Pro- 
tector. He  is  their  Companion  by  night  and  by 
day.  He  is  with  them  in  sorrow  and  in  joy.  God 
is  not  the  far-off,  mysterious  One,  but  the  ever-pres- 
ent, loving  Father.  The  pure  in  heart  see  God,  not 
because  of  merit,  not  because  of  any  good  they 
have  done  or  can  do,  but  because  they  are  in  har- 
mony with  the  Divine.  The  mysteries  of  God  are 
not  made  manifest  because  of  moral  worth,  not  be- 
cause we  have  obeyed  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  sim- 
ply because  we  have  become  in  tune  with  the  Infi- 
nite. The  pure  in  heart  do  good  because  they  are 
pure,  do  the  Father's  will  because  they  are  in  uni- 
son with  him.  Whenever  man  begins  to  try  to  buy 
God's  favor,  God's  approval,  by  his  good  works,  by 
his  obedience  to  ordinance  and  ceremony,  he  at 
once  proves  himself  to  be  out  of  harmony  with  the 
Divine.  He  may  be  seeking  light,  but  he  will  not 
find  it  in  that  way.  The  mysteries  of  God  can  only 
be  revealed  to  the  pure  in  heart. 

As  God  was  incarnated  in  Christ,  so  Christ  must 
be  incarnated  in  us,  if  we  would  live  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Divine.   "  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the 
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temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth 
in  you?"  "If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my 
words,  and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him." 
Christ  incarnate  in  us,  and  the  work  is  done,  the 
mystery  of  God  kept  secret  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world  is  ours.  We  become  incarnations  of  God, 
little  trees  of  life,  lights  to  the  world,  leading  men 
to  "  the  true  light,  which  lighteneth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world," — incarnations  of  God,  lit- 
tle Christs,  working  in  harmony  with  the  Divine 
because  we  are  in  him  and  he  is  in  us.  We  are  sons 
of  God,  heirs  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ.  The 
heart  pure,  and  Christ  can  become  incarnate  in  the 
body;  impure,  and  he  cannot.  Do  we  want  to  be  in- 
carnations of  God,  do  we  want  to  know  God? 
"  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart :  for  they  shall  see 
God." 


THE  BEATITUDES 


123 


POWER  GIVEN  TO  THE  PURE  IN  HEART. 

"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see  God." 

The  great  power  of  Christ  in  heaven  and  in  earth 
is  made  manifest  in  this  promise.  The  individual 
Christian  is  not  claiming  the  power  that  belongs  to 
him.  He  lives  and  acts  as  if  he  were  possessed  of 
no  more  real  power  than  a  lodge  or  some  fraternity 
would  give  him.  The  church  is  weak  and  effemi- 
nate because  the  Christian  is  weak.  The  church 
cannot  manifest  more  power  than  her  members  rep- 
resent. If  the  membership  do  not  individually  lay 
hold  of  the  power  of  Christ,  the  church  cannot  do 
so.  If  we  could  only  realize  "  what  is  the  exceed- 
ing greatness  of  his  power  to  usward,  who  believe 
according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty  power,"  we 
would  lie  passive  and  let  him  use  us  to  his  glory, 
and  to  the  glory  of  the  church.  It  is  not  the  amount 
of  energy  and  push  in  us  that  applies  the  power  of 
God  to  our  work,  but  the  vital  touch  of  God,  the 
proper  connection  with  the  Divine. 

Jesus  said,  "All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heav- 
en and  in  earth.  Go  ye  therefore  and  disciple  the 
nations."  I  say  to  my  agent,  I  have  $100,000,  there- 
fore go  and  buy  that  house.  Will  the  agent  under- 
stand that  he  can  draw  on  me  for  the  money  for  the 
house?  Will  he  understand  that  he  can  draw  for 
all  he  needs  to  buy  the  house,  even  to  the  amount  I 
named?  Is  Christ  to  be  relied  upon  as  much  as  a 
man  of  business?  Does  his  language  mean  as 
much?   Does  he  mean  what  he  says?   "All  power 
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is  mine  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  therefore  go  and 
teach  all  nations."  Does  he  mean  to  delegate  the 
power  when  he  commands  us  to  go?  Does  he  mean 
to  delegate  it  to  the  extent  of  the  need?  No  won- 
der Paul  prayed  that  the  church  might  know  "  what 
is  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  power  to  usward, 
who  believe  according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty 
power."  To  see  God  is  to  be  in  possession  of  this 
power.  Wisdom,  learning,  good  works,  devotion, 
zeal,  almsgiving,  all  combined,  do  not  put  a  man  in 
possession  of  supernatural  power.  Without  holi- 
ness "  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord."  Purity  of  heart 
reveals  God  to  the  trembling  sinner,  and  as  he  looks 
he  is  transformed  into  the  saint,  with  his  hands 
upon  the  mighty  power  of  an  exalted  Savior,  the 
Son  of  God.  All  power ;  therefore,  "  Go  and  draw 
upon  me  for  what  you  need."  Can  we  limit  the 
power  of  Christ?  Is  he  not  able  to  do  whatsoever 
he  will?  Did  he  not  represent  the  mighty  power 
of  God?  Is  Christ  less  powerful  today  than  when 
he  was  in  the  flesh?  Christ  incarnate  in  us,  and  we 
have  the  "  all  power"  that  he  delegated  to  his  dis- 
ciples. The  disciples  were  endued  with  power  when 
they  learned  to  know  God.  So  it  is  yet  today :  the 
power  of  God  comes  alone  upon  those  who  can  see 
God. 

Power  to  overcome  sin  is  obtained  only  by  those 
who  see  God.  A  man  may  resolve  to  quit  sin,  he 
may  muster  all  his  force  to  conquer  a  single  evil 
habit,  and  yet  fail.  The  wreck  of  human  life,  the 
blasted  hopes  of  erring  man  are  strewn  with  good 
resolves ;  with  oft-repeated  promises  to  do  better, 
to  reform,  to  quit  sin.    Sinful  habit  is  a  mighty 
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power  which  cannot  be  broken  by  man's  unaided 
strength.  There  can  be  but  one  source  of  power 
by  which  man  can  conquer  evil  habits  or  overcome 
sin.  That  source  of  power  is  obtained  alone  through 
Jesus  Christ.  He  is  ready  and  willing  to  impart 
that  power  to  every  sin-burdened  man  who  will 
come  to  him  with  a  pure  heart.  Give  him  purity  of 
heart  and  he  will  give  victory  over  evil  habit,  and 
over  sin.  He  gives  victory  because  he  makes  us 
look  upon  God,  and  the  vision  purifies  and  cleanses 
from  evil  habit  and  sinful  tendency. 

The  power  to  overcome  sin  in  ourselves  is  surely 
one  of  the  great  needs  of  the  professing  Christian 
of  this  age.  It  is  sin  in  the  church,  sin  in  the  church 
member,  that  causes  the  world  to  grow  skeptical. 
It  is  sin  in  the  church  member  that  is  limiting  the 
power  of  Christ  in  the  church.  The  church  cannot 
conquer  sin,  the  church  member  cannot  conquer  sin, 
cannot  overcome  it,  but  the  power  of  Christ  can 
conquer,  can  overcome  both  sin  and  the  sinful  habit. 
That  power  is  for  everyone  who  comes  to  Christ 
with  a  pure  heart. 

Power  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  Christ. 
There  is  no  other  work  lies  so  near  the  Father's 
heart,  no  other  work  so  dear  to  Christ,  and  no  other 
work  about  which  the  Christian  is  so  anxious  as 
this.  Why  should  not  power  be  given  here,  if  it  is 
available?  It  is  given  and  will  be  manifest  in  the 
work  of  every  man  who  keeps  his  eyes  fixed  on  God. 
The  devil  with  all  his  angels  cannot  overcome  one 
of  the  least  of  those  who  are  the  Lord's.  All  the 
opposing  forces  of  the  world  cannot  effectually  hin- 
der the  work  of  God  when  entrusted  to  his  ambas- 
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sadors.  Why  should  the  true  heart  ever  falter? 
Look  into  the  face  of  the  dear  Father  and  press  on. 
There  are  no  difficulties  with  him.  We  should  do 
our  work  and  commit  its  results  to  him.  If  we  are 
pure  in  heart  God  can  use  us ;  if  we  are  not,  he  may- 
use  our  work,  but  he  cannot  use  us.  He  cannot  del- 
egate power  to  the  man  who  is  not  pure  at  heart. 
"  All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in 
earth.  Go  ye  therefore,  and  win  the  world  for 
Christ."  The  power  is  yours,  go,  but  trust  God  for 
results ;  they  must  and  will  come. 

We  are  thankful  that  the  purpose  of  Christ's 
work,  the  mysteries  of  God  and  the  power  of  the 
Infinite  are  all  the  property  of  the  pure  in  heart. 
If  they  were  given  alone  to  the  learned,  and  to  the 
men  of  genius,  how  many  could  never  know  God? 
If  they  were  the  price  of  great  gifts,  of  much  alms- 
giving, how  would  the  poor  of  this  world  come  to 
God?  If  they  were  given  alone  because  of  merit, 
because  of  good  works,  how  could  the  poor  sinner, 
with  wasted  life,  ever  know  God?  If  they  were 
given  because  of  noble  ancestry,  where  would  the 
hope  of  the  world  be? 

It  is  a  pure  heart  that  unveils  the  Holy  of  holies, 
that  unlocks  the  secret  things  of  God,  and  that  re- 
leases the  power  of  heaven  and  earth.  A  pure  heart, 
God's  dwelling  place  on  earth,  man's  greatest  good, 
and  most  priceless  gift.  A  gift  that  God  never 
grants  to  one  who  is  not  hungering  and  thirsting 
after  righteousness.  "  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart, 
O  God ;  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me." 
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PURITY  OF  HEART  AS  IT  IS  SEEN  IN  THE 
LIFE  OF  JESUS. 

"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see  God." 
Matt.  5:  8. 

The  heart's  desires  and  purposes  are  seen  in  the 
life.  What  one  speaks  and  does  gives  a  true  picture 
of  the  heart.  The  heart  is  the  fountain,  the  mani- 
festation of  life,  the  stream.  If  the  fountain  is  im- 
pure, selfish,  and  worldly,  so  is  the  stream.  The 
heart  is  the  tree,  the  life  is  the  fruit.  The  kind  of 
tree  determines  the  kind  of  fruit  it  bears.  Just  so 
the  kind  of  heart,  pure  or  impure,  determines  the 
quality  of  life. 

Jesus  was  pure  in  life  because  pure  in  heart.  His 
whole  life  was  above  suspicion.  Even  his  enemies 
laid  no  charge  against  the  absolute  purity  of  his  life. 
He  mingled  with  all  classes,  but  in  such  a  way  as 
to  lead  every  one  out  and  away  from  evil,  up  into 
pure  and  holy  desires.  No  foolish  or  silly  word 
ever  escaped  his  lips,  because  he  kept  the  source  of 
speech  pure.  Only  pure  and  holy  thoughts  can 
come  from  a  pure  heart.  There  was  no  pride  or 
vain  ostentation  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  because  his 
heart  was  pure.  The  world  with  its  show  and  van- 
ity did  not  trouble  Jesus,  because  his  heart  was 
pure.  The  pure  heart  of  Jesus  could  not  and  would 
not  be  bound  by  a  selfish  and  worldly  life.  The 
wearing  of  jewelry,  rings,  bracelets  and  such  like, 
so  common  in  his  day,  never  troubled  Jesus.  His 
heart  was  too  pure  even  to  desire  such  vain  and 
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foolish  things.  You  can't  think  of  Jesus  going 
around  with  a  gold  finger  ring  on,  or  anything  else 
simply  for  show.  The  ornament  of  a  meek  and 
quiet  spirit  was  manifest  in  Jesus'  appearance,  as 
it  will  be  and  must  be  in  every  follower  of  his  who 
is  ruled  by  a  pure  heart.  The  pure  heart  of  Jesus 
caused  him  to  seek  first  the  glory  of  God,  and  not 
worldly  glory. 

Neighborhood  gossip  or  foolish  joking  and  jest- 
ing never  troubled  Jesus.  The  purity  of  his  heart 
lifted  him  above  and  out  of  such  an  atmosphere  as 
this.  The  purity  of  heart  manifest  in  the  life  of  Je- 
sus was  an  open  rebuke  to  sin  in  all  its  forms.  His 
purity  of  heart  and  life  made  him  ever  ready  to  re- 
buke sin,  even  in  word  or  thought,  but  just  as  ready 
to  show  compassion  and  forgiveness  to  a  penitent 
sinner  whenever  found. 

Jesus'  passing  a  foolish  joke  or  jest,  or  engaging 
in  gossip,  is  unthinkable,  because  such  does  not  be- 
long to  a  pure  heart.  Jesus  never  used  flattery.  He 
rebuked  sin  and  hypocrisy  openly;  commended  and 
praised  the  good  and  the  humble  effort  to  do  good. 
The  purity  of  his  motives  cause  him  to  fear  neither 
friend  nor  foe.  To  do  good  and  only  good  was  the 
purpose  of  his  whole  life.  An  enemy  was  never  re- 
buked because  he  was  an  enemy.  The  good,  the 
right,  and  not  personality,  was  the  groundwork  of 
his  rebukes  and  corrections.  Personal  feeling  was 
all  lost  in  his  passion  to  do  only  the  Father's  will. 
Purity  of  heart  lifted  Jesus  above  personal  resent- 
ment, above  self-seeking,  above  flattery,  above 
pride,  into  the  white  light  of  right,  the  very  pres- 
ence of  God.   This  all  harmonizes  with  the  teach- 
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ing  of  Jesus.  His  life1  was  in  perfect  accord  with 
the  doctrine  he  taught.  There  is  never  a  jar  be- 
tween practice  and  precept  in  his  life.  "Resist  not 
him  that  is  evil"  is  a  command  to  every  follower  of 
Jesus,  but  this  command  is  backed  up  by  his  de- 
fenseless life,  and  final  arrest,  trial  and  crucifixion, 
without  resistance.  "  Love  your  enemies,  and  pray 
for  them  that  persecute  you"  is  just  as  manifest  in 
his  practice  as  it  is  in  his  precept  to  his  followers. 
"  Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  the 
earth,  where  moth  and  rust  consume,  and  where 
thieves  break  through  and  steal,"  is  as  clear  in  the 
practice  of  Jesus  as  it  can  be  in  his  precept. 

"  Be  not  anxious  for  your  life,  what  ye  shall  eat, 
or  what  ye  shall  drink,  nor  yet  for  your  body,  what 
ye  shall  put  on.  Is  not  the  life  more  than  the  food, 
and  the  body  than  the  raiment?"  is  answered  by 
the  life  of  Jesus,  both  as  to  precept  and  example. 
"  Seek  ye  first  his  kingdom  and  his  righteousness" 
was  always  uppermost  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  and  his 
precepts  can  never  be  a  living  reality  in  the  lives 
of  any  who  make  the  kingdom  and  righteousness  of 
God  anything  else  but  primary.  Not  worldly  gain, 
not  honor  from  men,  not  seif-pleasing  can  be  found 
either  in  the  practice  or  precepts  of  Jesus. 

As  precept  and  practice  harmonize  in  the  life  of 
Jesus,  so  they  should  harmonize  in  the  life  of  every 
one  who  is  made  a  new  creature  in  him. 
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"  More  purity  give  me, 

More  strength  to  o'ercome; 
More  freedom  from  earth-stains, 

More  longing  for  home ; 
More  fit  for  the  kingdom, 

More  used  would  I  be; 
More  blessed  and  holy, 

More,  Savior,  like  thee." 


"  Have  our  hearts  grown  cold  since  the  days  of 
Have  we  left  our  souls'  '  first  love '  ? 
Are  we  pure  in  heart,  doing  all  our  part 
To  fulfill  the  Savior's  will? 

"  Are  we  always  true  in  the  thing  we  do, 
In  our  words,  our  works,  our  ways  ? 
Are  we  quite  content  with  the  blessings  sent, 
Giving  God  alone  the  praise? 

"  Dare  a  mortal  say — for  a  single  day — 
'  I  have  kept  thy  law,  O  God ! 
Undefiled  by  sin,  I  am  pure  within, 
And  I  need  no  cleansing  blood '  ? " 
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PEACEMAKERS:  QUOTATIONS. 

"  Oh,  show  thyself  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
Command  the  din  of  war  to  cease ; 
Oh,  bid  contending  nations  rest, 
And  love  pervade  each  human  breast. 

"  Then  peace  shall  lift  her  balmy  wing, 
Glad  plenty  laugh,  the  valleys  sing; 
Reviving  commerce  lift  her  head, 
And  want,  and  woe,  and  hate  be  fled. 

"  Thou  good,  and  wise,  and  righteous  Lord, 
All  move  subservient  to  thy  word ; 
Oh,  soon  let  ev'ry  nation  prove 
The  perfect  joy  of  Christian  love." 


People  are  always  expecting  to  get  peace  in  heaven ;  but  you 
know  whatever  peace  they  get  there  will  be  ready  made. 
Whatever  of  making  peace  they  can  be  blessed  for  must  be 
on  the  earth  here. — Ruskin. 


All  things  that  speak  of  heaven  speak  of  peace. — Bailey. 
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THE  PEACEMAKERS  ARE  BLESSED. 

"Blessed  are  the  peacemakers:  for  they  shall  be  called  the 
sons  of  God." 

The  peacemaker  is  one  who  not  only  loves  peace 
for  its  own  sake,  but  he  is  one  who  makes  peace. 
He  is  one  who  is  so  fully  in  touch  with  the 
Prince  of  Peace  that  his  presence  is  a  stimulus  for 
peace.  He  is  one  who  hates  strife,  and  all  the  prin- 
ciples and  elements  that  lead  up  to  strife.  The 
peacemaker  will  not  engage  in  strife;  he  will  suffer 
wrong,  he  will  be  misunderstood  and  misjudged  rath- 
er than  enter  into  strife.  Strife  is  contrary  to  his 
nature,  contrary  to  his  principles,  and  contrary  to 
his  doctrine.  Peace,  and  peace  only,  harmonizes 
with  his  nature,  with  his  principles,  and  with  his 
doctrine.  Hence  he  is  and  of  necessity  will  be  a 
peacemaker. 

The  peacemaker  will  work  and  pray  for  peace  in 
the  world  as  well  as  in  the  church.  Peace  in  the 
church  is  what  must  and  will  follow  if  the  body  is 
composed  of  those  who  love  peace.  Think  of  peace- 
makers quarreling  and  striving  with  each  other; 
tearing  each  other's  work  to  pieces ;  talking  and  say- 
ing ugly  things  about  each  other;  splitting  up  and 
refusing  to  work  together.  Not  every  one  who  pro- 
fesses religion  is  a  peacemaker.  The  important 
question  to  ask  is,  Am  I  a  peacemaker?  Am  I  doing 
all  I  can  to  propagate  peace?  Do  I  love  peace?  Am 
I  a  peacemaker? 

The  peacemaker  will  endeavor  to  unify  and  har- 
monize any  discord  between  brethren.   This  cannot 


"Blessed  Are  the  Peacemakers:  for  They  Shall  Be  Called 
Sons  of  God." 

His  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  Mighty  God, 
Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace.— Isaiah  9:  6. 

And  the  fruit  of  righteousness  is  sown  in  peace  of  them  that 
make  peace. — James  3:  18. 
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properly  be  done  without  bringing  them  into  unity 
and  harmony  with  the  great  Prince  of  Peace.  No 
principle  can  be  sacrificed  in  trying  to  unify  and 
harmonize  discordant  brethren  without  putting 
them  out  of  harmony  with  Christ  and  out  of  har- 
mony with  the  real  principles  of  peace.  It  is  be- 
cause of  this  that  Christ  said  he  came  not  to  send 
peace  but  a  sword ;  that  he  came  to  set  a  man 
against  his  father,  and  the  daughter  against  her 
mother,  and  a  man's  foes  shall  be  they  of  his  own 
household.  It  is  the  peacemaker  who  stands  upon 
principles,  who  can  bring  union  out  of  discord. 
Peace  made  upon  any  other  ground  cannot  be  per- 
manent; it  will  break  into  discord  and  strife  at 
the  least  excuse.  The  peacemaker  is  one  who 
makes  peace  instead  of  covering  up,  smoldering  or 
suppressing  strife.  The  man  who  covers  up  and 
smoothes  over  wrong  to  keep  from  facing  it  and  set- 
ting it  right  is  not  a  peacemaker,  but  rather  a  man 
who  lacks  the  moral  courage  to  stand  upon  prin- 
ciples. God  makes  peace  with  no  man  except  upon 
right  principles.  If  we  sacrifice  principle  for  peace, 
God  is  not  with  us,  and  we  are  not  peacemakers. 

The  peacemaker  not  only  prays  and  works  for 
peace  in  the  church,  but  he  reaches  out  to  all  the 
world  and  prays  and  works  for  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  The  peace- 
maker works  and  prays  to  harmonize  jarring  fac- 
tions in  society  and  in  government.  The  liquor 
business  is  one  of  the  discordant  elements  in  soci- 
ety, and  the  real  peacemaker  cannot  compromise  his 
principles  by  not  raising  his  strength  against  the 
evil.    Some  may  say  to  oppose  the  evil  is  to  engen- 
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der  strife  and  not  peace,  but  if  so  it  is  a  clear  case 
where  Christ  came  to  send  a  sword  and  not  peace. 
He  is  the  only  real  peacemaker  who  loves  peace  so 
well  that  he  will  fight  evil  even  to  his  death.  The 
real  peacemaker  will  die  for  truth,  for  right. 

War  and  bloodshed  is  one  of  the  most  discordant 
things  in  society  and  nations  at  this  time.  The 
peacemaker  is  working  and  praying  that  this  great 
evil  may  be  stopped.  We  never  can  become  factors 
in  the  propagation  of  the  peace  of  the  world  if  we 
fear  to  let  the  world  know  where  we  stand  and  why 
we  stand  opposed  to  war.  Some  say  that  to  make 
ourselves  felt  on  this  question  is  to  involve  our- 
selves in  difficulty.  If  we  try  to  help  the  rulers  of 
the  world  to  change  we  must  support  them  if 
trouble  comes.  If  we  fear  to  do  right  because 
trouble  will  come,  there  is  not  much  of  the  spirit  of 
a  peacemaker  in  us.  Our  field  is  the  world,  and  God 
will  hold  us  responsible  for  not  carrying  his  prin- 
ciples more  and  more  into  its  very  heart. 

We  are  exhorted  first  of  all  to  pray  for  rulers  and 
for  all  those  in  authority,  that  we  may  lead  a  quiet 
and  peaceable  life.  If  we  pray  for  the  peace  of  the 
world,  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  work  for  it ;  for  no 
one  can  truly  pray  for  what  he  is  not  ready  and  will- 
ing to  push  forward. 

The  peacemaker  urges  peace,  because  he  is  living 
in  the  realm  of  peace.  There  is  no  discordant  note 
in  the  peacemaker's  life,  because  he  stands  opposed 
to  every  form  of  evil  and  vice.  He  knows  that 
peace  is  not  obtained  by  a  compromise  with  evil, 
but  by  boldly  standing  out  against  evil,  even  though 
it  makes  enemies  out  of  fathers  and  of  mothers. 
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PEACEMAKERS  SHALL  BE  CALLED  SONS 
OF  GOD. 

"Blessed  are  the  peacemakers:  for  they  shall  be  called  the 
sons  of  God."— Matt.  5 :  9. 

They  are  called  sons,  not  children,  because  their 
work  indicates  the  strength  of  manhood.  The 
peacemaker  in  this  discordant  world  is  no  weakling. 
He  is  and  of  necessity  must  be  courageous,  willing 
to  stand  alone  or  even  to  fall,  rather  than  sacrifice 
principle.  The  work  of  a  peacemaker  is  the  work 
of  a  pure  heart  in  behalf  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 
The  peacemakers,  like  the  pure-hearted,  know  no 
man  after  the  flesh.  Principle  and  not  friends,  not 
what  men  may  think,  but  what  is  right,  governs  in 
all  work  and  duty. 

They  shall  be  called  sons  of  God  because  like 
unto  God  in  nature  and  disposition.  A  faithful  man 
is  called  a  son  of  Abraham,  a  wicked  man  a  child 
of  the  devil,  a  laboring  man  a  son  of  toil ;  just  so 
peacemakers  are  called  sons  of  God.  God  is  called 
the  God  of  Peace  and  Christ  is  spoken  of  as  the 
Prince  of  Peace ;  hence  the  peacemaker  is  called  a 
son  of  God.  There  is  perhaps  no  other  one  attribute 
of  God  that  this  suffering  world  more  needs  than 
that  which  is  manifest  by  the  peacemaker.  How 
many  sore  and  bleeding  hearts  can  be  found  in 
every  community  that  the  loving  touch  of  a  peace- 
maker could  heal. 

Misunderstanding  often  estranges  friends,  neigh- 
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bors,  and  even  husbands  and  wives.  The  sorrow 
and  sadness  that  follow  can  never  be  written.  The 
touch  of  a  peacemaker  may  turn  all  the  sorrow  to 
joy.  Sins  of  ignorance,  sins  of  weakness,  and  de- 
praved habits  break  the  dearest  ties  of  the  human 
heart.  The  ties  broken  and  the  heart  bleeding  and 
sore  can  find  no  comfort  in  life.  A  son  of  God,  a 
real  peacemaker,  can  heal  the  wounded  heart  and 
give  it  hope  and  courage.  He  can  lift  it  up  out  of 
self  into  the  pure  sunlight  of  God's  love  and  make 
life  a  blessing  and  a  joy. 

Because  the  peacemakers  have  been  so  few  or  so 
inactive,  widows  and  orphans,  crippled  and  help- 
less, may  be  found  in  every  land.  War  and  strife 
exist  because  the  work  of  the  peacemaker  has  been 
too  much  neglected.  If  all  who  profess  to  be  sons 
of  God  were  peacemakers,  the  sword  would  be  beat- 
en into  the  plowshare  and  the  spear  into  the  prun- 
ing hook  and  nations  would  learn  war  no  more.  If 
all  who  profess  to  be  sons  of  God  were  peacemakers, 
many  homes  that  are  rent  because  of  the  divorce 
evil  would  be  centers  of  joy  and  love.  In  practice 
the  peacemaker  will  be  what  he  is  in  theory.  As  a 
son  of  God  he  will  manifest  the  nature  of  God  in 
his  contact  with  the  world.  He  will  not  only  refuse 
to  engage  in  strife,  but  he  will  use  all  lawful  means 
to  prevent  strife,  and  all  evils  that  break  the  peace 
of  the  world. 

The  peacemakers  shall  be  called  sons  of  God  now, 
not  at  some  future  time.  Their  works  make  them 
manifest  so  that  men  cannot  help  but  see  their  light 
and  realize  who  they  are.  God  has  named  them  his 
sons,  and  the  joy  of  the  Divine  relationship  cannot 
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be  taken  from  them.  They  are  not  only  called  or 
named  sons  of  God,  but  they  are  sons.  They  are 
called  sons  of  God  because  they  are  sons.  In  this 
world  men  often  get  titles  of  honor  that  they  do  not 
deserve,  but  the  peacemaker  gets  his  name  because 
he  deserves  it,  and  because  its  qualities  show  out  in 
his  life.  He  is  in  no  sense  a  stirrer  up  of  strife,  nor 
a  lover  of  discord,  but  a  lover  of  peace,  a  promoter 
of  unity,  both  in  and  out  of  the  church.  Talebear- 
ing or  tattling  is  hated  because  it  is  contrary  to  his 
nature.  He  is  not  a  busy-body  in  other  men's  mat- 
ters, yet  he  fears  not  to  stand  out  against  whatever 
evils  in  society,  or  in  the  life,  make  against  right- 
eousness, the  true  foundation  of  peace. 

The  peacemaker  of  necessity  is  a  peace  promoter. 
He  works  not  only  for  personal  peace  and  personal 
righteousness,  but  for  civic  peace  and  civic  right- 
eousness. As  a  promoter  of  peace  he  fears  not  to 
oppose  evils,  to  work  against  evils,  and  to  uphold 
the  right,  even  though  unpopular.  The  true  peace- 
maker is  not  a  man  who  will  allow  evil  to  pass  by 
unnoticed.  He  is  not  a  man  that  is  at  peace  with 
evil  because  he  has  not  courage  to  oppose  it  in  any 
of  its  forms.  All  who  deserve  the  title  of  sons  of 
God  will  have  the  courage  that  right  gives  to  every 
promoter  of  truth.  They  will  have  the  courage  to 
die  as  martyrs  to  their  principles,  but  not  the  love 
of  ease  to  lie  still  and  see  evil  go  on  unopposed.  The 
man  who  loves  his  ease  so  much  that  he  allows  evil 
to  reign  about  him  unopposed  is  not  a  peacemaker. 
He  may  be  a  good  man,  he  may  not  practice  evil, 
but  by  his  silence,  by  his  inactivity,  he  encourages 
its  promotion.    A  man  cannot  be  a  peacemaker,  a 
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son  of  God,  without  doing  something.  No  one  can 
be  a  son  of  God  and  not  fight  evil.  Evil  is  opposed 
to  every  principle  of  the  peacemaker  and  he  is  eter- 
nally against  it  in  practice  as  well  as  in  theory. 

The  peacemaker  will  have  Divine  support  in  his 
opposition  to  evil.  God  will  aid  every  son  of  his  in 
promoting  the  great  principles  of  peace.  They  will 
not  only  have  his  aid  but  his  protection.  No  lack 
of  courage  should  hinder  everyone  who  claims  son- 
ship  to  be  a  peacemaker.  With  God's  protection 
and  God's  aid  the  peacemaker  goes  out  to  certain 
victory. 

"Blessed  are  the  peacemakers:  for  they  shall  be 
called  the  sons  of  God." 
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PEACEMAKING  AS  SEEN  IN  THE  LIFE  OF 
JESUS. 

"Blessed  are  the  peacemakers:  for  they  shall  be  called  the 
sons  of  God." 

The  mission  of  Jesus  to  this  world  was  and  is  a 
mission  of  peace.  He  found  a  world  helpless  and 
sinful,  at  enmity  with  God  and  with  all  that  is 
good,  under  the  righteous  sentence  of  an  offended 
God,  without  hope  and  without  God.  He  made  peace, 
paying  the  penalty  for  sin,  satisfying  justice  and  rec- 
onciling the  world  to  God.  God's  justice  is  satisfied, 
and  sinful  men,  because  of  their  Peacemaker  stand- 
ing in  their  stead,  are  reconciled  and  empowered  as 
ambassadors  of  peace  for  Jesus.  No  man  ever  has 
been,  ever  will  be,  or  ever  can  be  reconciled  to  God 
except  through  Jesus.  He  holds  the  only  terms  of 
peace  for  fallen  men.  Acts.  4:  12.  As  Peacemaker 
his  work  is  in  active  operation  now,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  until  every  son  and  daughter  of  Adam's 
race  has  accepted  or  rejected  the  terms  of  peace. 
To  reject  the  terms  of  peace  is  to  reject  Jesus  and  to 
be  hopelessly  irreconciled  to  God.  To  accept  the 
terms  of  peace  is  to  accept  Jesus  and  to  be  wholly 
reconciled  to  God,  though  ever  weak  and  dependent. 

In  dealing  with  men  Jesus  was  a  real  Peace- 
maker. In  setting  contention  and  discord  in  their 
true  light,  thus  making  peace,  he  had  no  equal. 
When  the  disciples  were  wrangling  over  their  self- 
ish interests  Jesus  set  them  at  one  by  a  lesson  from 
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a  little  child  placed  in  their  midst.  Instead  of  being 
selfishly  concerned  for  the  best  for  self,  they  must 
become  as  a  little  child,  dependent,  helpless,  teach- 
able, innocent.  When  the  woman  was  taken  in 
adultery  and  her  accusers  were  contending  for  her 
life,  Jesus  made  peace  by  making  each  one  read 
himself  conscientiously.  An  awakened  conscience 
will  always  be  a  great  power  to  silence  contention, 
and  the  one  who  can  stir  up  conscientious  thought 
becomes  like  Jesus,  a  peacemaker.  When  there  was 
trouble  about  the  tribute  money,  though  not  law- 
fully bound  Jesus  settled  all  contention  by  paying 
it.  When  Peter  rose  up  to  make  war  with  the 
sword,  Jesus  had  him  put  it  up  and  at  once  re- 
paired the  injury  done,  thus  showing  a  very  prac- 
tical lesson  of  peace  for  all  who  call  him  Lord  and 
Master.  Jesus  in  his  contact  with  men  made  no 
precept  on  the  principles  of  peace  that  he  did  not 
put  into  practice.  Practicing  and  preaching  har- 
monize in  the  Christ  life,  whether  in  the  Incarnate 
Lord  or  in  the  life  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  It  is 
Christ  Incarnate  in  his  own  that  makes  them  sons 
of  God,  hence  real  peacemakers.  The  Christ  life 
ought  to  be  as  real,  and  as  practical  in  God's  sons 
and  daughters  today  as'  it  was  in  his  Incarnation. 
Christ  as  Peacemaker  must  speak  out  through  every 
Christed  life.  Jesus  as  Peacemaker  is  multiplied 
as  many  times  as  there  are  Christ-filled  lives  in  the 
the  world.  A  Christ-filled  life  will  no  more  take 
the  sword  and  slay  a  fellow  than  Jesus  would  have 
done  while  here  in  the  flesh.  You  can  just  as  read- 
ily think  of  Jesus  buckling  on  the  sword  and  going 
forth  to  carnal  warfare  as  you  can  think  of  a  real 
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Christed  soul  today  engaging  in  carnal  strife. 
Preaching  and  practice  should  harmonize  just  as 
truly  in  the  sons  of  God  today  as  they  did  in  the 
life  of  Jesus  among  men.  Christ  has  lived  in  vain 
to  the  Christian  professor  who  is  not  Christed.  Je- 
sus brought  peace  and  reconciliation,  lived  and 
practiced  peace,  and  empowers  all  who  are  born 
from  above  to  practice  peace.  As  truly  as  Christ 
becomes  incarnate  in  men,  so  surely  will  they 
"  walk  in  his  paths  .  .  .  and  they  shall  beat 
their  swords  into  plowshares  and  their  spears  into 
pruning  hooks.  Nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword 
against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any 
more."  Isaiah  2 :  3,  4.  As  Christ  lived  among  men 
a  Peacemaker,  so  when  he  lives  in  men  they  become 
like  him,  peacemakers.  May  all  who  name  the 
name  of  Jesus  become  real  sons  and  daughters  of 
God.  May  the  Christ  life  be  lived  over  and  over  in 
the  little  ones  in  whom  Jesus  lives. 

In  dealing  with  men  as  peacemakers  Jesus  used 
the  same  divine  power  that  he  delegates  to  every 
saved  man  in  going  forth  as  a  peacemaker  in  his 
stead.  The  life  of  Jesus  as  a  Peacemaker  ought  to 
be  multiplied  as  many  times  as  there  are  Christians 
in  the  world.  If  Jesus  used  any  more  divine  power 
in  dealing  with  men  as  peacemakers  than  he  has 
delegated  to  every  true  follower  of  his,  he  cannot 
be  an  example  for  them  to  imitate.  His  life  as 
Peacemaker  would  only  be  an  ideal  to  be  admired 
but  entirely  beyond  the  reach  of  humanity.  Christ 
as  peacemaker  is  our  Example  and  as  such  he  dele- 
gates to  every  one  "  born  from  above"  as  much  of 
the  Divine  power  as  he  used  in  dealing  with  men. 
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WHAT  THE  POETS  SAY  ABOUT 
PERSECUTION. 

Persecution  is  not  wrong  because  it  is  cruel ;  but  it  is  cruel 
because  it  is  wrong. — Whately. 

Christianity  has  made  martyrdom  sublime,  and  sorrow  tri- 
umphant.— Chapin. 

Persecution  often  does  in  this  life  what  the  last  day  will  do 
completely — separate  the  wheat  from  the  tares. — Milner. 

Wherever  you  see  persecution,  there  is  more  than  a  prob- 
ability that  truth  lies  on  the  persecuted  side. — Latimer. 


"Blessed  Are  They  That  Have  Been  Persecuted  for  Right- 
eousness' Sake:  for  Theirs  Is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." 

If  they  have  persecuted  me,  they  will  also  persecute  you. — 
John  15:  20. 

The  time  cometh  that  whosoever  killeth  you  will  think  that 
he  doeth  God  service. — John  16:  2. 
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"  BLESSED  ARE  THEY  THAT  HAVE  BEEN 
PERSECUTED  FOR  RIGHTEOUSNESS' 
SAKE:  FOR  THEIRS  IS  THE 
KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN." 

"Blessed  are  they  that  have  been  persecuted  for  righteous- 
ness' sake:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

The  apostles  and  early  Christians  suffered  perse- 
cution for  righteousness'  sake.  Stephen  was  stoned 
to  death  for  righteousness' sake,  his  face  beaming  as 
an  angel's  in;  the  throes  of  death,  thus  telling  the 
story  of  his  life.  James  was  thrown  into  prison  and 
finally  beheaded  for  the  sake  of  Jesus.  Paul  was 
stonedj  imprisoned  and  finally  beheaded  because  of 
his  righteousness.  Almost  every  one  of  the  apostles 
suffered  as  a  martyr  for  the  cause  he  represented. 
The  long  list  of  martyrs  that  were  persecuted  and 
finally  slain  for  righteousness'  sake  has  never  been 
recorded.  A  few  names  here  and  there  have  been 
left  on  record,  enough  to  give  courage  and  strength 
to  the  faint-hearted,  enough  to  stimulate  them  to 
press  on  in  the  work  of  righteousness,  though  per- 
secuted and  even  slain  for  their  cause.  The  great 
host  of  righteous  who  have  suffered  persecution  by 
having  their  names  cast  out  as  evil,  by  being  slight- 
ed, by  being  entreated  with  evil,  yet  meekly  bear- 
ing all  for  Jesus'  sake,  are  recognized  by  God  as 
heirs  of  his  own  blessed  kingdom.  The  world  may 
hear  or  know  nothing  of  these  silent  sufferers,  yet 
they  are  no  less  God's  own  than  if  their  names  were 
on  the  roll  of  recognized  martyrs. 
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The  condition  that  underlies  all  persecution,  all 
suffering;  that  carries  with  it  a  blessed  promise 
from  God,  is  that  the  persecution  comes  because  of 
righteousness;  because  of  the  truth  lived  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  Beatitudes.  When  a  man  preaches 
the  truth  and  is  persecuted  for  it,  yet  goes  on 
preaching  the  truth,  he  is  blessed.  When  a  man 
preaches  the  truth  and  is  persecuted  for  it,  then 
ceases  to  preach  the  truth  because  of  persecution, 
he  is  not  blessed.  When  a  man  who  is  living  the 
Gospel  is  slighted,  scorned,  evil  spoken  of,  yet  goes 
on  living  the  principle  for  which  he  is  suffering,  he 
is  blessed,  but  if  he  changes  and  hides  his  gospel 
principle  because  of  persecution,  then  he  is  not 
among  the  blessed.  It  is  standing  for  the  right  un- 
der the  fire  of  persecution  that  shows  to  what  king- 
dom we  belong.  When  the  popular  current  is  with 
the  principle  we  stand  for,  there  is  no  test  of  fidel- 
ity in  remaining  true.  It  often  takes  persecution  to 
know  where  a  man  really  stands.  Persecution  can- 
not change  one  who  really  belongs  to  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven,  but  it  can  change  and  does  change  the 
man  of  policy.  The  man  who  is  righteous  and  is 
persecuted  for  what  he  is,  for  where  he  belongs,  is 
blessed.  It  is  the  Christlike  nature  in  the  man  that 
makes  him  blessed,  and  not  the  persecution  that  he 
endures.  The  Christlike  nature  makes  him  able  and 
willing  to  suffer  persecution  rather  than  deny  his 
Lord  in  the  smallest  principle.  Jesus  said,  "  If  they 
persecute  me,  they  will  also  persecute  you." 

One  of  the  reasons  why  there  is  so  little  persecu- 
tion is  because  there  is  so  little  real  righteousness. 
There  is  too  much  effort  to  conform  to  the  world 
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ever  to  provoke  anything  like  persecution.  The  re- 
ligion of  today  is  too  much  a  religion  of  ease  and 
luxury  to  separate  it  very  far  from  worldliness.  It 
is  a  religion  of  feasting  rather  than  of  fasting,  a  re- 
ligion of  fine  houses,  fine  carriages,  and  fine  dress- 
ing instead  of  a  religion  of  self-denial  for  the  sake 
of  the  lost  world.  A  life  conformed  to  the  Christ 
ideal  will  antagonize  the  world  and  provoke  perse- 
cution. 

The  persecuted  are  to  rejoice  and  be  glad  under 
persecution,  because  they  are  in  company  with  the 
righteous  gone  on  before.  To  bear  persecution  and 
worry  and  fret  over  it  can  carry  no  real  blessing.  It 
is  the  cheerful  trusting  in  the  Lord,  even  under  the 
persecutor's  hand,  that  makes  the  one  in  whom  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  reigns.  To  suffer  for  Jesus' 
sake  cheerfully  is  Christlike,  is  apostolic,  is  Chris- 
tian. God  will  honor  and  respect  the  patient  suf- 
ferer for  righteousness'  sake.  To  suffer  cheerfully 
for  the  right  fits  and  prepares  one  to  meet  every 
other  duty  cheerfully.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  vic- 
tories for  Christ  and  the  church.  It  makes  the  suf- 
ferer as  one  who  knows  he  is  right,  as  one  who  de- 
pends upon  God,  alone. 

Faith  in  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God  and  a  conscien- 
tious surrender  of  the  life  to  him  as  Lord  and  Mas- 
ter will  give  the  requisite  courage  to  suffer  and  be 
glad,  to  suffer  and  rejoice.  A  lack  of  faith  in  Jesus, 
or  a  lack  in  conscientiously  conforming  the  life  to 
his  teaching,  will  cause  one  to  chafe  under  perse- 
cution, even  to  fret,  worry  and  complain,  because 
of  the  hardness  of  the  way.  When  one  trusts 
Christ  and  obeys  from  the  heart  his  teaching,  he 
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knows  that  he  is  justified,  sanctified  and  holy,  God's 
own  child.  This  knowledge  gives  courage  and  en- 
durance in  persecution,  even  helps  to  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  every  trial  and  sorrow  that  comes. 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  belongs  to  the  persecuted 
for  righteousness'  sake.  It  is  theirs  now  because 
they  are  righteous,  because  their  lives  harmonize 
with  its  principles.  They  are  living  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  and  it  is  within  them. 

The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  theirs  as  a  future 
home,  a  place  where  God  and  all  who  are  his  shall 
dwell  for  all  eternity  :  a  place  that  no  pen  can  de- 
scribe, that  imagination  cannot  picture.  Its  beauty 
and  security,  its  joy  and  peace,  are  such  that  earth 
cannot  know.  Christ  has  prepared  a  place  for  each 
and  every  one  of  his  saints  in  this  glorious  king- 
dom. He  is  coming  to  take  them  unto  himself.  All 
who  are  his  shall  be  kings  and  priests  and  shall 
reign  with  him  forever  in  that  kingdom. 

May  we  ever  be  looking  and  watching  for  that 
great  and  glorious  day  to  come  when  Christ  comes 
to  receive  his  bride  unto  himself  forever. 
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WHY   THE   KINGDOM    OF   HEAVEN  BE- 
LONGS TO  THE  PERSECUTED  FOR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS'  SAKE. 

"  Blessed  are  they  that  have  been  persecuted  for  righteous- 
ness' sake:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." — Matt.  5:  10. 

Blessedness  is  not  pronounced  upon  the  perse- 
cuted because  they  are  persecuted.  Many  people 
are  persecuted  that  are  not  blessed,  because  they 
are  not  righteous.  Some  are  persecuted  or  buffeted 
because  of  their  faults  and  receive  only  something 
of  what  they  deserve.  There  is  no  blessedness  in 
suffering  because  of  sins  and  faults  unless  the  suf- 
fering leads  to  reformation.  The  best  thing  that 
can  come  upon  the  sinner  is  often  to  have  to  suffer 
for  his  sins,  to  have  the  rod  of  correction  laid  heav- 
ily upon  his  back.  This  kind  of  suffering  is  not  the 
kind  that  has  the  promise  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven. 

The  blessedness  is  not  even  because  of  the  per- 
secution for  righteousness'  sake,  but  because  of  the 
nature  of  the  one  persecuted,  because  of  the  prin- 
ciples for  which  he  stands,  for  which  he  lives  and 
for  which  he  would  die.  Persecution  will  neither 
be  sought  nor  feared  by  the  righteous.  The  man 
who  would  seek  persecution  in  order  to  obtain  the 
promise  is  not  righteous.  He  is  seeking  to  glorify 
self  rather  than  living  the  principles  of  the  king- 
dom. The  blessedness  is  not  because  of  the  perse- 
cution, but  because  of  what  the  person  is  who  is 
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persecuted.  The  blessedness  is  just  as  great  with- 
out the  persecution  and  the  kingdom  just  as  sure  as 
it  is  with  it  if  the  persons  are  righteous.  Righteous- 
ness is  apt  to  excite  the  envy  of  the  worldly  and 
thus  bring  persecution.  A  man  who  lives  the 
teaching  of  the  Beatitudes  is  apt  to  suffer  persecu- 
tion. Every  righteous  man  is  a  disturber  of  the 
proud  and  haughty,  of  the  selfish  and  worldly.  A 
righteous  man  is  a  real  offense  to  the  vicious  and 
the  wicked.  His  life  openly  condemns  the  lives  of 
the  unrighteous.  The  unrighteous  seek  comfort  in 
tearing  down  the  influence  and  defaming  the  repu- 
tation of  the  righteous. 

True  saintliness  is  always  an  aggressive  thing;  it 
cannot  be  inactive  where  sin  and  wickedness 
abound.  The  overcoming  of  evil  is  one  of  the  pur- 
poses of  every  saint  of  God.  Righteousness  is  never 
a  negative  quality,  but  instead  it  is  aggressively  ac- 
tive. It  reaches  out  and  seeks  to  correct,  to  reform 
evil,  in  whatever  place  it  is  found.  The  evil  doer 
is  exhorted,  entreated  and  rebuked  without  respect 
to  his  station  or  age  by  every  saint  of  God.  The  ag- 
gressiveness provokes  opposition  and  persecution. 
Many  professors  of  religion  are  inactive,  because  to 
be  active  provokes  persecution.  Rather  than  suffer 
persecution  they  allow  the  cause  of  righteousness 
to  suffer.  They  remain  neutral  on  subjects  where 
great  issues  are  at  stake,  lest  they  suffer  persecu- 
tion. Such  persons  deny  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  may  expect  him  to  deny  them.  Such  persons 
lack  one  essential  of  righteousness,  one  essential  of 
sainthood,  and  this  lack  makes  them  regard  their 
own  ease  and  comfort  more  than  the  cause  of 
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Christ.  They  are  not  in  such  a  state  of  grace  that 
the  blessings  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  are  theirs. 
No  persecution  befalls  them  because  they  are  not 
aggressive  enough  to  ever  provoke  persecution. 
While  the  saint  of  God  is  not  seeking  persecution, 
nor  is  he  seeking  to  provoke  persecution,  he  is  not 
seeking  to  avoid  it  by  inactivity.  He  is  not  seeking 
to  compromise  with  evil  in  order  to  hold  friendship. 
He  is  blessed  because  of  what  he  is,  and  fear  of  per- 
secution, love  of  ease,  or  any  other  thing  will  not 
make  him  deny  his  Lord,  by  being  inactive  against 
evil. 

The  best  good  of  society  and  of  the  church  is  not 
always  a  popular  thing.  The  abolition  of  slavery 
was  not  popular,  but  a  few  stood  for  the  right  until 
the  evil  has  been  blotted  out.  To  stand  against 
slavery  once  meant  persecution  to  some  of  our  old 
brethren,  but  they  stood  against  it  until  the  evil  is 
no  more  in  our  land.  The  temperance  cause,  or 
rather  opposition  to  the  liquor  traffic,  has  been  a 
very  unpopular  subject,  but  our  brethren  have 
stood  against  the  evil,  forbidding  membership  to 
any  engaged  in  the  manufacture,  sale,  or  encour- 
agement of  the  evil.  The  cause  of  temperance  is 
now  a  growing  cause,  yet  it  needs  the  aid  of  every 
righteous  man,  and  will  have  it.  Opposition  to  the 
tobacco  habit  is  not  a  popular  position  to  take  in 
most  places,  yet  the  evil  needs  to  be  fought  by 
every  saint  of  God.  To  stand  against  the  filthy 
habit  in  many  places  brings  persecution,  yet  no 
righteous  man  will  compromise  to  avoid  persecu- 
tion. 

To  oppose  secret  orders  in  this  age  is  a  very  un- 
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popular  position,  yet  no  saint  of  God  will  hold  his 
voice  in  order  to  have  peace.  The  evil  is  a  growing 
one,  and  when  met  by  the  opposition  that  right- 
eousness is  bound  to  bring  it  means  persecution. 

Opposition  to  war  has  been  one  of  the  unpopular 
subjects  to  advocate,  yet  God's  chosen  have  never 
ceased  to  cry  out  against  the  great  evil  of  war  and 
bloodshed.  The  cause  of  right  is  gaining  interna- 
tional favor,  and  many  now  begin  to  stand  for 
peace  instead  of  war. 

The  simple  life  instead  of  the  frivolous,  foolish 
following  of  fashion,  has  not  been  a  popular  subject 
to  stand  in  defense  of,  yet  God's  chosen  have  always 
lifted  their  voices  against  worldliness  in  dress,  in 
living  and  every  other  way.  To  stand  for  the  sim- 
ple life  of  the  Gospel  means  persecution,  yet  no 
saint  of  God  will  cease  to  contend  for  it  because 
opposed.  To  live  the  simple  life  often  means  to  be 
a  gazing  stock,  a  reproach  to  the  worldly,  yet  no 
righteous  man  will  compromise  to  become  popular. 

To  contend  for  a  high  standard  of  holiness  is  not 
popular,  yet  a  righteous  man  can  be  satisfied  with 
nothing  short  of  perfection  in  himself  and  in  the 
church.  Christ  is  the  Ideal,  the  Pattern  aimed  at 
by  every  saint.  Nothing  short  of  the  Christlikeness 
will  satisfy.  Holy  as  God  is  holy  in  practice  is  the 
ideal  aimed  at  by  every  saved  man.  Not  only  is 
this  the  mark  set  for  himself,  but  this  is  the  stand- 
ard for  the  church.  This  standard  urged  is  apt  to 
bring  persecution,  apt  to  create  envy,  and  even  jeal- 
ousy among  worldly  church  members.  Blessed  are 
they  that  have  been  persecuted  for  righteousness* 
sake:  for  theirs  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 
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PERSECUTED  FOR  RIGHTEOUSNESS' 
SAKE   AS  SEEN   IN  THE 
LIFE  OF  JESUS. 

"  Blessed  are  they  that  have  been  persecuted  for  righteous- 
ness' sake:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

All  the  scorn,  contempt  and  ridicule  thrust  at 
Jesus  was  for  righteousness'  sake.  The  scourging, 
buffeting,  crucifying,  all,  even  to  his  death,  were 
for  righteousness'  sake.  All  the  false  charges 
brought  against  him  were  for  righteousness'  sake. 
When  Jesus  healed  on  the  Sabbath  Day,  the  charge 
of  breaking  the  Sabbath  was  laid  upon  him;  not  be- 
cause he  had  broken  it,  but  because  he  was  hated 
for  his  righteous  life,  for  his  close  and  personal 
touch  with  God. 

When  he  forgave  men  their  sins  he  was  perse- 
cuted for  taking  undue  authority;  not  because  he 
had  taken  it,  but  because  his  persecutors  were  en- 
vious of  his  righteous  life  and  sought  to  drag  it  to 
their  own  level. 

When  he  went  into  the  homes  and  association  of 
publicans  and  sinners  he  was  persecuted  and 
scorned.  His  persecution  was  endured  without  a 
murmur,  because  he  was  suffering  for  the  sake  of 
the  right. 

When  Jesus  taught  the  way  of  life,  urging  the 
Jews  and  saying,  "  If  a  man  keep  my  word,  he  shall 
never  see  death,"  they  said  he  had  a  demon,  refus- 
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ing  to  hear  him,  scorning  his  message,  and  finally 
casting  stones  at  him  because  they  were  too  un- 
righteous to  comprehend  his  righteous  life. 

The  goodness,  the  purity,  the  uprightness  in  the 
life  and  character  of  Jesus  was  so  directly  in  con- 
trast with  the  religious  world  of  his  age  that  it 
made  him  an  object  of  contempt  and  scorn.  Those 
who  were  leaders  of  the  people  were  not  willing  to 
bring  their  lives  up  to  the  standard  taught  and  lived 
by  Jesus.  They  sought  to  hide  their  failures  under 
the  cloak  of  elaborate  ceremonials ;  much  of  which 
was  mere  tradition.  The  life  and  teaching  of  Jesus, 
bringing  condemnation  upon  the  lives  and  teach- 
ings of  the  elders,  scribes,  and  Pharisees,  angered 
them  to  deeds  of  intrigue  and  crime  as  black  as  any- 
thing on  record.  Failing  to  entangle  Jesus  in  his 
talk,  they  accused  him  of  being  in  league  with  Sa- 
tan. Failing  everywhere  they  finally  murdered  Je- 
sus, only  to-  realize  a  greater  failure  than  ever.  The 
blackness  of  the  human  heart  is  nowhere  more 
clearly  manifest  than  in  these  persecutors  of  Jesus 
in  seeking  to  hide  the  truth  of  his  resurrection.  The 
righteousness  of  Jesus  would  not  allow  him  to  pass 
unrebuked  the  hypocrisy  of  those  religious  rulers. 
The  righteous  life  of  Jesus  lived  in  their  midst  de- 
veloped in  them  hypocrisy  and  murder  because  they 
refused  to  come  to  the  right  as  it  was  revealed. 

A  religious  man  refusing  revealed  light  becomes 
a  hypocrite  and  must  raise  the  hand  of  persecu- 
tion against  the  light,  which  soon  becomes  dark- 
ness. 

The  elders,  scribes,  and  Pharisees  were  at  first 
formalists  but  not  hypocrites.    Jesus  did  not  so 
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deeply  condemn  their  formalism  except  as  it  de- 
veloped into  hypocrisy. 

Formalism  without  spirituality,  however  honest, 
must  eventually  be  given  up,  or  lead  to  the  worst 
form  of  hypocrisy.  As  it  leads  to  hypocrisy  it 
causes  a  fight  to  be  raised  against  any  who 
live  on  a  higher  plane,  spiritually,  than  they  them- 
selves live.  It  was  the  high  plane  upon  which  Jesus 
lived  that  brought  the  bitter  hatred  and  persecution 
of  scribes,  elders,  and  Pharisees,  who  professed 
without  possessing  the  beauties  of  a  real  godly  life. 
They  were  angered  because  Jesus  was  purer  and 
better  than  they  were  with  all  their  pretensions. 

Jesus  was  righteous,  hence  he  could  not  look 
upon  their  hypocrisy  without  openly  rebuking  it 
with  scathing  denunciations.  His  open  rebuke  an- 
gered them  more  than  ever,  and  their  persecution 
knew  no  bounds.  They  put  Jesus  to  death  because 
of  his  righteous  rebuke  of  their  real  state  of  life 
and  character. 
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YE  ARE  THE  SALT  OF  THE  EARTH. 

Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth;  but  if  the  salt  have  lost  its 
savor,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted ?  It  is  thenceforth  good 
for  nothing  but  to  be  cast  out  and  trodden  under  the  foot  of 
men.—- Matt  5  :  12. 

Christ  addresses  this  to  ever}*  one  in  whom  the 
essential  properties  of  the  Beatitudes  inhere.  If  the 
principles  taught  in  the  Beatitudes  become  a  part 
of  the  nature}  in  any  people  they  become  the  real 
salt  of  that  community.  No  people  can  be  the  peo- 
ple of  Christ  in  whom  the  principles  of  the  Beati- 
tudes do  not  inhere.  Wherever  these  principles  are 
found  there  you  find  the  real  salt  of  the  earth. 

The  language  is  figurative,  meaning  that  the  one 
in  whom  the  Beatitudes  are  personified  is  like  salt 
in  its  preserving,  nourishing  and  savor-giving 
qualities.  The  earth  signifies  mankind  in  general, 
society  as  a  whole.  The  salt  losing  its  saltness  and 
becoming  worthless  signifies  a  Christianity  without 
the  essential  elements  of  the  Beatitudes  in  its  prac- 
tical life.  A  mere  formal  religion,  such  as  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees  paraded  in  the  time  of  Christ, 
is  a  religion  without  salt.  A  worldly,  pleasure- 
seeking  church  is  one  without  salt ;  such  as  were 
the  Jews  when  they  became  idolatrous  and  worldly, 
during  the  time  of  the  Judges  and  after.  The 
church  during  the  dark  ages,  buying  indulgences, 
was  without  salt.  The  church  of  today,  that  has 
grown  pleasure-loving,  worldly,  and  fashion-serv- 
ing, is  without  salt. 

The  professing  Christian  needs  to  apply  the 
teaching  of  Jesus  here  in  his  summary  of  the  essen- 
tial qualities  of  true  discipleship.    As  preserving, 


"And  he  opened  his  mouth  and  taught  them,  saying,  .  .  . 
Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth:  ...  Ye  are  the  light  of  the 
world.  ...  Let  your  light  shine  before  men;  that  they  may  see 
your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven." 
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nourishing,  and  savor-giving  qualities  belong  to 
salt,  so  these  qualities  must  inhere  in  the  Christian 
in  his  contact  with  society. 

As  salt  preserves  meat  from  putrefaction,  so  the 
true  Christian  life  preserves  society  from  corrup- 
tion. But  for  Christianity  war,  with  its  semi- 
civilized,  and  barbarous  cruelty,  would  be  on  the 
increase.  The  salt  of  Christianity  has  mitigated  the 
horrible  cruelties  of  warfare  and  bids  fair  to  take 
out  its  corrupting  influences  altogether. 

The  salt  of  Christianity  has  blotted  out  the  cor- 
rupt institution  of  slavery  from  society  throughout 
the  civilized  world.  The  salt  of  Christianity  is  mit- 
igating the  horrible  curse  of  strong  drink  in  the  so- 
ciety of  all  Christian  lands,  with  the  promise  of  a 
complete  suppression  of  the  evil  in  the  near  future. 

The  blighting  evil  of  divorce  and  licentiousness, 
but  for  the  salt  of  God's  people,  would  soon  make 
society  a  rotten  mass  whose  foul  stench  would  blot 
out  humanity. 

Avarice  and  greed  of  gain,  with  selfishness, 
would  make  society  a  howling  wilderness  of  ghosts 
and  devils  but  for  the  preserving  power  of  God's 
people  in  the  world. 

The  Christian  who  is  not  poor  in  spirit  cannot  be  a 
preserving  power  in  society,  a  sweet  savor  unto  God. 

The  Christian  who  does  not  mourn,  because  of 
the  blighting  influence  of  sin  in  society,  has  lost  the 
salt  that  makes  him  a  power  for  good  in  God's 
hands  to  preserve  and  sweeten.  The  Christian  in 
whom  the  quality  of  meekness  is  not  inherent  is 
salt  without  savor  and  cannot  be  used  of  God. 

The  Christian  who  is  not  hungering  and  thirsting 
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after  righteousness  is  good  for  nothing  but  to  be 
cast  out.  God  cannot  use  such  an  one;  he  soon 
mingles  with  the  dust  and  corruption  of  the  street, 
the  filth  of  society.  The  Christian  who  is  not  mer- 
ciful cannot  bq  used  of  God  in  preserving  society 
sweet.  The  Christian  who  is  not  pure  in  heart  has 
no  saltiness,  and  is  good  for  nothing.  There  is  no 
preserving  power  in  his  life,  but  he  soon  mingles 
with  the  corrupting  influences  of  worldly  society. 

The  Christian  who  is  not  a  peacemaker  is  not  of 
the  salt  of  the  earth  and  has  not  power  to  preserve 
society  pure.  The  Christian  who  will  not  have  per- 
secution for  righteousness'  sake  is  not  one  of  God's 
chosen  ones  and  cannot  be  a  blessing  to  society. 

The  Christian  in  whom  the  essential  principles  of 
the  Beatitudes  do  not  inhere  cannot  be  "  a  sweet  sa- 
vor of  Christ  unto  God,  in  them  that  are  saved,  and 
in  them  that  perish."  Every  Christian  in  whom  the 
essential  principles  of  the  Beatitudes  inhere,  every 
one  who  is  salt  of  the  earth,  is  to  the  saved  "  a  savor 
from  death  unto  death  "  and  to  the  lost  "  a  savor 
from  life  unto  life."   2  Cor.  2:  15,  16. 

The  real  Christian  is  not  only  a  preserving  power 
in  society,  but  a  sweet  savor,  an  incense  of  sweet- 
ness coming  up  to  God.  The  power  of  the  Chris- 
tian life  to  sweeten  society  in  God's  sight  cannot 
be  measured.  Without  its  sweet  savor  the  foul 
stench  of  the  sinful,  selfish  human  heart  would  soon 
bring  the  wrath  of  God  upon  this  world.  Man's 
probation  would  speedily  close  in  the  awful  reality 
of  a  first  judgment,  in  which  sin  would  meet  its 
merited  punishment,  but  for  the  savor  of  the  Chris- 
tian life  in  the  world. 


"  Ye  Are  the  Light  of  the  World.  A  City  Set  on  a  Hill  Cannot  Be  Hid. 
Neither  Do  Men  Light  a  Lamp,  and  Put  It  Under  the  Bushel,  but  on 
the  Stand:  and  It  Shineth  Unto  All  That  Are  in  the  House.  Even 
So  Let  Your  Light  Shine  Before  Men;  That  They  May  See  Your 
Good  Works,  and  Glorify  Your  Father,  Who  Is  in  Heaven." 

But  the  path  of  the  righteous  is  as  the  dawning  light,  that  shineth  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfect  day,— Prov,  4;  18, 
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QUOTATIONS  ON  LIGHT. 

Light  is  the  symbol  of  truth. — Lowell. 

Light,  whether  it  be  material  or  moral,  is  the  best  re- 
former.— Colton. 

Light  once  kindled  spreads  till  all  is  luminous. — Carlyle. 

Children  always  turn  towards  the  light.  Oh,  that  grown-up 
people  in  this  world  became  like  little  children ! — /.  C.  Hall. 

'  Tis  a  dark  lantern  of  the  spirit, 
Which  none  see  but  those  that  bear  it; 
A  light  that  falls  down  from  on  high, 
For  spiritual  trades  to  cozen  by ; 
An  ignis  fatuus  that  bewitches 
And  leads  into  pools  and  ditches, 
To  make  them  dip  themselves,  and  sound 
For  Christendom  in  dirty  pound ; 
To  dive  like  wild  fowl  for  salvation, 
And  fish  to  catch  regeneration. — Samuel  Butler- 
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CHRISTIANS  AS  LIGHTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

"  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.  .  .  .  Even  so  let  your  light 
shine  before  men;  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and 
glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven." 

Jesus  says,  "  I  am  the  Light  of  the  world."  "  In 
him  was  life ;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men." 

As  Christ  was  the  Light  of  the  world,  so  he  or- 
dained that  every  true  follower  of  his  should  be  a 
light  of  the  world.  In  the  Beatitudes  he  has  fo- 
cused the  true  principles  of  light.  When  these 
principles  inhere  in  a  life  it  becomes  light  and  life  ; 
it  truly  becomes  Christlike.  It  is  only  as  the  Christ 
life  shines  out  in  the  Christian  life  that  it  becomes  a 
light  to  the  world. 

The  world  is  in  darkness  and  needs  the  light  that 
the  true  Christian  life  gives.  It  is  the  light  of  the 
Christian  life  that  shows  the  folly  of  selfishness, 
worldliness  and  sinfulness  of  all  kinds.  Sin  is  soul 
darkness,  while  righteousness  is  soul  light  shining 
more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 

The  Christian  life  is  intended  to  shine.  It  was 
never  designed  that  the  light  of  the  Christ  likeness 
should  be  put  under  a  bushel  or  a  bed,  but  on  a  hill 
where  it  can  and  must  be  seen. 

Christ's  teaching  on  almsgiving,  fasting  and 
prayer  is  not  an  exception  to  this  general  principle. 
These  things  were  not  to  be  done  for  show,  not  to 
be  done  to  be  seen  of  men,  else  they  lost  their  light 
giving  qualities  and  became  hidden  under  the  cloak 
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of  selfishness.  When  giving,  praying,  or  fasting  is 
done  in  the  proper  spirit  it  is  a  good  work.  It  is  a 
work  that  the  Christian  soul  should  let  shine  before 
men  that  they  may  glorify  the  Father  in  heaven. 
Selfish  ostentation,  in  giving,  is  wrong,  because  the 
spirit  of  the  giver  is  wrong,  but  giving  to  glorify 
God,  to  help  the  suffering,  is  right  and  it  is  a  good 
work,  a  work  that  is  intended  to  shine  before  men 
to  God's  glory.  Some  people  deceive  themselves, 
hiding  their  covetous  hearts  and  lives  from  them- 
selves (never  from  God)  under  the  scripture,  "  Let 
not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth.,, 
This  figure  of  speech  is  intended  to  teach  giving  in 
the  right  spirit  and  not  for  self  glory.  Every  one 
who  shines  as  a  light  of  the  world  does  so  because 
he  reflects  something  of  the  image  of  Jesus. 

Only  in  proportion  as  the  life  of  Jesus  is  incarna- 
ted into  the  life  of  any  man  does  he  become  a  light 
to  the  world.  It  is  the  life  of  Jesus  shining  out  of 
our  lives  that  makes  them  a  light  to  the  sinful 
world.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Christian  to  be  a 
light  to  the  world  except  as  he  reflects  the  true 
light  that  lightens  every  man  that  cometh  into  the 
world.  The  commandment  of  the  Lord  says,  "Ask 
therefore  whether  the  light  that  is  in  thee  be  dark- 
ness." Whenever  we  reflect  or  shine  with  another 
light  than  Christ  incarnate  our  light  becomes  dark- 
ness. If  the  Christ  life  is  incarnated,  then  and  only 
then  will  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God,  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  shine  out  in  our 
lives.  The  life  reflecting  the  Christ  image  is  as  far 
superior  to  one  reflecting  the  world  likeness  as  light 
is  superior  to  darkness.   Because  of  this  Jesus  says, 
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"  If  therefore  the  light  that  is  in  thee  be  darkness, 
how  great  is  the  darkness !"  "  The  lust  of  the  flesh, 
and  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  vainglory  of  life  is 
not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world,"  and  the  life 
reflecting  these  things  is  darkness  instead  of  light. 
It  is  strange  that  so  many  who  name  the  name  of 
Jesus  walk  in  darkness,  having  hid  their  light  under 
a  bushel  or  a  bed.  The  world  and  not  Christ  is 
imaged  back  in  every  life  they  touch.  If  every  one 
who  names  the  Christ  would  image  back  the  Christ 
life  upon  every  one  he  touches,  then  would  they  be 
lights  to  the  world.  Then  God's  name  would  be 
glorified  by  the  good  works  of  the  Christed  lives 
that  now  too  often  image  at  best  only  a  worldly 
morality. 
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